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THE 

PREFACE. 

TH K praifes bejlowed upon 
David h^ f acred writer s.^ 
and the calumnies heaped upon 
him by fame others of a different deno- 
minationy firmgly^ andy I thinky natu- 
rally engaged my curiojity tofearch into 
his hijloryy in order to Jatisjy myfelf 
in his real charaSier. Atid as this 
fearch engaged me in an exaB and 
particular enquiry into all parts of his 
life and comluSl^ I found them filled 
with a furprizing feries of rare inci- 
dents, and interefii^'ig events ; and 
fuch as either fupplied or fugg&fied a 
great variety of curious ohfervatiom 
A 2 and 



iv The Preface. 

and reflexions, which I ielieved would 
neither he unpleafmg nor unprofitable ; 
and, for that reafon, I foon determined 
to communicate them to the world, And 
I own, not without fome hope of fup-- 
plying even the light and libertine, 
reader with matter of information and 
entertainment, if not of real improve- 
ment ; and, at the fame time, avoid- 
ing all imputation of offence and de- 
merit with theferious, the learned, the 
reafmabk, and the religious. 

IN this work I freely own, I 
ferved myfelf as well as I could, of all 
the . labours of the learned (that came 
in my way) upon thefubjeSt; but with- 
out a fervile adherence to their judg- 
ments or fentiments, and without tying 
myfelf down to the painful drudgery of 
retailing their particular opinions and 
ebfervations. My buftnefs, I thought, 
was, 
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The Preface, v 

was, to feafi my reader, the ie/t I 
could : if the entertainment was to his 
liJttng, I imagined be would he little 
folicitous about the purveyors (their 
names and charaliers) of the particular 
mejfes that made it up. 

THERE is, perhaps, more vanity 
than humility, in owning, that I am 
indebted, on this cccafion, to all the 
commentators of note, more than I 
imagined I fbould at my firfl fetting 
out ; and more to a commentator of 
little note, than to almofl all the reft 
pit together ; I mean Mr. Trap of „ 
Wefton in Gloucefterfliire. Infbort, 
there is but one •work upon thefubjeSl 
(which yet treats it more frofejfedly 
than any other which hath fallen in my 
way) to which I am not indebted for fo 
much as onefingle hint, or one idea. 

A J NOW, 
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vi The Preface. 

NOW, in truth, the Ufiory I am 
going to prejent to the reader, is not 
fo properly the hiftory o/'David, as the 
hifiory of the divine Providence, during 
the life and reign of that prince, and 
within that fcene of aSlion. Aid 
this, methinks, is matter of refined 
and uncommon curiofity. Here tbi 
reader will fee the prudence and pop- 
ftons of men, operating in their ordi- 
nary courfe, and producing their comr 
mon effeBs ; and at the fame time, the 
linfdom of Gon interpofing, fuper- 
intending, fmaying, and conduBing ' 
thetn all to the purpofes of his adorable 
Providence. 

HERE he will fee, not only the 
ordinary occurrences, revolutions, and 
events, which pafs before a common 
eye, upon this ft age of the world ; but 

be 
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he will alfo behold thefecret and unfeen 
fprings and mmements, the luhok ma- 
chinery iy which they are brought about : 
and from a careful obferuation, and 
right application of what he here learns^ 
he •will be able to contemplate the whole 
Ufiory of the world, the lives'of princes, 
and the revolutions of empires, in a 
very different light from that in which 
they prefent themfehies to carelefs ob- 
feruers. 

AND, what is yet of more import'- 
ance, he will learn what degree of 
favour, fupport, and fuccefs he him- 
felfis to hope for from the divine Pro- 
vidence, in the upright and confcien- 
tious difcharge of bis duty ; and what 
chafiifement, diflrefs, and difappoint- 
ment he is to expeB from a contrary 
conduB. 

IF 
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IF it pleafe GOD that fucb re- 
Jlexiom make bim wifer and bettery 
bis end mil he anfmered^ and Jo imll 
mine* 
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CHAP. I. 

rf^« Account of SaulV RejeSiion, and 
David'j Depgnatim to the Throne. 

WH E N the decree of divine 
r^edion and depofition was 
pafs'd upon Saul, for his deli- 
berate and obilinate difobe- 
dience ih relation to jimakk^ David was, 
by a very exprefs and particular delignation 
of Almighty God, (fuch a defignation as 
plainly Hiews its divine original) appointed 
to fucceed him. 

I T will not be amlfs to explain this mat- 
tw a little more &Uy. 

B The 
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2 An Hifiorkal Account of 

The j^makkiies were a people long fincc 
devoted to deftru{5tion by Almighty God, 
for one of the moft notorious inftances of 
cruelty, inhumanity, and impiety that ever 
was heard of ; viz. the invading and deftroy- 
ing, as far as in them lay," by treachery and 
furprife, an innocent people, uninjured and 
unprovoked. 

Whoever is any way converfant in the 
Bible, will foon perceive, that by this peo- 
ple, I mean the Ifraelttes^ when they were 
going out of Egypt, and were manifeftly 
tinder the immediate and miraculous pro- 
tedlion of Almighty God. 

Th is was a fin at once fo inhuman and fo 
atheiftical, as perhaps cannot be parallels in 
any one inftance from the foundation of -the 
^orld : and therefore it is no wonder, if this 
flagrant aft of villainy and impiety produced 
that dreadful decree againll them, recorded 
in Deut. xvii. 14. Iwiil utterly put out the 
remembrance of jitnakk from under heaven *. 
And 

* Mr.CAxW tells us> in bis Pamphlet relating to Dodor 
TtumUis Eleilioti, &c, thai this is not true in hSt ; fee- 
ing they remained long after, even till Sauh nme, a 
diftinft people.' 

Letusiry the weight of this obj&aioii. ThtAvia- 

Itkites remained a diftind people till S^wTstime; therefore 

Cod's- decree of Citirpaiion wa£ nocexeciued upon them.r 

This 
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the Life of King bAVi6. % 

And foon after the reafon and manner of cf- 
fe4fting this are added in a fubfequcnt declara- 
tion : the ftrict fenfcof which, in its moft literal 

tranflation, ftands thus ; becaufe the band 

Ogainfi the throne vfGod^ the war of God 
againftjimalek from generation to generation-^ 
i. e. becaofe j^malek hath lifted up his hand 
againft the throne of Godj hath fet himfelf 

to 

This is juft fuch reafoning as if he had Taid, that Adam 
lived above 900 years after ihe fencence of death denoun ced 
againft him ; and cheretbre he never died. I allow, that 
a remnant of the Amaltkitts outlallcd bo^h Saul and Davrd^ 
and reached even to the re^ of tfe«iMi&, iChron. iv. 4.1. 
But at the fame time, we karri from the laft veifesof that 
chapter, that the foas of Simeon fmote tbt refi of them that 
ifcaped, ( i. e. that efcaped all the preceding attempts 
agamft them ) Aad diuelt there unto Ibis day. 

But if We aie to reft upon Mr. Chubh's peremptory a ffer^ 
tiori, ihcy not only were not extirpated, but they con- 
tinued unmolefted, till the days of Saul. But this furely 
is a raih arid Ungrounded affertion ; for tHcy joined tha 
Moabitei and Midianites againft Ifiatl, Num. xxiv, 20. 
about 40 years after [heir firft attempt. And I think there 
is no doubt but they were defeated With the MiJianitei 
(Num. xx]ii. ). There is alfo, I think, gOod reafon to 
believe, that tbeJe inveterate enemies of I/r«/ were inclu- 
ded in the general confederacy againft 7^^«^, and Ihared 
in their common defeat, Jojb. li. This is certain, that 
more than 46 years after ihisj they again joined the Moa* 
hites againft ifrael (Judg. iii.). Arid when ihtMoahitet 
viere defeated by Ehud, caii it be made a doubt, whe:her 
thev ilured in that defeat ? Or if there could, Deborah 
Ana Btfrji;t's5nvputsthe point outof all doubt {vcr. 14.]. 

It is alfd certain, that about 150 years after this, tbeV 

again joined the Midianilei againft Ifrael, (Judg. vi. & vii.) 

bnd were involved in [heir common deilrudion : and 

fbrarmush as the PfalmiA meniions them as the confiKie- 

• B »- rates 
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4 ^ Hifiorkal Account of 
to defeat the divine determinations in favour 
of Ifrael i therefore God will have war 
with them from generation to generatioD, 
until they are utterly extirpated. 

To reconcile this fevere decree to the prin- 
ciples of juftice, aiid to God's own declara- 
tions, Ezek. xviii. of his limiting the ven- 
geance of guilt to the perfon of the offender, 
we need only refleft upon one plain obferra- 

rates ofGebal and Ammon agamft IJrafl, it is not impro- 
bable, that ihcy fliired in the defeu of Amman by /eyfr- 
thab, about 88 years after this. And fromthb period to 
the command given to Sa»l to extirpate thecti, pifTed 
i^ut 80 years. 

The learned authors of Univer/kl Hiflarj obiervej 
(p. S^i. note P. ) ibat this was only a parucular appli- 
cation of the general commands before given, ( and 
whicb the jffWf had bound themfelves and their pofterity 
by a Iblemn oath 10 oblerve ) to dcftroy all thofe nations 
that would not accept nf proffered peace, and forfakc 
tbeir idolatry ,- and ro climinace alt chat belonged to ihem. 
And the exhortation ofMeJii to them, as far as it is appli- 
cable to this head, they thus pariphrafe : " Remember 
" therefore, that there is no redemption ibr them ; and 
" that if you fiiSer yourfelves, either thro'frity, or cove- 
" touroeH, to fpare any of them, you will not only incur 
" the puniHiment of perjury and rebellion, but be in- 
" Ihared into greater guilt, by conforming to their ways. 
" Had SomI been mindAiI of this, he bad not &Vcd the 
" king of Amalekf and the choicefl: of the cattle and 
« (riunder (iSam.xv- 9, &e.). When tberetore he 
** made that weak and puerile excufe, that he deGgiKd 
*' ttie latter as an oflering to G o d, Savmel did juAly re- 
«* prove him, by ftiewing him how vain it was to prctoxl 
« to acone for otie open violaiion of God's coamund by 
« anochcr." 
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tion, which every day's experience fufficiently 
faraifties us with ; that nothing is more com- 
mon, dian for childrea to appear unre- 
pentant, and, it may be, improved and in> 
veterate in the fins of their anceftors : and 
that nothing is more eafy to the divine pre- 
icience than to forefee this, and to pronounce 
upon it. And that this was the cafe of 
the .Amalekitety fufficiently appears from 
their hiftory. For as their Others attempted 
upon the Ifraetites^ when under the manifeft 
protection of God ; their fons continued to 
do the fame upon every occafion, tho' the 
fame protei^on became every day more and 
more confpicuous, by many and repeated 
inAances. 

How this decree had lutlierto been put in 
execution by the pec^e of God, and und^ 
his immediate dire^on, from s^ to age, 
will beft be learned from the books oiNum- 
^". yofit*'^ and Judges. And now SauJ, 
as next in order, was appointed, was in a 
very folemn, exprefs, and particular manner, 
ccmunanded to execute his part. And to 
fhew diat the fins of thofe very JmaUUtes 
now commanded to be dcftroycd, were Ac 
real motives of their deftrudion \ they are, 
B3 ia 
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in that command given for it, cxprcfly and 
emphatically called the Jinneri die Amale-r 
kites ; and their king is charged by the pro-r 
phct with the guilt of Murders ; (and the 
^etiites^ as lefs criminal, are commanded to 
te feparated from thern). 

But we are asked, why their innocent 
children Ihould be put to death ? To this 
it is very obvious to anfwer by another v6ry 
plain queftion ; Why do innocent children 
die every day ? It was a mercy to the diil- 
dreri of the j^malekites to be taken off in their 
innocence, before they were tainted with the 
infe<ftion of their fathers guilt *. 

And to put it out of all doubt even with 
Saul himfelf, that the punifhment and pre^ 
ventlon pf guilt, were the only end and 
aipi of that comniand ; he was cxprefly 
enjoined to deftroy not only the .(imakkites^ 

* We arc told, rhac Schah Abhaz. extirpated the inha- ^ 
. bifsms of feveral Villages in Verfia, for their abominable 
wickednefs {Ambaff'. Travels-, 1. 7. p. 294..). Nor have 
hiftorians, as far as I can learn, chained this adt upon 
him as cruel or tyrannous, -r- There is fuch a thing as 
the vulgar call an ill brttd ; and fins tqn in the blood, 
it is certainly a blsfling to the world to have fuch a race 
rooted out. The infedion of incorrigible guilt fliould 
be arielled at any rate; and if nothing bu; extremi- 
ties can efFeQ this, extrerpicies are then fufficiently jufti- 
fied it^ the great Governor of the world. Men are tied 
(lown to other meafures of acting. 

■ M 
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but all that they had^ ex and Jheep, camel 
and afi j that the memory of fo vile a race 
might be blotted out frpm under heaven. 
A command admirably fitted to fpread and 
to eftabiiih the terror of divine vengeance 
upon guilt over the earth, and, in confe- 
quence of that, to reftrain the enormities of 
mankind. Whereas, had the jhnalekite% been 
commanded to be deftroyed, and their fub- 
Aance fpared, a\^rice and interefl might 
have juiUy been fufpefted as the real motives 
of this extirpation ; and the divine cotmnand 
as a pretence only. 

Besides all this; tho' ^aul might not 
have cnter'd rightly into the reafon of the 
command, nor been influenced either by 
duty or gratimde to a religious obfervancc of 
it i, yet one vrould think the example dAcban^ 
fo frcfli in the hifliory of his own nation, 
{yojb, vii.) who was deftroyed, with his 
wh<^e lamily, for a like inflance of difobe- 
diuice, m^ht fufficiently have deterred him 
from flighting it. 

Whereas then Saul did not only difobey 

this command; but a£ted in manifeft oppoH- 

lion to the reafon and end of it ; fparing the 

jfDurdeFous Agag^ (in all probability, from 

B 4 the 
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j^ Hiflorical Account of 
the profpeft of a rich ranfom) and all the 
fpoil that was wqrth faving, and doftroymg 
only the refufe ; yet was he fo hardened in 
his ihibborn difobedience, as obilinately to 
0\xm to Samuefs face, that he had executed 
the divine command. And when that was 
i»nfuted by the evidence of feft, he ihtn had 
the hardinefs to fliift the blame from himfclf, 
and to fhicld his avarice under the ftiew of po, 
pular piety : — 'Thepeopie (faid he to Samuel) 
took ofihefpoil, the chief of the things, which 
Jhould have Seen utterly de^royed, to pcrificfi 
fo the Lord thy God in GilgaJ. 

To this Samuel made that noble reply, 
( 1 Sam. XV. 22.) And Samusl faid. Hath 
the Lord as great delight in burnt-offerings 
and facrifces^ as in obeying the voice ef tho 
Lord? Behold^ to ohgy is better than facrtfice \ 
and to hearken, than the fat of rams. 

Whei>( this laft heinous ait ofdifobedi^ 

?nce was added to Sauf% other fins, GqDj 

by the mouth of his prophet, pronounce^ 

the decree of his depofal from the fovcreignty j 

uld Samueh long and earneil inter^ef^ 

rer prevail to reverfe it *. 

■ Thi^ 

frasppRiblr^n additional aigravation t^Snfs fin, 
' he had lo ill eicecuted the divioe coinmand i« 
toAffm^k, yf t kf. ereaod a trophy, ( the vulgaw 

■ n,r.^^<i"yG00glc 
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This was the ftatc of things, when Samuel 
Vfa& exprefly commanded by Go d, to fill his 
horn with oil, to go to Bethlehemy and there 
to anoint one of the fons of Jejfe the Betble- 
Ifmite (whom God ihould then name to 
|iim) to fucceed Saul in the kingdom. 

The prophet would gladly have excufed 
fainifi^lf iioay ^ecutii^ this dangerous com- 
miflion, from the apprehenfion of SauH 
hearing it, and revenging his dcpofition upon 
him. To remove his fears upon this head, God 
commands him to ^e an heifer, and to give 
out, that he was come thither to facrifice to 
the Lprd -, which, as a prophet, he had a right 
to do where-ever he thought fit. 

He went accordingly ; and was no fooner 
arrived at Betblebem^ but the peqple croud- 
ed about him, in dreadful apprchenfions 
of Ivs being fent to denounce fomc divine 
threat or vengeance for their fins f . But 
Samuel fopn quieted their fear^ upon that 
Jiead, and only let them know, that hq 

faaeb It, a trBjmi*al arch ) » a nmnument of hi* viaorw 
over ibem. PoffiWy tbe firft monunjent of the kind that 
ercr was ereoed. 

t Or periMpe^ioapprebenOonofhisbavingfled thither 
from «*»/•, wTMb. ^lul dut Ibey might fti^ h? Ilidter- 
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was come to facrificc to the Lord-, and 
enjoined them to famSify themfelves for their 
attendance upon the altar. (It feems fome 
iandtification was then deemed ncceflary, to 
qualify perfons for their fit attendance on the 
moft folemn ordinance of religion * ) : And 
when the facrifice was over, he called Jeffe 
and his fons to the feaft, which always fol- 
lowed the facrifice. 

Upon the appearance of EHab tfie firfl- 
bcM-n of Jejfe, the prophet, ftruck with the 
gracefiilnefs and dignity of his perfon, haftily 
concluded him the man appointed to the 
fovereignty by Almighty God. But this 
his human judgment (which probably was 
grounded upon the remembrance of a like 
^ceful mien and prefence in Saul) was 
quickly reproved ; and he was ^ven to un- 
derfland, that GoDJudgeth not, as man too 
-often doth, by appearances and fceming per- 
feftions, but by the fecret and unfeen powi 
crs and difpofitions of the heart. 

• Now, however ritual this fanflificatioa might be, 
JO. I believe it is not doubted but that it was tniended 
9$ an emUetn of that purer, and more fpiritual ian^ifi- 
cation, which fhould m required of all thofe who com- 
inenioraie (he grea facrifice for the fins of the whole 
vorld. 

Imme-} 
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■ Immediately iv£. other fons oijeffe were 
ordered to pafs in review before the prophet j 
but none of thefe had the divine approbatioq. 

The prophet, (as we may well imagine) 
fufHciently embarailed at this fufpenfe of the 
divine defignation, afked yepy if he had 
no other fon ? To which he anfwered, that 
he had one more, his youngeft, in the fields, 
keeping his fioclc. Upon which, the jmo- 
phet immediately ordered him to be fent for ; 
declaring, that they nwft not fit down until 
he came. Jejfe obeyed ; and when David 
arrived, (for he was the youngeft) God 
immediately ordered the prophet to arife and 
anoint him ; for this was he. 

Accordingly Samuel arofe and anointed 
him : but whether in the midft of his bre- 
thren, ;'. e. in their prefence ; or whether 
from the midft of his brethren, /. e. apart, 
and in the prefence only of yeJJ'e^ is not fo 
clear from the text. Tho' the rudenefs, 
with which they afterwards treated him, 
make? it more probable, that it was apart : 
uhlefs we fuppofe that rudenefs to have anfen 
from jealoufy, as very poflibly it might. 

"Frpm this account it appears, ift, That 

^amuel very unwillingly anointed another 

king 
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king in the life of SauL zdly. That if he 
had been fwayed by his own jiu^ment, 
JS/ur^ would have been the man. And, 3dly, 
That ifyeffe's jiu^jment had prevailed, his 
feven oUier fons had been preferred to David. 
From all which it is evident, that the elefbton 
of David to the throne of JJ'rael was an im- 
mediate a£t: of providence, without theleaft in- 
tervention of human wifdora or contrivance. 

Howi^(n»Wcame to be fo little accounted 
of in the eye of aparent, as not to be thoi^t 
worthy fo much as to be called to the fbil 
^itb his brethren, is not eafy to fay ; unleis 
it be^ that as elder children take earlier and 
fuller pofleflion of their parents affe£tic«is ; 
ipy unlefs they forfeit them by fome courfe 
of ill conduct, they feldcvn &il to retain fome 
preference in them to the laft. 

However, that David vranted no recom. 
mendadon of perfonal advantages, is evident ; 
for he was beautiful, and ( what implies a 
a great deal more) amiable. Tbc text tells 
us, he W0S ruddy, and fair ofeyes^ and goodly 
to look to, 3ut very probably, thefe advan- 
tages gave him little diftindion, in a family 
where beauty feems to have been i&miliar 
W)d hereditary. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, a 

A Digrejpen concerning Samud, the 
Prophets, and their Scioo/s, 

TH E unfcriptural reader may polUbly 
have fcHne curioiity to know who this 
extnuirdinary perfon might bc,who was diusap* 
pointed to puU down, and to fet up kin^ j and 
readers of another character will, I hope, in> 
dulge this {hort digreffion on that account. 

Samuel was of the tribe of Levi, and 
of a very diftinguiihed &nuly among that 
tribe, that of the Koatbites^ defcended from 
Korab the Gainfaytry whofe defcendants 
were eminent for their mufical (kill in the 
fervt(» of the temple } and are by fome com- 
mentatcvs (probably for that reafon) ac- 
counted prophets. His lather Elkanab a 
believed by fome men of learning to have 
been a prophet, and the fon of a projdiet • 
( and his mother is numbred among the pro- 
pheteiTes ) perhaps for no better reafon than 
his having been of the dty of Ramatbain 
Zo^bim * } which is interpreted Ramab of 

* &ippofed to be the Artmsths* of die NevTefi*' 
meoi. 

tbe 
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the Prophets ; tho', in ftri<a:nefs, it is Ramah 
of the Watchmettf prophets being fomctimes 
io ftyled in Scripture. 

His fether is believed to tmve been firft 
marry 'd to Hannah the mother of Samuel^ 
whom he tenderly loved ; but finding her 
barren, he (through that eager defire of" 
iffue which fwayed the Jews) took alfo 
another woman to wife, named Peninnah'i 
who finding herfe!ffufEcicntlyprolifick,could 
not forbear upbraiding Hannah with her 
barrennefs : and as Elkanah went up year by 
year to Shilob, where the ark then refided, to 
offer facrifice, Peninnab took the opportunity 
of the feaft which enfued, to vex her with more 
than ordinary reproaches upon thathead^ in 
the face of her family and friends j and this 
ihe did one day to fuch adegree, thatifa»i 
nab^ rifing from the feaft, in which ihb 
could not ftiarc, poured out her complain^ 
to God, and prayed and weJJt before him 
in extremity of anguifli, befecching him id 
beftow a fon upon her, and vo\rtng to dedi- 
cate him in a Very diftinguilhed manner to 
his fervice daring his whole life *, 

• The Levites, in their ordinary tourk, were obli- 
ged only to attend the fervice of the temple in their turns 
fit«n the age of twentyrfive to fifty ;.'—^ after which they 
became juoges, and pr^chcrs of r|ghceou(ae&. 

God 
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God heard her petitkHi, and ihe fulAUed 
her vow ; for, waiting only 'till the child 
Samuel Was weaned, (that is, 'till he was 
three years old) and rurmounting all the ties 
of tendernefs, and forgoing all her female 
&ars and fondnefs, fhe immediately con- 
veyed him to the temple, and dedicated him 
in a moft folemn manner, and with a nahlo 
hymn of humiliation and thankfgiving, to 
die fervice of God. 

Eli the h^h-prieft received him as be- 
came his piety -, and the little Samuel mini- 
fired before him from that day forward, and 
was early and fignally diftlnguifhed by the 
divine favour and influence, to the great and 
full fatisfafUon of all the people of Tfrael ; 
infomuch that when Eli and his wicked fons 
perifhed, he fucceeded to the fupreme civil 
power over the whole nation, where he 
fuflained the chanu^er of a moil equitable 
and righteous ruler, and juft judge ; which 
VaSk character he ftill fuAained ( even when 
God, for die fins of the Ifraelites^ gave 
diem a king) to his dying day. 
■ The particulars of SauN eieftion to the 
£ipreme power, and Samueh divefHng him- 
felf of it, are to be found at la:^ in the fidl 
book 
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book of Samueij and are^ I thinkj not Uii'^ 
worthy the curiouS reader's r^ard. 

Samuel now difpoflefluig himfelf of tho 
lupreme power, was however no way dimi- 
nifhed in dignity, or in the defire of doing 
good ; but continued revered alike both by 
prince and people. Part of his time he gave to 
the adminiftration of publick jufticc; and 
die refl he dedicated to die more immediate 
fervice of God, in a learned and religious 
retirement in one of the prophetidc fcfaools 
at Ramabt over which he prefided. Of 
thefe men and their fchools take this fhorc 
account ; 

The Jewilh nation had no fuch fchoolg 
or feminaries for the education of their chil- 
dren, as are now in ufe among us j widi 
them, parents were in the place of tutors J 
and as they had no regard, or, to fpeak more 
proferly, as they had great contempt, for 
heathen literature, they contented them-- 
felves with teaching their children their own 
language and laws ; upon full aflurance, that 
a proper proficiency and flcill in thefe, would 
gain them all the credit and efteem they 
defired : and as thdr law-giver had taken 
iufficicnt care to inculcate this duty, nothing 
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was more juftly reputable amongft them, 
than a confcientious difcharge of it. How- 
ever, forafrauch as parents are not always 
the beft qualified to the difcharge of this 
duty, and a careful ftudy and thorough 
knowledge of the fcriptures, was of fuch 
TOft importance, at once to inform and 
enlarge their minds, and to preferve them 
in the purity of their religion, and keep 

. ^em a diftinift people, it pleafedGoD to 
inftitute feveral orders of men for this pur- 
pofe ; of which the principal were the priefts> 
levites, and prophets. 

The bufinefs of the priefts was, to teadi 
die law in all its parts, to judge and to 
decide all controverfies ; and the levitcs were 
their fubaltems in all thefe ofHces. But as 

. 4 great part of their time was taken up in 
their attendance upon the altar, and other 
rituals of the Mofaic law j and as it is natural 
for men to lay a great, perhaps too great a 
ftrefs, upon thofe things in which they them- 
felves are greatly concerned and interefted . 
It pleafed God to raife up another order of 
men, to be a dieck upon the piiefts, and to 
be the guardians of the fpiritual part of the 
law oiMofes, as the priefts were of the cere- 
C monial ; 
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monial j and this was the order of die [MO- 
phets, a race of men, trained up by a long 
courfe of ftudy, difcipline, ftrift temperance, 
and utter contempt of worldly grandeur, to 
be teachers of righteoufnefs ; and fitted, 
by the beft habits of piety and virtue, to 
receive, upon extraordinary occafions, the 
infpirations of the Spirit of God. 

These were to the Jews the great teach- 
ers of virtue and wifdom, as the philo- 
fophers were in fome meafure to the Hea- 
thens; but with great difadvantage, from 
their deficiency in the two laft characters : 
whereas thefe advantages empowered and 
infpired the pophets to preach true righteouf- 
nefs to the people ; and to deprefs the value 
of all the rituals of religion, compared with 
it i to preach and to prepare thera for rfic 
kingdom of the Meffiab ; and to manifeft 
their miffion' by miracles, and prediftions of 
future events : which enabled them, on many 
occafions, to reprove and to reprefs alike 
iJie enormities of princes, priefts, and peo- 
ple; nay, fometimes, to awe even neig^ 
bouring nations into repentance and amend- 
ment. 

Now 
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Now tho' God, to fticw that the opera- 
tions of his Spirit are not tied to human 
inftitutions, ibmetimes chofe uneducated 
men, and even women, to receive and to 
puUiih his infpirations ; yet at the fame 
time, to manifeft the value of wife difci- 
pline, and good inftitutions, and to fhew 
their fitnefs to prepare men for the influence 
of the Spirit of God, he generally chofe his 
pro[^ts out of fuch as were educated in the 
ichools of the prophets ; of which take this 
ihort account, from a work of great learning, 
and (I think) equal candour * : 

" (fe the other hand, they were no lefs 
** carefUl to cultivate the knowle^ of them 
** {the Scriptures) among themfdves. We 
** cannot, indeed, be fure that they had any 
*' fynagogues before the captivity j tho' it be 
" ^ from improbable, coniideiing the great 
*' diftance at which fome <^ them lived from 
" the temple} and diat, at the beft, they were 
" cdiliged to refort thither but thrice in a 
** year : but other places they had for pra3rer 
" and inAru£tion, namely, the fchools of 
*' the prophets ; to which they might re- 
^ pair on the fabbaths, new-moons, and 

* UniverftlHift. p. 730, 7J1. 

C 2 « Other 
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20 j^ Hiftorical Account of 
^' other feftivals. By prophets, we mean 
'• notthofe ftriftly fo called, men endowed 
** with the fpirit of prophecy ; but their 
" dttciples, or, as the Hebrew idiom words 
" it, they^^j of the prophets. The former 
** were generally confulted by the kings, 
" priefts, and elders of their people, upon 
*' all extraordinary occafions, whether about 
" religion, or ftatc affairs ; and the latter 
** were brought up under them, and fitted for 
*' inftrudting the people in the way of virtue, 
" and the worihip of God. 

" These had their habitations chiefly in 
" the country ; tJiey Hved in a kind of fociety 
" among themfelves, and had generally one 
" or more of the prophets to be heads over 
** them, and to whom they gave the title 
" of father ; their houfcs were but mean, 
*' and of their own building j their food was 
" chiefly pottage made of herbs, unlefs when 
" the people fent feme better fare to them, 
•* fuch as bread, parched corn, honey, dried 
** fruits, and the like ; their drefs vras plaid 
** and coarfe, and tied about with a leathern 
" girdle : their wants being fo few, were 
*' eafily fupplied by their own hands ; and 
_" as their views reached no further, fo they 
" limited 
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the Life of King David. 21 
if limited their labour to that, that they 
*• might beftow the more time in prayer, 
** ftudy, and retirement. Riches were no 
" temptation to them in fach a ftate > and 
*' therefore Elijah not only refufed Naa~ 
" »M«'s prefents, but punifhed Gebaji in a 
" fevere manner, fpr having clandcftinely 
" obtained a fmall portion of them. This 
" laborious, reclufe, and abftemious courfe 
" of life, joined to the meanncfs of drefs, 
" ^ve them fuch a ftrange air, efpecially 
" among the courtiers, that they looked 
*' upon them as no better than mad-men. 
** Their extraordinary freedom in reprove- 
" ing even princes for their wicked deeds, 
" did likewife expofe them frequently to per- 
** iecutions, imprifonments, and fometimes 
" to death, efpecially in the reigns of fome 
" -mcked princes, fuch as were Jbab and 
** ManaJ'eb ; but, in the main, they were 
" always refpeited by the better and wifer 
" fort, even of the higheft rank, and ufed 
" with the utmoft reverence and regard 
" both in language and behaviour. " 

Many learned men have thought, that 

in thefe fchools they fludied arithmetick 

and aftronomy i and dodor Patrick thinks, 

C 3 that 
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22 An Hiflorkdl Account of 
that the Greek word Sophos, which was o^ 
ginaliy the title of Aftronomere, might be 
derived from Zoph, which in Hebrew figni- 
fies a Prophet. Nor is this an irrational con- 
jefture } efpedally when wc confider, that 
the prophets generally fixed their refidencc 
upon the tops of hills, where, if they ftudied 
not aftronomy, yet were they always at 
hand to preach a better knowledge of heaven 
to the people that delighted to facrificc on 
high places. 

One thing we certainly know, that in 
thefe fchools they ftudied and pra^fed 
mufick m great perfeiMon ; and as the praifes 
of God made a confiderablc part of their 
bufinefs, it is not to be imagined that their 
mufick was without fong. 

To conclude : " Here (fays the learned 
** Dr. Trapp) was profeffed the true philo- 
" fophy i whidi, according to jlrijiotle^ is 
*• a divine and heavenly doftrine indeed * j 
*' fer different from that vain and deceitfiil 
" philofophy which the apoftle inveigheth 
" agajnft {Col. ji. 8.), and which is in truth 
" RotMng but fophjftry ; which Jriftotle 

'1 calls 
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*'■ calls a feeming, but not a fubftantial 
" wifdom * ". 

Of this order of men was Samuel^ an 
eminent prophet, and patriot ! a prophet, 
and the fon and father of prophets ! die child 
of piety and prayers, and the man of God. 



CHAP. m. 

What mfued upon David'j being 
anointed to the Sticceffton of the 
Throne^ together with the Occafion of 
his being called to Saul'j Court. 

DAVID, clefted and anointed to die 
throne -|-, in the manner already 
mentioned, became frcrni that day eminent 
for fortitude, prudence, and piety, beyond 
any man of his own, or perhaps of any fuc- 

i Ic is hardly to be fuppoied {dy the authors of CTw- 
verfal Hifiory, p. 71JJ, note E) that Samuel did then 
explain the whole myftcn' of his anointing of Davitt ; 
which might have had lomc fatal confequence] had it 
COioe to SauCs ears : but as ic was ufiial to anoint men to 
die office of prophet, as well as to the regal dignity, it 
is more likely cha: he lefi them to fuppole the Former. 



C 4 ceeding 
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ceeding age. It is true, they that credit dw 
fcripture hiftory in this aiFair, will eafily 
account for all thefe extraordinary accom- 
plilhments and improvements j for that 
aflures us, that the Spirit of the Lord came 
upon David from that day forward *. And 
I Ihould be gkd to learn from thofc who do 
not credit this Hiftory, how otherwife they 
can account for thofe extraordinary eifedls 
and endowments, which immediately cnfued 
David's defignation to the throne. 

I SHOULD be glad to learn from thefe 
gentlemen, how a defignation to empire, 
which, in its ordinary courfe, is too apt to 
corrupt, debafe, and over-fet with vanity, 
ihould raife an obfcure youth^ uneducated, 
and little accounted of even in the efteem of 
a parent's partiality^ in an obfcure ag& and 
country, without the advantage either of 
inftnuftion or example, into the greateft mu- 
llcian, the nobleA poet^ and die moft con- 



♦ Tho* tiii outwird drcumftances were not changed 
ID the mean time, for he conitnuetl keeping his father's 
flock ; yec the anointing was not an empty ceremony : 
a divine power went along widi the ioitituted 13gn, and 
he found himfelf inwardly advanced in wifdom, courage, 
concern for the publicit, and all qualificatic»)S proper tot 
a prince j to fatisiy hita, thai his eledtioa was of God. 
milar'$mfi. »f$htChuTth, &c. f. 146. 

fummate 
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fummate hero of all antiquity j far that 
David-was all thefe, and more than thefe, 
will, I h(^, be one day out of all doubt 
with the candid reader. 

In the mean time, until they explain, it 
is not, I think J unreafonable to hope that the 
candid reader will believe. 

When Samuel's important bufinefs at 
Bethlehem was over, he returned again to his 
ufual refidence at Ramahj and David to his 
flock } where his great abilities and endow- 
ments quickly became fo confpicuous, that 
they recommended him in a very difUn- 
guifhed manner to the fervice of Saul^ whofc 
mind now becalne difturbed by all the black . 
and malignant paffions, without any reafon 
that we know of, but that which the text 
tells us, that the Spirit of the Lord was now 
departed from Inm^ and an evil jpirit from 
the Lord troubled bim *. _ 

Whether any more be meant by this, 
than that God, for Sauh hardened impeni- 
tence, withdrew his reftraining and guiding 

* Jefsphus relates, thac hefamttimes became Hit a dema- 
Kiack., he having ioT^iken God and his duty, ( fays Mr. 
Milimr^ ibid.) the Lord, in his righteous judgmenr, with- 
drew from him thofe altiftances of the good Spirit whiLh 
formerly fitted him for the government. 

grace, 
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26 ^ Hifiorkd Accoma of 
grace, and left him a pr^ ta his owm paf- 
fions, I cannot take upon me to fay. This 
only I am fure of, that no man living needs 
a heavier chaftifemcnt from Almighty Gors 
than the letting his own pa(BcHis loofe 
upon him : The confequence to the mind, 
I apprehend, would, in that cafe, be much 
the fame, as it would be to the body, if 
the reftraining preffurc of the air were r&p 
moved, and all the mufcles, vellels, and 
humours, left to the full freedom of their 
own powers and tendencies. 

On the other hand^ I cannot fee upon 
what principles of reafon, reUgion, or phi- 
lofophy, we ihould take upon us abfo- 
lutely to preclude the agency of evil fpirits 
in this cafe ; or why God fhould be any 
more reftrained in the ufe of their powers, 
on this or the like occafions, than in thofe 
of bears, lions, fcorpions, or noxious ani- 
mals of any kind, fome of which, we know, 
he hath employed, for chaftifing or reftrain- 
ing the enormities of his creatures. And 
bcfides, there is this prefumption in favour 
of this latter opinion, that Saut% phyficians, 
who knew their own buftnefs beft, and could 
beft judge whether the diibrder of his mind 
lay 
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lajr within their province, or lirithout it, 
cxprefly afcnbc it to the agency now mm- 
tion^ ( I Sam. xvi. 15.) : Biboldmm an nil 
J^rit from God trcuhietb thee. They then 
proceed «> prefcribe in the foUowii^ manner j 
Let our lord now command tbefervants whtcB 
are before tbee^ to feek out a man who is a 
cunning player on the harp % and it Jhall come 
to fafi^ when the evil jpirit from God is upon 
tbee^ that be Jhall play with bis bandy and 
tbmtjhalt be leell. 

Commentators, who afcribe this dif- 
order to natural caufes, abound with learned 
neafonings and quotations, to prove the power 
of muliclc in cafes of diis kind ; and particu- 
larly urge that proof from Seneca^ {de Ira^ 
1. iii. c. 9.) \hzX. Pythagoras quieted the per~ 
turhations of the mind with a harp *. And, 
poffibly, fo he might : but as we are not 
told whence thofe perturbations proceeded, 
his having done fo, no way aflfefts the que- 
Aion before us. All that we know of, is, that 



* Vythaiflftu ftrturiatiaaei tumni lyra tomftuhdt. 

T^iMMi tells us, (torn. 3. BuckUfacAw. I.57. fe£t. 19.) 
that after the Farifian mitCicrc, Char lei the Ninth was wont 
to have his flecp difturbcd t^ niehtly horrors, and was 
compotcd to lelt by a lymphon; of Jinging-boys. 
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we have reafon to believe, from the example 
oiEliJha, 2 Kings m. (nor will the bcftj^- 
lofophy forbid us) that quieting the pertur- 
bations of the mind, is abfolutely ncce^ry 
towards receiving the fecred influence of the 
Spirit of God. And if fo, then may we 
fairly conclude, that the &me llate of mind 
which fits us for the influence of good fpirits, 
as naturally unfits us for the influence of fuch 
as are evil : and therefore the fame power of 
mufick which quieted £///!6<i's rage and indig- 
nation ^ainfl: the idolatrous "Jeboram *, and 
fitted him for the agency of the Holy Spirit 
of God, might, for the fame reafon, by 
quieting Saut% unruly paflions, xmfit him for 
the agency of the evil fpirit which troubled 
him, and, of confequence, work his cure 
for that time. Andaccordingly we areaffured 
by die facred hiflxirian, that David was 
recommended to Saul, on this occafion, by 
one of his fervants, to play before him j 
that he was fent for accordingly j that his 
fether immediately difpatched him with a 
fmall prefent of bread and wine to the 

* That the prophet was in a rage againft bioo, appears 
evidently from his anfwcr; Get tEee to the {rochets gftbji 
ftthtTy and the prepbett (f thy mtther. 

king; 
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ting } and that his mufick had the defired 

effedt. And if we fuppofe Jofepbus's account 
of this matter to be true, that David added 
Icmgs and hymns to the harmony of his harp, 
(hymns diat reprefled the fuggeftions of the 
evil fpirit) what is it which the united power 
of fuch mufick, and fuch poetry, might not 
effed: * ^ And that he did fo, is, I think, 
more than probable ; firft, bccaufe he ex- 
celled both in voice and poetry ; and itvras na- 
tural he Ihould, on this occafion, exert his 
talents ; fecondly, becaufe he could not but 
know, that fuch united accomplilhments 
iTOuld at once more endear him to Sauly 
and be more eifeiflual to his amendment 
and, thirdly, becaufe this was the known 
fubfequent pradice and praife of all the 
celebrated bards of antiquity. Nor have 
I the leaft doubt, but that the diftinguiflied 
honours paid in after-ages to thofe who 
excelled on the harp, added to thofe high 
and known epithets of divine, injpired by 
God, and honoured by the people^ were de- 
rived from the tradition of David's infpira- 



• XevterateSt we are told, cured madnefe by the har- 
mony of veric. Mexander at ^Uxawdro, Gemat. lib.2. 
cap. 17. 

"^ tion. 
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tion, and the honours heaped upon him both 
by Almighty God, and the whole realm <^ 
ifrael 

This beft accounts for Homer's * feating 
the divine Demodocus (introduced by an 
herald) on a filver fhidded throne, in the 
moA: honourable part of the aflembly, and 
at a fingle and feparate table, like an eaflern 
prince ; and at another time placing him (in 
the middle of the a&mbly ) as the Ifraelites 
did Eli the high-prieft in the height of his 
dignity, on a feat againft a pillar ; and crown- 
ing all with the appellation of the hero Demo- 
docus * ; honours utterly abfurd, and unac- 
countable, even in this age of mu£cal ido- 
latry, 

• It appears from Sir Ifmae Newtti^s ChrtntUgy, dwt 
Homer flourifhed about one hundred and fifty years after 
Da-vid i and that the Fhaniciam^ who fled from Zidon 
and from Davi/i, under CaJmuSj Fhwiux, Sec. carried 
letters, mufick, and poetry into Grteee. Thefc mm 
could not but know the true charader of their con- 

Sueror ^ and letters beii^ then in uie, it was afy to 
erive it to their polierity, tho' their hatred of him m^it 
make them conceal or change his name. 
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ktry, npoa any other than ihie for^oiog 
fuppofidon. 

As the recommendatioa now made toSaul 
of David, is very remarkable, the reader 
will not, I hq)e, be difpleaicd to dwell a lit- 
tle npMi it : Titm anfwered one oftbeferaantt, 
and/aid. Behold, I have fern afonofjefft 






MiCts ixi tefTiftm, - 



'Hf« AufcoJ'iKr. 'O M H P. 'Of Ml. 9. 

* t^*re Demodocus, tbe bMrdtffmtie, 
Tatigbt bj tbt gaJt to pttafe. B. 8. v. 40. 

Tht htraU mv3 KrrpxMi, taid pa4n ^lami 
Tbt fatredmafitr of (tUftial fong. v- jy-lf. 

High n « ratSsmt tbranti pMim mfiatt, 
ZndrcUd by huge tmiltifiijer, ttfin : v. (Ii-k 
mtb fihuT (bMt tbe thrnt ; 

Sefiirf bis feat a poUfi'J table Jbtnet. v.6$. 
Tbejtj from tbe cbime, Ulyflcs tarves with art 
BeUtwut food, «M btmr*rj fart. v. jao. 
Laves tbert a mam beneath tbe Jfaciout skieiy 
Who facrtdimowfs » tbe bsrdJemet f v. 524. 

Pope's Odyir 
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ibe Betblemite^ that is cunning in pi^iftg^ 
and a mighty valiant man, and, a man of, 
war, and prudent in matters, and a cemely 
ferfon, and the Lard is loitb bim. 

Here we fee to what a he%hc of repu- 
tation David's endowments had raifed faim, 
fcven in his retirement, from the . time that 
/be Spirit of the Lord came upon btm : his 
iame grew, as Horace tells us that of Mar- 
cellus did, like a tree long hid in the ihade, 
which was at full growth as foon as it vn& 
fecn. And that there was fomething very 
extraordinary in the endowments of David^ 
appears evidently from the laft claufe of 
this recommendation, ^d tbe Lord is with 
him : plainly implying, that he was. highly 
favoured and eminently protei^sd by Al- 
mighty God. 

In the next place, we may obferve the 
artful addrefs of this recommendation, which 
paints out Davids tho' yet a youth, as now 
in his prime both of valour and prudence. 
And to account for this, the reader is to 
know, that valour and ilrength were the firft 
and moft advantageous recommendations to 
the fevour of 5tfa/, who (like fomc prints 
of our age) piqued himfelf upon bringing 
men 
I 
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men of that charafter into his fervice ( i Sam. 
adv. 5.) : ^d -when Saul Jaw anyjirong man, 
or any valiant man, he took him unto him. 

In the next place, Saul^ we know, was 
troubled with an evil fpirit, under whofe 
influence he was, doubtlefs, guilty of many 
and great extravagancies j it was not fit that 
a raw, ^ddy youth ihould be witnefs to 
thefe i and therefore David is recom- 
mended as a prudent, and a ^^liant man : 
as a man of prudence, he was fitter to be 
trufted with die fecret of Saul's extravagan- 
cies in his fits i and as a valiant man, he was 
more likely to bear with the infirmities of a 
brave man, as Saul was j and therefore the 
occafion required, that not only his cha- 
ra<Ser, but his age alfo ihould now be raifed 
as much as jraflible. Nor did David belyc 
the recommendation made of him j for the 
iacred hiftorian affures us, that he not only 
approved, but endeared himielf to&w/, and 
was made his armour-bearer. 

Thus was David called to court, and 
a commerce with the world, and gradually 
prepared and fitted for the great part he wa& 
to a£b in it, by the pure appointment of the 
divine Providence, without any forecaft or 
D cox- 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



34 -^ Hifiorkal Account of 
contrivance cither of his own, or of his 
friends. 

How long David continued at court, 
and when and why he refcurned to his 
fether, and his flock, is no-where told us. 
His fituation widi Saul fecms not ^together 
fo well fitted for the views of a great genius. 
Doubtlefs, he found himfelf formed £(»■ gftat 
things ; and, poflibly, with all his hilmitity 
about him, he was ndt long fatisfled wl^ 
his condition and character j and preferred, 
in Cafaf% way of thinking, to be firft among 
the (hepherds, than lafl, or even low, lA 
Sauh tram. Or, poflibly, Sauh fevOur 
(for he \ras fufficiently inconflant) might 
have abated with his diftemper ; and there- 
fore, when he found himfclf tolerably re- 
covered, and his thoughts were wholly 
taken up with preparations for the Pbilijiine 
*w*''» J'Jf' might eafily have redeemed Da- 
vij's attendance, by fubftituting three other 
fons in the fcrvice of Saul. 

But whatever the occafion of his leaving 
the court might be, it is evident, it was ndt . 
without the fpedal appointment of Provi^ 
dence i whofe piirpofes required, that whdi 
David Ihotild noct make his appearance 
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the Life of King t)A\i^. 35 
ther^ it fiioald h& under t more sdvanta- 
geous charafiet dian diat of the moil exceU 
lent mufidan j which fpou aftef came to 
psUs. 



CHAP. IV. 
David'j Duel with Goliah. 

HOW long David had now been 
returned to his father and his flock, 
when the Pbilifiine war broke out, can n(^ 
where be clearly coUefled } bat I think it 
pretty evident, that he returned, upon his 
fadwr's fending his three eldeft fons into the 
fervice oiSaul : for when we are told, that 
JOavid was the youngeft fon, and the 
three eldeji followed Saul ; the £u:red hifto- 
rian immediately fubjolns, But David went 
and returned from Siuly to fied his father's 
jheep at Bethlehem. 

The occafitm of this wxr b oaknown; 
jttobably, the Plnliftinet wov tempted to 
cngBge in it by the £ujie of Sai^9 lunacy, 
which would leave h^ ill aUe to oeiubdk it, 
IQ advauu^ ' 

P 2 M 
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A s little arc we informid of the con^u- 
ance of this war, or in what year of it to fix 
the sera of the Pbilifiine champion's chal- 
lenge ; we are only told, that when David 
was directed by his fether to go to the camp 
o( Saul, with ibme neceflary provifions for 
his brethren, and a prefent of ten cheefes 
for the captain of their thoufand. He rofe up 
early in the morning, and left Lis flock with 
a keeper, and took and went as y^t" had 
commanded him, and came to the camp juft 
as both armies were going to engage : He came 
to the trench^ fays the text, as the hoji icas 
going forth tojightj and Jhouted for the battle. 
This found foon inflamed his manly fpirit 
with more than common ardour, to fee, 
and to ihare in the engagement. He left 
lus carriage in the care of the officer who 
guarded the bagg:^, and ran into the army, 
and faluted his brethren ; and as he talked 
•with them, { both armies being now drawn 
up iij battle array ) the Philijiine champion, 
,Goliab of Gatb, who, it feems, had now 
braved the IfraeUte army for forty days tog&. 
,tber, itept out as ufual, to. ut^ his chal- 
lenge, which he did with aloud and terrible 
voice, the tenour of which was as. follows: 
That, 
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That, to fpare the efFufion of human 
bIoo3, they (hould decHne a general engage- 
ment, and leave the decifion of their quar- 
rel to the valour of a fingle champion chofen 
on each fide, whofe defeat, or victory, 
fliould determine that of his country, who 
were to follow his fete : — If, fays he, your 
mah be able to fight with me, and to kill me^ 
then wiUiee be your fervants ; but if I prevail 
againfi him, and kill him, tbenfkall ye be our 
fervants, andferue us : concluding all with 
a hold- defiance of the Tfraelite army, and 
demand of an antagonift. 

The challenge was plaufible : but how- 
ever feemingly founded upon fortitude and 
humanity, was not in reality the eiFeta of 
either. " The cafe was thus : The Philifiines 
had one man amongll them of a very An- 
gular make and chara<Ser ; his ftature was 
gigafttick, and his ilrength proportionable j 
he was nine feet nine inches high *, and his 
very arms and armour were more than a load 
for another man. He is generally believed 



• Flhty telts us, that a man of ch« flature was brought 
from Artikia 10 RoT!te,in ^c m^n oiClaud:us, \.j. c.i6. 
where he mentions the remains of other men of mucb 
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38 ^ Hsftorkal Acc9mt 0/ 
to be a Pbilijiine n(4)leman, and, as a mark 
of dignity, an armour-bearer carried his 
^eld before him } a di{lin£Uon which .^. 
xan4fr the Great *, and other ancient heroes, 
al\i(^yE afieded. Jt is no wonder then if the 
Pbilifiinei confided more in the ftrength and 
j^wefs of tlvs man, Uian in that of their 
mercenary forces, which were their chief 
Arength \ and therefore diofe rather to reft 
their caufe upon his Jingle arm, than the iffiie 
of a general engagement. 

Resides all this, they well knew, that 
foch a challenge, from fuch a man, was 
admirably fitted to ftrike a general^ terror 
into the adverfe army, inafmuch as it could 
not &il to make an imprefHon of fear upon 
the breaft of every fingle man in it. If 
then the Ifraelites accepted the challenge, 
the Philijiines were aflured of conqueft ; 
if they declined it, it muft be from die im- 
prefiion of an univerfal fear, which would 
better open their \ray to vi<aory in a general 
engagement. 

• ArrianteWt us {\.6. p.244.Edit.Grnwv,) that^/r- 
xander had the thield caken out of the temple of Trajan 
Faliaiy cuiied betbre blm in all his ban^. 

Ik 
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In this diftrefs David found the forces of 
his country ; Saul and all Ifrael mightily dif- 
mayed, not daring fo much as to fiand the 
tenor of ib&Pbili^iru's prefcnce, but retiring 
to their trenches as he approached : and hcre^ 
as it was natural, dmr converfation wholly 
turned upon this cfaampi(m, and the reward 
offered by the kii^ to any one that fliould 
flay him in combat; no lefs than the free- 
dom of his &mily, added to great riches^ 
and the honour of the king's alliance by mar- 
riage with one of his daughters } aiking one 
another (as the manner of men is who 
could think of nothing elfc) Had they fcen 
him ? and telling one another ( what every 
one of them knew) what reward ihould be 
given to the man that fubdued him. 

David liftened to their account, and 
^nixed in their enquiries with an eager curio> 
lity, exprefling at the fame time fomc degree 
of wonder, that no one had yet accepted the 
challenge : fHiat Jhall be done^ fays he, ta 
the man that killetb this Pbilifiine, and taketh 
away the reproach from Ijratl ? And again ; 
For who is this uncircumcifed Pbilijiine^ that 
be Jhould defy the armies of the living God ? 
The workings ofDavid's modefty and valour 
D 4 are 
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40 An Hijiorkal Account of 
are finely painted in thefe queftions : his 
niodefty would not fuffcr Hm diredly and 
openly to accept the challenge, and profefs 
himfelf Goliab's antagonift ; and yet the 
fortitude of his own beating breaft, and the, 
glory of the undertaking, left him wholly 
at a lofs why others Ihbuld decline it. His 
cldefl: brother, Eliab^ obferved his ardour, 
and was offended at it : he, who knew Da- 
vid's fpirit, foon faw his defign j and, filled 
with indignation left David (hould atchieve 
what he himfelf had not dared to undertake, 
he reproved him with the moft taunting 
queftions. Why he left his flock ? and what he 
had to do there ? upbraiding him at the fame 
time, that nothing but vanity, and a vicious 
curiofity, had drawn him thither : the', 
without doubt, he was well acquainted with 
his true errand. To all this, David (who 
found his indignation rifing, but would not 
allow himfelf to indulge it agalnft his elder 
brother) made no other reply, than by 
afking l}is brother what he had done to offend 
him ? and whether the greatnefs of the occa- 
fion did not juftify all the queftions he could 
aflc about it ? Then, turning to foraebody 
elfc, he renewed his enquiries j and, ftung 

with 
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with double indignation, at the ill treatment 
of his brother, and the infolence of the PUr 
liftine, he broke but into fuch open declara- 
tions of accepting the diallenge, as were 
quicldy brought before Saul ; and being 
ailed and examined in his prefence, con- 
tinued undaunted in his refdution. 

Saul endeavoured to difluade him from 
fo tafh and defperate an attempt, by a remon- 
ftrance of his youth, and GoUab\ confirmed 
ftrength, and experienced valour ; but to flo 
purpofe. David defended his Jefign, by 
relation of his fuccefi againft enemies fell as 
dangerous as Goliab. 

There is an united dignity and humility' 
in the relation, which no words but his own 
can come up to ; — Tb/ fervant, faid he, 
kept bis father's Jheep ; and there came a lioH 
and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock, 
and I went out after bim^ and f mote him^ and 
delivered it out of his mouth : and -when be 
arofe againft me, I caught bim by bis beard i 
andfmate him, and Jlem him. Th/ fervant 
Jlevy both the lion and -the bear ; and. this 
uncircumcifed Philiftine Jhall be as one of 
them, feeing be batb defied the armies of the 
living God. 

Here 
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Here we fee, that Davitts confidence c^ 
juccefs is fininded cm Goliab's blafph^iy^. 
whichhaddcbafcdhimuiabntte; ^nd ^ie»- 
fore ho now earned no more terror with him, 
than a lion or a bear. 

There is nafihing more offenfive and 
Shocking to the horaan ear, than felf-praiie ; 
inafmuch as it is ordinarily the cSc& of 
two very c^eafive and unlovely paffions, 
felf-love, and intemperate vanity : and yet, 
when it is extorted, as it was here, 1 know 
nothing more becoming, or more noble. It 
is then adorned with all the d^nity of felf- 
defence, under the &lleil imputation of the 
heavieft guilt. And yet David'^ temperance 
and modeAy are remarkable even here : he 
defcribes his combat with the lion, in the 
fiiorteft and fimpleft narration that ever ww 
made of fuch a combat j — Icaugia him k^ 
his beardy and fmote bim^ and Jem him .* — 
and, to avoid the tedium of dwelling upon his 
own exploits^ fays no more oS his combat 
with the bear, but barely, that he Jlew him. 

And, as if even ^as veere top ipuch, 

he concludes all in the ftyle of a Bjuin who 

had rather efcaped than conquered; -r—. 

The Lord, who delivered me out oftbef^m of 

the 
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tbf UoHy and out tf tht paw of the bear^ be 
will deliver me out fftbe band of this Phi~ 
lifiine. Upon which, Saulj ftruck with the 
Aiadincfe of his refcdution, grounded upon 
fo juft and lu^le a ocmfideoce, immediately 
died out } Cff f and thf Lard be with thee. 

And now hu carp was, to ice his cham- 
pion pioppiiy {Mtmded with aims offenfive 
and defenfive j and accordingly he put his 
own armour upon him, an helmet of brafs, 
and coat of mail. And when Havid had 
girded his fword upon his armoor, and 
aflayed to go, he ibund himfelf encumbered 
and embantfie^ by a warlijte apparatus to 
wfaidi he was unaccuflomed ; and therefore, 
defiring to be excu&d from making ufe of 
dsm, he put their^ off ; and taking his flaff 
in his hand, he choic &vc finooth fiqnes out 
of die brook which divided the hostile amiies 
and pm them in his {hepherd's fcrip ; and 
fo, tatting his fling in one hand, and his ftaff 
in ihc other, he advanced towards his qdver- 
fary. Nor was Goliah lefs forward j for he 
alfo advanced to the coiiibat with his armour- 
bfacer before him. But when, upon a nearer 
apprpach to Davids he difcem«i his youth 
and beauty, he difdaincd the effeminacy of 
his 
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his afpeft ; and, filled with indignation, to 
find himfelf fo contemptDOufly paired, and 
afiaulted like a dog, with iloiKS and a ftaiF, 
he vented his rage in rejproaches and execra. 
tions, devoting his adverfary to the wrath and 
vengeance of his gods ; and then, callingaloud 
to him, bid him advance, that he might give 
his fleih to the fijwls of the air, and the 
hearts of the field. To thefe taunts and 
threats D<to:V only made this anfwer; Thou 
comeft to me ivifb afword^ .and- vnth ajpear^ 
and with ajhield ; but I come to tbee in the 
name of the Lord of hofh, the God of tbe 
armies of Ifrael, ivbom thou kaji defied. And- 
then, infpirtd with a clear forefight of that Juft 
vengeance which this blafphcmy would draw 
down both lipon him, and upon thofc that abet^ 
ted him j he adds ; 'This d^ nsill tbe hord de~ 
liver thee into mine band * ; and I nviUfrntte 
tbee, and take thine bead from thee ; and I mil. 
give the carcaffes of tbe hoji of tbe Philijiines 
this day unto the fowls of tbe airy andta the 

* The di&rence between there threits is remarkible. 
Goliah, in full confidence of his own ftrcngth, bids DaW 
tetne tip, and I -will givt thy fiefb, &C. David, confidb% ■ 
only in the protciftion of ProvtdeDcc, retorts j Tih da) 
•wilt tht Lord deliver thee intv mj havd \ and then tells 
him what he ia to expeA. .... 

mid 
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'wild beafii ^ the earth : that all the earth may 
know thai there is a God in Ifrael, . And all this 
ajemhlyfixill know, that the Lord favetb not 
with Jwerd and Jpear : for the iattU is the 
ZtOrd'Sy and he •will give you into our hands. 

So fiying, he fprung forward with a 
noble alacrity to meet his antagonift j and, 
putting his hand into his hag, took thence a 
fime, and fiang it^ and fmote the PhiUJline 
in bis forehead, that the jlone funk into his 
forehead, and befell upon his face to the earth. 

This done, he ran up to his proftratc 
enemy, and ilandJng upon him, drew out 
his own fword, {iar David had none) and 
cut off his head. 



CHAP. V. 

7h Friendjkip tf^David and Jonathan. 

Some Difficulties in the f acred Text, 
cleared. DavidV comhat compared 
with that o/'Dioxippus the Athe- 
nian Athlete. 

TH E Philifines, ftruck with a fudden, 
conftemation upon the defeat and 
death of their champion, fled j and the 
Ifraelites^ 
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IfratliUs^ giving a grcit fhout of joy. pur- 
fued them with a dreadful {laii§^iter, to the 
gates of Gatb and Wtran *, didr fenced 
dtics ; and then returning, took the fpcsl of 
thdr camp. 

When David returned from the fktfg^ter 
of the FbiltfiitteSy Jbner the king's generd 
prefented him to Saul ivith GoHab's head in 
his hand. What reception Saul gave him, 
or what converfation David had with hirt 
on that occafion, we know not : but we 
have reafon to believe, that his fpeech wras 
agtecable to his preceding condud, fliort 
and humble, giving God the glory. AW 
that we are told, is, that Saul enquired 
whofe fon he was : and that when their 
converfation was ended, Jonathan^ the king's 
eldeft fon, conceived the tendered and 
ftrongffft affe^oh for him from that mo- 
ment. 

There is an inexpreffiblc dignity in the 
filence of the fcriptures on this and fuch-likc 
occafions. Minute defcription Would bring 
them too near the level of common hiftory i 
and, on occafions fo very extraordinary, 

• The reGdeocM of two of the five Vhitipm lords. 

would. 
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Would, vntkalltfaeftri£tnefsoftnidi,debafe 
them even to an air of romance ; -vriuxcas, in • 
&e prelent management, the writer's eod is 
fiiUy dnrweredj by a ihoit acownt of th6 
eifedls dS iihis converfation upon the heart of 
a pkms, an inteUigent, and heroic youth. 
We now behold this part of the facred hiflfxy 
in more than ail the dignity of a noble 
pdurtrait ^ in which Ddvid^ bending to hiB 
prince, and laying the head of his fierceft {ot 
at his feet, appears in the faireft light, and 
noMeft attitude, that ever youthful hero 
was drawn in. I^d indeed would it be 
to paint out the congenial joy, tfie Rowing 
gladnefs of 'Jonathan^ generous heart, upon 
|h6 foccefs of fo much piety and virtue ; 
and as hard, perhaps, to fhew the fecret 
workings of SauH growing aivy, undo- all 
the outward femblance oi complacence and 

applaufe. Sure I am, the fiAj^ hath 

both dignity and difficulty endugh to exer- 
dfe, and perhaps to exhauft, ^e lldll ^ 
the nobleft artift diat ever adorned the pro- 
llffiaD. 
- ft U T, Jiowever that may be, the friendihip 
of DaviJ and Jottatbrnn^ fo fuddenly con- 
ceived, and fo ilrongly cemented from that 
moment, 
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moment, is matter of juA admiration with 
all thinking men, and feems to ji^ve .fome- 
thing in it hx tranft^nding the ordinary 
courfe of human aff^tionsj or, to fpeak 
more plainly, feems to have been very pecu- 
liarly appointed and raifed by Providence, for 
the prefervation of David *. 

One circumftanceof this friendfhip ought 
not, I think, to be omitted ; and that Is, 
that when "Jonathan and David made a 
covenant, 'Jonathan ftript himfelf of the 
, robe that was upon him, and gave it to 
David^ and his garments, even to his fword, 
and to his bow, and to his girdle. Wher- 
ther this pdight not have given rife to that 
cuftom which hath obtained among the 
caftern monarchs, of prefenting fwords and 
veils, as marks of favour and eftecm, is fub- 
mitted to the reader. 

But it is time we now return to clear 
fomc difficulties that have embarafled this 
part of the facred text. 



•This friendfhip is thus Tec forth in the facred text: 
"li^e foul of Jonathan via! knit iiJ-lh the foul of Oa'oidt 
and yanathaM loved him as bit own foul. And aAin : 
Jonathan and David made ( or, as it is in the Hehreio^ 
(ut) a coveaantf -ieeaufe hi loved him as bit evrnfiul. 



When 
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When David v/2^ recommended toSaul^ 
Be was recommended as a man prudent and 
valiant j whereas, when he was going againft 
Goliabt ibme years after, he is called, in the 
facrcd text, a youtbt and zjiripling. 

1 answer: That the firft part of this 
objedion hath been already removed, by 
ihcwing, that altho' David was then very 
young, yet die occalion required that his 
age and character Ihould then be raifed as 
much as poflible {See pag. 32, 33.): 
Whereas, both when he was going againft 
a giant, and returning from the conqueft, 
nothing was more natural than to deprefs 
both, as much as poflible : the firft, in 
order to diftiiade him from fo defperate an 
attempt J on the fucccls of which, not only 
his own fafety, but alfo the &fety and honour 
of his country depended : and the fecond was 
as natural, when he had fucceeded, to raife 
the glory of his conqueft, by the oppofition 
of his youth to Goliab'% cftablifhed ftrength 5 
in comparifon of whom, he was, in truth, 
but aftripling. So that the words ^0»/£ and 
firipling are here comparative terms. David 
had now, in all probability, not exceeded 
his twenty-fccond year } and we know it is 
£ com- 
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common, in our own langu^e, to call per- 
fbns of that age boys and diildren, when 
compared with men of more years and expe- 
rience } and it is evident from the tcxt^ diat 
Goliab himfelf confidered him in the fame 
light. 

There is yet another difficulty, feem- 
ii^ly greater. When David returned from 
the flaughter of the Pbilifiine, Saul en- 
quired who he was : which implied, he 
knew him not ; and Abner could not teH 
him. This feems ilrange, confidering that 
David had reilded fo long and fo lately at 
court, and was in a good degree of ^vour 
v/iHiSauL But, after all, the difficulty is not 
very great : Jlbner might have been abfent 
from court during the greater part of David's 
refidence there ; or, if he were prefent, might 
have little relifh for Davids mufick ; and, 
confequendy, taken little notice of him. 
Befides, David had now been abfent from 
court for a year or two ; and they that are 
acquainted with courts, will be little fur- 
prized to find men forgotten there in lefs 
time, who were more coniideraUe than 
Davi dxindcr the charader of a good harper, 
or of Sauh armour-bearer. 

Besides 
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Besides all this^ one or two years growth 
otJDavid's beard and ftature *, added to the 
influence of the weather upon his com- 
plexion, and the roughnefs of his ihepherd's 
habit, might make a coofiderable change in 
his perfon and appearance^ and fufHciently 
difguife him to a man lefs diAurbed in his 
imderftanding than Sau/, 

As there is fomcthing very remarkable 
both in the manner and the event o( David's 
combat with GoHab^ I hope I.ihall be for-c 
^ven, if I ibut up this head with a ihort 
relation of a like combat, recorded by Cur^ 
tius (1. 9. c. 7.) i and the only one (except 
that of the Epean and Mtolian, mentioned 
by Straho -f-) I know of, in all the accounts 
of antiquity, that hath any refemblance 
to it. 



* WbenbewufirftreconimcDdcd to5n/asa raliant 
man, be had then, probably* attained to the ordinary 
fize of men, which is not uncommon at eighteen : he 
wat now tall enough to be fitted by 5«k/'3 armour, and 
we know 5Ws mx exceeded i this mieht make a con- 
fiden^le chaise in his appeaiancC} dio' Ml in the bloom 
of youth. 

t Lib. 8. pag. 548. edit. Amfielod. apud J'. Wtltirtt 
1707. 



E » Diox- 

D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



52 ^ Hiji&rical Accmnt of 

Dioxippus dw Athenian *, in hig^ favour 
widi Alexander the Great ^ for his ftrength 
and dexterity at all the Atbletick exercifes> 
was challenged by Horratas^ a Macedonian^ 
to tingle combat. He accepted the challenge 
with iuflicient contempt } and to fhew it, ap- 
peared at the place appointed, naked, anoint- 
ed, and crowned as a conqueror in the Olym- 
pick games, with only a fmall purple mantle 
wraj^Kd round his left hand, and a knotty 
dub in his right. Horratas came to the 
field of battle in complete armour, with a 
fiiield and fword, a lancet in his right- 
hand, and a fpear in his left, and began the 
fight by darting his lance at his adverfary ; 
whidi he, by a little bent of his body, eafily 
declined j and before Horratas could Ihift 
his fpear into his right-hand, broke it to 
pieces by a blow of his club. Horratas 

* Tait was he on whom Diogenei ( as ^/w« tells us, 
/. 12. c. ;8 ) palTed that remarkable larcafm : As he entered 
into ^thtni in the triumphal manner of the Olympick , 
conquerors, and was gazed upon by the people in great 
crouds, be happened to cad tiis eyes upon a young lady 
of diilinguilhcd beauty, and falling fuddenly and violently 
in love, fixed [hem upon her 'till lie palTed by, and then 
turning back his head] kept thetn ftill tixed upon her : 
which Diogtnet obferving, cried out lO the Athfniant i 
S*e here your grtat cboxifion ! See hato » yeiiii£ £irl hatb 
tv^ed hit neci ! 
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then attempted to draw his fword ; but be- 
fore that could be cffcdled, Dioxippus^ with. 
a joint-efFort of his head and foot, at once 
knock'd up his heels, and beat him to the 
earth ; then catdiing . up his fword, and 
putting Hs foot upon his neck, flood over 
him with his up-lifted club, ready with one 
blow to beat out . his br^ns, until Mexander 
interpofed to fave his life. 

This is a ftrong inftance of the triumph 
of skill and activity over the completeft 
armature ; and I hope the lingularirjr of the 
adventure will, with the curious reader, com- 
penfate for the length of the digreffion. I 
now refume the thread of my Hiftory. 

The unfcriptural reader may poflibly have 
fome curiofity to know how David difpofed 
of Goliad & fpoils i at leaft, may not take it 
amifs to be informed, that his armour was 
firft depofitcd in David's tent j that is, either 
the tent belonging to his brethren, or fome 
other now ereifted for his ufe ; poffibly, that 
of Goltak, taken in fpoiling the Pbilijiine 
camp. His fword was hung up, as a trophy 
of thankfgiving to God, in the tabernacle * ; 

* Poflibly, from hence oune tbat cuftotn among the 
ancient Greikt and HomaiUf of depoliting ibeir aims in 
their temples. 

E 3 and 
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54- An Hifiorical AccQunt of 
and his head conveyed to yerufalem^ then irt 
Ihe poileffion of the Tfraelites ; tho' the 
ftrong fort of Sion ftUl held out for the Jebu^ 
Jites. 

And, poffibly, one end of carrying it 
thither might be, to ftrike a terror into 
that garifon ; tho' it was, more probably, depo- 
iited there, in a propheticfc forefigjit of mat 
city's becoming one day the capital of David. 
And if I may be indulged a conjeflure, I 
own, to me it feems not impoffible, that all 
the hiftories we have of heads found in die 
foundations of pities, which afterwards be- 
came great and eminent, fuch as thofe of 
Rome and Cart&age, might be derived from 
feme imperfedl or defignedly obfcured tra- 
dition of the hlAory of this head. 

Nor will the reader, perhaps, think this 
a very ftrained conjefture, who confiders ;he 
great and allowed uncertainties in the ac^r 
founts of the i2o/»ff» originals, that when the 
beft Roman hiilorians wrote *, there were 

* Their firft hUlorian, ^mntmt Faiim 'PiSor-, wm 
j6o years later than ibis period \ he flourilhed about 
twenty or thirty years after the tran0ation of the Scptua- 
glnr, and took iDeA of his accounts from Omits Etfa- 
rethicus, a Grrei, Whether the hiftory of the eapitol be 
fo old, I Cannot fay, but it is eVidfilicly later than the ver- 
(ioa of the LXX. 
■■-■-' |iq 

D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



the Life of King David. 55 

no records, of almoft the firft four hundred 
years of dxir city, extant } being all con- 
fumed (if they had any) in the burning of 
the city by the Gauls, A. V. C. 363. and 
therefore their ftudy was, to make its oi^ine 
as Arange and ftupendous as they could de- 
vife it ; and, in order to do fo, they crouded 
into that, the moil extraordinary accounts of 
other countries *. 



CHAP. VI 

Tie Rife and EffeBs of Saul'j Ermity 
t9 David. Merab promiftd to Da- 
vid, and given to another, 

DAVID now continuing at court, was 
employed by Saul on various occafions : 
and as he Aill acquitted himfelf wifely, Saul^ 
in fome time, iet him over his men of war . 

* This might be Uluftnted hf many examples : I fli ill 
infboce ooljr in ooe. Whoever coDpuef the icco mc 
of the BoMMK b^ianiiig, cooGftit^ only of men, and the 
rape of the SiUntty contrived for their increaTe, with the 
hiftory of x\xe,~Btt^»mttt in the three laft chaptcra of 
the book oijudgtti will, I believe be quickly of my 
opiaioB. "... 

£ 4 that 
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5 6 ^ Hifiorkal' Account of 
that is, as it is commonly undcrftood, made 
him captain of his guards. But 'this degree 
of fevour lafted not long j for now Sauh 
envy and malignity returned ftrong upon 
him, with his evit fpirit. The occafion was 
^us : 

As Saul returned ih triumph froin the 
Tbilijiine war, the women' froro att the 
cities of Jfrael came to meet him, td con- 
gratulate his conquefts, with fongs, and 
various inftrumeht3*6f"muficfc ; and as they 
fang together, they blended the pr^fes of 
Saul and Da'uid in' their chorus : but with 
this diftinclion ; Sat^l batbjlain bis thoufands^ 
and David bis ten tboufands. 

The haughty heart of Saul could ill 
digeft this preference ; his refentment brought 
back all bis black paiHons into his breaft^ and 
refitted him for the pofleffion of the evU 
ipirit : Jind Saul ivas lerotb, (fays the text) 
and the faying dijpieafed bim ; and be faid^ 
^ey bave afcribed unto David ten thou- 
fandsy and to me tbey bave afcribed but tbou- 
fands J and what can be have more But 
the kingdom ? — ^d it came to pafs on 
the morrow, that the evil fpirit from God 
came upon Saul, and he propbefied in the 
midft 
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midji of the boufe. Frcun hence it is tvident, 
that the ezpr^on of prepbefyitig is tip^ 
cable to dK influence easier ti£ evil or g^od 
ipirits } and it is-apj^ied, both by Plato and 
Tiutarchy to the a^taiions of the SihyU^ and 
other enthuikfis, who were, as ^ Heathens 
exprefled it, pofleflcd by the god : fo that 
the very Heathens afcribed fuch agitations to 
a fupetnatural agency. 

Thus much is certain : SauV^ mind wfts 
now difturbed to fuch a degree, thati>0vi^s 
mufick had no more power over him *. 
This quickly iqipcared ; for ^ he played to 
calm him, Saul determined upon his de- 
Anidion, and, watching his <^)portunity, 
with a javelin iji his hand, darted It at him : 
which David ( with a felicity exccioding that 
c£ Dioxippus) twice decUned:' then, being 
fufficiently warned of his danger, he avoided 
&mrs prefdice. 

. Saui-'s ,envy now began to be haunted 
with terror, ihat a man fo excellent at his 
weapons as he wiaa, fliould now twice mife 
his aim, «nd at fo near ,a diftance, had 

* To this, poffibly, may allude that pafllige in the 
Iviiit^ P/a/m, — wbub refn/e to hrar ihe vtice of tht 
tbaratr, &C. 

fome- 
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fomething in it very extraordinary ! And it 
was very natural for him to tbink this could 
not be, without a remarkable interpofition of 
Prondence in David's behalf. Such an inter- 
pofition muft be for fome extraordinary 
ead. And what end coiUd that fo probably 
be, as his deiignation to royalty ? He knew 
his kingdom was given away to a better man 
than himfelf ( the prophet had exprefly de- 
clared that ) : And who was fo probably this 
better man, as the man whom tdl Ifrael 
preferred to him f 

Fut.1- of this fear, he removes David from 
him, by an honourable exile : he made him 
captain over a dioufan^ : but where, or at 
what diftance, is not faid. All that we know, 
is, that here aifo David behaved himfelf 
with ronarkatie pmden«," and good con- 
du<Et } which, inftcad of reconciling Saul to 
him, ferved only ^ to inflame his fears the 
more : Wherefore (lays the text) when Saul 
faw that be Shaved himfelf very "wifely ^ be 
was afraid of him : hut all Ifrael and Judab 
loved David J becaufe be went out and came 
in before them. He headed them in all their 
expeditions with a bravery and a condufS: 
equally diftinguiflied : grcateft in com- 
mand^ 
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imnd, yet greater in his example ! which 
naturally won ^ affedioas of the people to 
him ; infomuch that it might be £ud with 
great truth, of him, and his mafter Saut, 
what was aftenwrds obfcrv'd ofGermofiicus 
and Tiberius, that the one re^ed in the 
hearts of the people, the other only in the 
provinces. 

It were hard to paint out the diftempered 
ilate of SauPs mind, under the continued 
feries of David's fucceiles ; the fight rack'd 
him : but at the fame time he had fagaciQr 
enough to derive fome cxmfolation from it. 
Davidf it is true, was often fuccefsiul ; but 
it did not follow that he mull always be fo : 
he had prudence, prowefs, and conduct » 
but all thefe are often difappointed and de- 
feated in dieir beA-laid fchemcs. What 
means then fo likely to deilroy him, as 
flattering him in his good fortune, and in- 
flaming his vanity to yet higher and bolder 
attempts ? AVhat human heart is proof againfl 
Hattery well conduced ! and what fo likely 
to point it right, as the profpeft of the king's 
alliance ? And now Meraby the king's eldeil 
daughter, is promifed to him in marriage, 
pn condition of his exerting all his fortittJ^ 

in 
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in the defence of his mailer and his country, 

againft the enenu^s of God and them. 

This was the bait laid for his de{lru£tion. : 
Had Saul killed David when he attempted 
him with Us javelin^ his madnefs mi^t have 
pleaded his defence. . Nor was David then 
fo thoroughly eftabjiftied in the affc«Stions of 
the people ; fuch an attempt muft now be 
attended with more hazard z nor could it 
be acquitted of deliberate defign ; and there- 
fore diis other oi^thod was fixed upon : 
^nd Saul Jitid untQ-Davtd, Behold my elder 
daughter Meraby her will I give thee to 
•wife-y snly be thou valiant for me^ and fight 
the laris battles : Jor Saul fai4y Xjet not 
mine hand be upon him^ but let the hand of the 
Pbilijiines be uphn-htm. * ' 

Da V I d's anfwer to this tempting promife, 
is to me, I own, no ill prefumption of his 
being fwayed by fomething^more th^ hu- 
man ! And, indeed, what lefs ^mq. fome 
heavenly influence could fet the foul of an 
obfcure youth, fuddenly. exalted, fo far above 
the reach of the higheil and flrongeft tempta- 
tions * ! He did not, indeed, decline the 
. . honour • 
* She WM dueto him before { fays the learned Dodor 
l^a^^} by promifCj for killing Goliah} yetiie thac twice 
enquirei 

n,r.^^<i"y Google 



the Life of King David. 6i 
honour propofcd to him j that^ prodence and 
decency A»4nd } but he did more : uiftcad of 
ckiming, or even accepting it as his right, 
he declined all appearance of pretending to it 
on the fcore of merit : j4ml Ihividfaid unto 
Saul, ffho am I? and what is my life^ or 
my father' if mitily in Ifratl^ that JJbould be 
fon-in-law to the king ? It is true, he had 
often hazarded his life in the fervice of his 
prince : but what was fuch a life as his, 
omnpared with the honour of fuch an alli- 
ance ? 

How hx he nnerited this honour by his 
fubfequent behaviour, is no-wherc particu- 
larly told us ; and, indeed, was unnece^ry 
to be told, bong fufficiently implied in tfaofe 
characters of pmdence, wiidom, and valour, 
which diitinguilhed his whole conduct. 
However, we are informed, that when th^ 
time came for conferring it, 5<«(/moft ftiame- 
fuUy violated his promife, and gave Merab to 
UK>th»-, to Adriel the Mebolatbtte. 

This indignity and difappointment feem 
to be attended with all the circumAances 
that could heighten both. Probably, the 

enipired into the reward of that enterprife before he ua- 
dertook it, never demanded k after inu aichievemenc. 

match 
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match vn& ddayed, to endear it die iiu»e % 
and when Davitts hopes were at the he^t, 
(and, it may be, his afifedion fixed) they 
were daflit at once. 

It it finely obierved of the courts of 
Infants, that in them Stouts are wont to 
come flow, and injuries fudden ; Lfnta Bene- 
Jkht injuria pracipites ! 

This treatment was wdl able to exafpe-> 
rate a fpirit lefs leniiUe of injuries than Da^ 
viJ's, to the hi^ieft degree ; and, in all 
appearance, was intended to do fb j that 
SotDc a£k of outr^e, or intonperance of ex- 
preifion, too natoral on fudi an. occafion, 
m^ht fupply fome pretence of vengeance 
upon him : but this fhare alio the Spirit of 
God delivered him irom. 



D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



the Life of King Davio. 63 

CHAP. VIL 

Michal promifed to David. The Na- 
ture of the required Danioer explained 
at large. 

^AU L's vengeance being thus difap- 
*J pointed, he foon found another occa- 
fion of wreaking it upon him, as he hoped, 
to more advantage. 

MiCMAL, Saufs fecond daughter, be- 
held David with other eyes than thofe of 
her father's enmity : in all probability, Da- 
vids merit, added to her brother yonat&an's 
friendship and affection for him, wrought 
upon her. But whatever influence Jma- 
tlkin's fricndihip, or Davids charaiSer and 
accomplilhments, had upon her, flie feems 
to have had prudence and virtue enough, 
not to indulge her defires, as long as there 
was any profpe<^ of his matching with her 
elder fifter ; for we hear nothing of her like- 
ing to Davidj until after Merab's marriage ; 
then it was that Saul was firft informed of it. 

He received the account with joy : The 

thing pkafed bim, (fays the text) and Saul 

fiid, 

D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



64 -^ Hifiorical Account of 
/aid, I will give him ber, that Jhe may be a 
fnare to him *, and that the band of the Phi- 
HJiines may be againft him. He refolved to 
give her to him, as ^tiocbui the Great 
gave Cleepatraj his daughter, to Ptohmy Epi- 
fbanei king oi Egypt ^ thinking to ufe her as an 
inftniment to deftroy him : and was difap- 
^inted, as jlnttocbus was ; for Micbal clave 
to her husband, as Cleopatra did, and as 
Daniel had foretold -|-. 

But it feems there was fonie difficulty 
in the point, from the A/iatick cuilom of 
purchafing wives, and that in proporticm to 
.their dignity : a difficulty, which David's 
condition, in point of fortune, ill enabled 
him to overccsne j and fuch 2S Saul's exprefs 
.and publick ilipulation in the af^r of Goliab 
fliould have made him aQiamed to infift on. 
However, Saul took care to make it at once 
very inlldious, and not infijperable ; and 
then commanded his fervants to communicate 
the matter to David, and place it in the 
faireft and moll tempting light before him. 

• \Sam. xviii. 17. 

f SbtJbaliMtfiaiuio»hrfJiJe,Tha.-x.l 17. Dr.Trapf 
oblerves, ihu man and wife arc the two branches in the 
prophet Ex.'kiel's hand, inclofed in one bark, and to clofc- 
ing together, that they make but one piece. 

They 
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They told him, according to their inftruc- 
tions, that the king dehghted in him, and 
all his fervants loved him, and that he tnuft 
be the king's fon-in-law. And when David^ 
in his humility, excufedhimfelf from the im- 
poflibility of his paying the dower * of fo great 
a prince's daughter, they propofedan expedient 
which they judged his magnanimity would 
readily embrace ; The king (fay they) dejiretb 
not a dowry J but an hundred fore-skins of the 
PhiliJiineSy to he avenged of the king's ene- 
mies. His delign in this, the text afltires us, 
was, to make him fall kf the band of the Phi- 
lijiines : this was the defign that fvrayed 
him from the firft. It is true, Merab was 
due to David . by publick ftipulation : but 
when Saul promifed her to him, he added 
this cxprefs condition, before-mentioned, that 
he lhould_^;6/ the Lord's battles^ upon the 
hopes of his falling in them, i Sam. xviii. 17. 
When David had efcaped this fnarc, 
Saul then laid another for him, which he 
thought much furer j and that was, the dower 

* AmJ David Jaid, Seemeth it to yeu a light thing to he 
ahin^t Jon-in-la'j},feei»gtkat I am a poor man, and tightly 
ejfeetofd? di. xviii. 2j. Some think, chat this excufe haih 
a mixture of courtly relentnient in ii i and poffibly it may. 

? «f 
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of the fore-skim now mentioned ; and to 
bring the matter to a fpeedy iffue, he ilinted 
him to a limited time for fulfilling the con- 
dition. 

David had, in his humility, declined the 
honour of the king's alliance, by this daughter, 
as well as the other : but when the condi- 
tion of the fore-skim was once propofcd, he 
could now no longer decline it without the 
imputation of cowardice. And certainly a 
more probable expedient for his ruin could 
fiot have been thought on. This we ihall 
foon be convinced of, when we coniider, that 
all thefe hundred enemies, whofe fore-skim 
were to be prefented to Saul^ mull fell by 
David's own hands ; nor co\i\A.Saul's end be 
otherwife anfwered : his aim was, to bring 
David fo often into immediate and perfonal 
danger, and fuch as it was hardly poflible 
he fhould fo often efcape ; whereas, had he 
been allowed to complete his number with 
thofe flain by his thoufand men, over whom 
he was captain, this might have been effed:ed 
with little and unrepeated danger. So that 
his thoufand men who attended him, tho' 
it is not to be imagined they were idle fpec- 
tators on all Uiefe occaiions ; yet, as far as 
related 
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related to the number oi fore-skim required 
of David, they were, in effeft, but fo many 
witneffes to fee Saufs purpofcs faithfully M- 
fiUed. 

David knew all this very well j yet did 
all this no way deter him from chcarfiilly 
accepting the condition. Difficulty (faith a 
Icarnc,d commentator * upon the text ) doth 
but whet heroick fpirits : he now rejoiced, 
like Alexander, to find a danger equal to his 
fpirit -f" i and at once, to prevent alt poffi- 
bility of cavil, and do ampler honour to his 
fpoufe, he doubled her dower [f. Nor will 
his doing fo, even under thefe circumftances, 
appear incredible, when we confider the 
account left us of Aurelian, by Flaviui J^o- 
pifcus ** ; or the account of fome oiDavid'z 
worthies, in Scripture -f-f* j or the accounts 
tranfmitted to us by travellers of fome parts 

* Dr. Trefp. \ PericuUim par Attime. 

H That the cuftom of paying dowries for wires> otv 
tained among the Jews, appears from Gtn. xniv. 12. aod 
Exed. xxii. 16, 17. 

*• He tells us, chat the emperor Aurelian flew a ihou- 
Tand Sarmatianf, in one fingle war, wich his own hands, 

tf iChron. xi. 11. 20. 11. Jajbobeam anHachmonite 
ht Uft up hit Jpear againfi three hajiJreJ, flain by him at 
anetime.Mtr.-io.^kijhaihe-was chiefof tl^etbrte;foTlifti)i£ 
up his fptar aiainjl ihret hundred, htJUviihtm, 

Fa of 
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of Africa, where no man is allowed to give 
quarter to an enemy, until he hath an hun- 
dred of fuch trophies to produce in tefti- 
mony of his valour * j which their wives 
wiar, and make account of, as of their moll 
valuable ornaments. 

This reafoning feems alfo confirmed by 
the letter of the text, which tells us, that 
David arofe and went, he and bis men^ and 
fiew of the Fbilijiines two hundred men^ &c. 
Where it is obfervable, that the word fiew 
is of the fingular number ; which feems to 
imply, that this flaughtcr was his own aft. 

The fame conciufion is alfo to be fairly 
coUeded from the fubfequent verfe ; for when 
wc are told, that Saul now gave him Mickal 
his daughter to wife, it is immediately added, 
that Saul faw and knew that the Lard was 
with David. This he had reafon to con- 
clude, from the extraordinary deliverance 
wrought in his favour, in the fucceffive con- 
queft of two hundred enemies by his own 
hand : whereas, had this been effeifted by 
the ailiftancs of a thoufand aflbciates, there 
had furely been nothing extraordinary in it. 

* Mandeljo, p.113. 

And 
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And here I cannot but reflect, with united 
grief and horror, upon the loft condition of 
SauFs mind at this time. He faw and knew 
the hand of God in the extraordinary prefcrva- 
tion of David, and yet he perfifted to purfue 
his ruin. 

To all this may be added, that Sauh fear 
and hatred of David, which, the text telU 
us, were increafed on this occafion, are a 
further and full confirmation of the feme 
truth ; inafmuch as the flaughter of two hun- 
dred men by the hands of a thoufand, within 
the limits of a proper fpace of time, had 
neither been matter of envy or enmity to 
Saul, who had himfelf atchieved far greater 
exploits. 

Notwithstanding the imminent danger 
David now ran, there is noqueftion h\xt Saul 
would ftill have been glad of fome pretence 
for not performing his promife : but the sti- 
pulation being fo publick, and repeated, it 
was impoffiblc to elude it. 

However, David's danger ended not 
here : Saul eafily forefaw, that this dowry 
of David's would naturally excite the enmity 
of the whole Philijiine nation againft him, 
as it quickly did j for the PhtUJline force? 
F 3 now 
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now affembled and warred againft Ifrael, 
And I believe it will be matter of no doubt 
with the thinking reader, at whom their 
vengeance was chiefly aimed. Had Saul gone 
out againft them in perfon on this occalion, 
there is no doubt but he had been a joint 
objedt of their refentment. But there is no 
reafon from the text, to believe that he did ; 
and I think it probable, that he chofe rather 
to let David ftand the fingle mark of their 
fury : but to no purpofe ; for David's fuccefs 
and reputation always jncreafed with his 
danger : David ( fays the text ) behaved him- 
Jelf more wifely than all the J'ervants ofSaul^ 
Jo that hii name was much Jet by. 

If it be alked why Saul required a dower 
of fore'^kinSy rather than of heads, the an- 
fwer is obvious i heads would have made no 
diftinilion between Jenu^ and PhiUJiines : 
and Satil, whofe fufpicions were all awake, 
furmifed to himfelf, that David, in that 
cafe, might flay an hundred of his iah- 
jefts, and bring theirs, inftead of PhiU- 
Jiines heads; and therefore he required fo 
many fore-sklm^ which the IJraeUtes had 
pot, that he might be fure he killed fomany 
enemies. And therefore JoJ'ephus^ who 
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changes the condition Uoiafore-skins to heads, 
hath, with great fubmiffion, very injudi- 
cioufly departed from the facred text. 

There is one obvious inference from 
this account, and that is, that the PbiliJUra 
nation had not yet pra(ftifed the rite of cir- 
cumdfion. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Saul'j Perfecuiims continued. David 5 
fignal Deliver ames. 

AN D now SauH dctcftation of David 
could no longer be kept within the 
bounds of fecret machinations, but broke out 
into outrage, infomuch that he communes 
both with his fon and fervants to deftroy 
him i or, to fpeak in the ftyle of Tacitus^ he 
difckfed his wicked purpofe ; and, for that 
reafotij could not execute it *. 

Surely nothing could be more pro- 
vidential for David, than that Jonathan 
was let into the fecret : tliis faithful friend 

• Detexltfacinut, fdtuut-t & non imfUvit. 

F 4 foon 
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foon warned him of his danger, and cau- 
tioned him to hide himfelf for that ni^t in 
a fecret place which they had agreed upon ; 
aiTuring hipi, that he would the next day 
take an occafion of communing with his 
^ther about him, near the place of his con- 
cealment *, and acquaint him with the 
iflue of the conference. They met accord- 
ingly, and Jonathan's frjendlhip difplayed 
itfeli" in all its glory. 

There is fomething fo powerful in the 
cordial, candid, ieafonable, and affeftlonate 
interceflion of a true friend, as can hardly 
be refifted ; as can hardly fail to work its 
way into the moil obdurate breaft, 

When Saul communicated his defign to 
his fervants and his foji, Jonathan received 
it in a prudential and well-judged filence ; 
he would not openly pppofe his father's 

• Doubtlefs Jonathan choft this as the place of con- 
ference wiih Sault that, if bis imerccffion Ihould prqve 
inefiedual, and Sauti anger fhould break our inro loud 
threats, as probably it would, David might be warned 
of his danger j or, if Saul fliould prove inexorable, and 
yet keep his paflion within bounds, fonathan hini- 
fclf mighr by fomc complaint, or (ocie Iknal agreed on, 
give his friend fome indication of his ill uiccefs ; which, 
podibly, he might otherwife find no opportuniiy of com- 
ntunjcaiing to hiia wuh that dirpaii;h which nis dapger 
plight required 

jjur- 
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purpofes, neither would he irritate him 
(now, probably, in a paffion) by an un- 
timely oppofition i he waited with the 
patience of a wife phyfidan, to adniinifter 
his medicine when the patient was in beft 
temper to receive it : he watched his time, 
and the next day, in the cool of the morning, 
drew his father into a retired and fecret con- 
ference ; and then it was, that he urged his 
interceflion with fo much fidelity and addrefs, 
added to a dutiful zeal, and moA becom- 
ing concern for his Other's honour, that 
Saul's heart was foftened, and his refen^ 
ments conquered. Hear the interceflion in 
his own words : the text tells us, firft, in the 
general, that he fpake good of his friend j 
and then added. Let not the king Jin againji 
hhfervant^ againji David; becaufe he hath 
notjinned againji thee, and becaufe his works 
have been to tbee-ward very good ; for be did 
put bis life in his hand, and Jlew the Phi- 
lijiine^ and the Lord wrought a great falvation 
for all Ifrael : thoufawefl it, and didji rejoice. 
Wherefore then -wilt thou Jin againji innocent 
blood, tojlay David without a caufe ? 

The intelligent reader will, I am per- 
fu^ded, find, in all the fecming fimpUQJty 

of 
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~s^ this plain and (hort intcrceffion, alt the 
ftrength of reafoning, and all the fkiU and deli- 
cacy of addrefs, that could poffibly be croudcd 
into fo few words. Hfehad much more to fay 
in Davicts favour ; but he well knew, that to 
enumerate his merits, would be to inflame his 
fether's en mity ; and therefore, tho' he men- 
tioned David's merits in general, he infifted 
only upon that fingle point in which Saul him- 
felf had fome merit, and much complacence i 
and he well knew, that the bare remem- . 
brance of it would bring back to his father's 
mind the greatnefs and the generofity of the 
prize propofed, which excited Davids va- 
lour, and the felicity and glory of the event, 
in which Saul himfelf had fo great a fhare. 

Thus he judged -, and how rightly he 
did fo, the event fufliciently informs us : 
And Saul (f^th the text) hearkened unto the 
voice of Jonathan: and Saul /ware, ^ the 
Lordliveth, be jhall not he fiain. 

The generous reader will eafily judge 
with what a flow of joy "Jonathan received 
this affurancc, and how eagerly he commu- 
nicated it to his friend ; how gladly he 
brought him back, introduced him to his 
father, and, in all appearance, reinftated him 
in his fonner favour. How- 
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However, this gleam of fun-lhine lafted 
not long. A new war broke out with the 
Pbiliftines : David again commanded in it, 
and was again fuccefsful. A deciiive battle 
was fought : the enemy was defeated with 
a great flaughter, and utterly put to flight 5 
and David returned to court viftorious and 
fafe ; and with him Sauh envy, and its 
attendant fpirit. 

David had now too mudi merit, and 
too many virtues, to be borne any longer ; 
and he muA die, for the fame reafon diat, 
Sene<;a tells us, Gr acinus Julius did, becaule 
he was a better man than it was expedient for 
the tyrant that he ftiould be *. His kingdom, 
he knew, was given away to a better man : 
And who fo eminently a better man than him- 
felf, as David ! And now, when the evil 
fpirit from the Lord came upon Saul, he hdd 
recourfe to his ufual remedy ; David played, 
but it was to the deaf adder, which refufed 
to hear the voice of the charmer. 

How fad and fhocking a fcene was this ! 
David labouring with all his ftudy and 
skill to relieve SauPs anguifh j and Saul, in 
^e fame inflant, meditating his deftrudion ! 

* Sen. de Bcncf. lih.i. f,2i. 

fitting 
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fitting fullcn, and determined, with his 
javelin in his hand, watching his opportunity, 
and waiting, perhaps, xxntil the power of 
mufick had fo Jar calmed his fpirits as to 
ilsady his hand, he darted his fpear at David 
widi all his might, and with fuch force, that, 
he happily declining it, it pierrad and ftuck 
into the wall : and David fled. 

The reflefting reader cannot iail to ob- 
ferve and to adore the Providence by which 
David was once more fo fignally protected 
and delivered. Nor can he well avoid re- 
volving in his mind, that very late and folemn 
oath by which Saul obliged himfelf to abftain 
from Davids deftrudion ; an obligation now 
facrificed to the gratification of that evil fpirit 
that reigned within him. 

How others have obferved, I cannot fay ; 
but I believe it will generally be found true, 
that whenever we meet with any account 
of a murderous, a treacherous, a perjured 
prince, we may expeift to be foon informed 
of fome fignal judgments and chaftifements 
from God upon him. And give me leave 
to add, that, in the little circle of my own 
obfervation, I have very feldom (if ever) 
been difappointed. 

Whew 
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When Saul had now added peijury to his 
other evil devices, his confcience became 
feared, and his defigns defperate. David 
had efcaped to his houfe, but Sauh guards 
qiiickly purAied him thither, with cxpreis 
orders from their mailer, to incompafs it for 
that night, fo as he Hiould not efcape, and 
to flay him in the morning. 

And here is the firft inftancc of infatua- 
tion upon his wicked counfels. If David 
was to be deftroyed, why not that very 
night ? To what purpofe to defer it, unlefs to 
^ve David fomc better chance for efcaping ? 
Whidi accordingly came to pafs ; for Mi~ 
chaly anxious for her husl»nd's fafety, and 
more fufpictous of danger, as by nature more 
timorous, either obfcrved or had fome inti- 
mation of the affaffins that incompafled the 
houfe, and immediately ui^ed her husband 
to make his efcapc that Inftant ; and to eifea 
it the better, fhe let him down through a 
window ; and he fled, and was deUvered. 

This done, her next care was, how to 
delude his murderers, and, by that means, 
delay dieir purfuit. She dreffed up an image, 
cover'd it with a cloth, and laid it upon a 
pillow of goats hair, as the teart is commonly 
under- 
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underftood ; or rather, fct off the head of 
it with goat's hair refcmbling her husband's * : 
and when the aflafllns entered to fecure and 
to iky DiFvidi flie told them be was Jick, 
and ihewed him to them, as they thought, 
ftretched upon his bed. 

This device put them to a iland. David 
yn& fick } and, pofTibly, Saul would rather 
wait the chance of feeing him carried off 
by a natural death, than embrue his hands 
in the blood of his beneiador, — Murder is, 
I believe, a hateful office to the bafeft fpirit ; 
but it is dreadful to the brave. And tho* it 
be natural to think the worll, of men em- 
ployed in fuch offices i yet it is obvious to 
imag^e, that they were well enough pleafed 
to have the matter remitted to iheir mafter, 
and to w£ut for new orders upon an aflair of 
fo much importance, and fuch difficult de- 
termbation. 

They did fo j and were foon remanded, 
with exprefs orders, to bring David in his bed, 
iick as he was, to Sauiy that he might have 
the cruel fatisfedtion of flaying him with his 
own hands. 

• The oriental goat ia diftinguiftied by the moft fliiuing 
and Tilky bui itt £e world. 

Whe» 
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When they rchimed upon this errand, 

they foon difcovered the cheat that Michal 

had put upon them, and fouad the image 

inftead of David. 

The bloodinefs of Saul's intention makes 
it eafy to conjoSure the fury of his refen^ 
ment, upon the difappointmcnt of his hor- 
rid purpofe ; he expoftulated with Micbal 
upon the deceit put upon her father, and the 
efcape contrived for his enemy : both which 
(he cxcufed by another artifice ; plead- 
ing neceffity, and the imminent danger of 
her Wicy if {he decHned lending David her 
ailiilance. 

Michal is obferved by criticks to have 
nothing virtuous or valuable in her cha- 
rader *, except this inflancc of conjugal 
fidelity and afFe<Sion ; and yet even this is 
very much obfcurcd by that grofs fallhood, 
which, to difguife it to her father, difgraccd 
her husband. How much nobler and more 
amiable was that honcfl veracity of the wife 
of PolyxejiuSy who being reproached by her 
brother Dt'on^us, the Sicilian Tyrant, for 

* Sbe is fuppoled by tome to have been an idohtrdsy 
by dK Teraphiin> which deceived ^M/'smefleneers^ and 
fhe after icproached her husband wi:b his i^ciog in 
boDOur of God. 

being 
J 
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being confcious to her husband's flight with- 
out difcovering it, tho' fhe knew he was 
accufed of treafon againft him ; aikcd the 
tyrant. Whether he could think her fo d^e- 
nerate, as to know of her husband s flight, 
without ftiaring all the danger of it with 
him ? 

However, this condu£t of ilf/f £iz/ fug- 
gefts a fair occafion of reflefting once more 
upon the in&tua^n of SauV% counfels : that 
very daughter which he gave to David as a 
bait and a fnare, is now made the fure and 
only means of his prefcrvation. 



CHAP. IX. 
A ConjeSlure concerning the Circum- 
ftances of this Efcape, grounded on 
the xviii* Pfalm ; fubmitted to the 
candid Reader. The Tempeji de- 
fcrihed in this Pfalm, compared 
with that of Virgil in the firjl 
Georgic. 

THE indulgent reader will> 1 hope, 
allow me, at lealt, pardon me in a' 
conje^re, that a confiderable part of the 
xviii*h 
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kviii'l> PJiiim may refer to the efcape re- 
counted in the laft chapter i I mean, frcnn 
the ift to the 29th verfe indafi^e. 

That the 29th verie refers to this cfcapft," 
can, I think, be no permanent doubt with 
any man that compares it with the foregoing 
hiftory 1 By thee I have run through a troop^ 
and ^ wy (hd have I leaped ever a waU. 

When Micbal let David down thro' a. 
window, (fuppofe it a back-window, as, in 
all probability J It vras) and fuppofe a back- 
wall to be leaped oyer, he Was ftill in a cityi 
and there Was no poffibility of efcaping widi- 
out leaping over the city-wall^ as well as 
fiipjang thro' Ac city-watch : he never was 
under the fame neceflity at any other time, 
that we know of ; and therefore this verfe 
mufl have referent to this timCk 

This then may, I think, be nuinbred 
among what the mathematicians c^l data } 
ihaA is, conieir«l and granted truths : And, 
for my part) I can fee no reafon why a fair* 
candid hillorian ihould not be allowed the 
liberty indulged to mathconaticianS, to deduce 
from one confeiTed truth) fuch cbnfequehces 
and ^fcoveries as naturally arife from thence. 
Since then the latter part of this rerfe plamly 
G refers 
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refers to this time, and to this akme \ why ma^ 
■wc not reafonably conclude, that the fonncr 
part of the fame verfe or fentence (for it is 
but one fentence) relates to it alfo f And, 
indeed, I think it hardly poflible, that David 
fbould refer to two di&rent times and tranjf- 
at^ions in one and the fame fentence. Now> 
if they both refer to the fame tranfatflion, 
there is but one of two things to be under- 
Aood by it ; and that is, that the troc^ David 
now ran through, was either the city guard, 
or a troop fent by Saul to purfue him. If 
you fuppofe it any city guard or watch, is it 
to be imagined but that they alfo would pur- 
fue him ? And, on the other hand, is any 
thing more credible, than that Sauly as focm 
as he Iward o£ Davids efcape, immediately 
fent out parties in purfuit of him ? 

David, upon finding his houfe incom- 
pafled by armed men, h^ rax>urfe, as ufual, 
to God : and the fum of his ptayer on that 
occafion is ftill recorded in the Ixixth pCaXm, 
This took up fonK time : he had his own 
fervants to deceive, as well sts the aflaHines ; 
fome time muft be taken up to prepare for 
his efcape, and he muft wait until the ilreets 
were cleared ; it muft be late in dbe n^t 
before 
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WwehecQuIdniakehisefcape. H? was alone, 
uwrmed, 3nd in the dark. To whan could he 
fly P and in whom could bp confide F Danger 
creates diftruil, and diftnift deUji — Saut 
had reafon uiough to bdievc he could not 
be got ofF very £ir i his fury inflamed hb 
hopes, And his hopes winged lus miniAc^. 

Taking it Sot granted then, that Dg'tnd 
yns now purfued, a cpnflderable port of this 
pfahn is a plajin narra^ve of his dimger, and 
his deliverance by a very exbaordOnary intcn- 
pofition of jvovidcnce. 

His enemies, after fbme time, came up 
Co him, and incompafled him l he then gave 
himfelf up, as now in die very sums of death. 
How nobly and how poetically is this diftreA 
painted in the 4th and 5th verfes of this 
pfalm ! The cot'ds of death incdmpafed me, 
and the ficods of ungodly men made me £^faid. 
The cords of bell J'urrounded me ; tbefnares 
of death prevented me. 

He ihen cried out to God for relief j and 
God, who never foiled hmi, fent out has 
thunder, a tempefl: and an earthquake ; 
which amazed, affrighted, and difperfed his 
enonies, and delivered him out of his diftreis. 
How glorioufly, and beyond all poedck 
G 2 com- 
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comparifon, are this earthquake, tempeft, 
and thunder defcribed, in the 7th, 8th, 9th, 
loth, nth, I2th, 13th, 14^1, and 15th 
verfes of this pfalm ! 

I KNOW but one dcfcription in the whole 
comjafs of Heathen poetry that deferves one* 
to be named with it j and that is VirgiH 
noble defcription of a tempeft, in the firft 
of his Geor^cksj and tome the nobleft eflfort 
of his genius ! The clailick reader will not, 
I hope, think much to indulge me a few 
moments in a fhort comparifon and critick 

upon them both. 

David's account of the tempeft which 
fcattercd his enemies, and delivered him, 

flands thus : 

Pial. xviii. Ver. 6. In my dijirefs I called 

upon the Lardy and cried unto my God. He 

heard my voice out of his temple : my cry tu 

his prefence entered into bis ears. 

Ver. 7. ^d the earth trembled and Jhook^ 

and the foundations of the mountains trenMei 

and were tojfed, becaufe he nsas wroth. 

Ver. 8. Smoke afcended from bis nojirils, 

tmdfire devoured from his mouth ; coals were 

kindUd at it, 

Ver, 
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Ver. 9. Aid be homed the heavens, and 
tame down ; anddarkhejs was under bis feet. 

Ver. 10. Aid be rodeupona cberub,andjlewi 
and fiem fwift on the wings of the wind *, 

Ver. It. He made darknefs bis fecret place • 
his pavilion round about him the darknefs of 
waters in the clouds of heaven. 

Ver. i2>. At the brigbtnefs before bim bis 
clouds paffed away •)•, batl-fiones and coals 
of fire. 

13. And the Lord thundered in the heavens y 
and the moft High gave bis voice ; bail-fiones 
and coals of fire, 

Ver. 14. And be fent out his arrows^ and 
tore and dij^erfed them j and multiplied his 
lightnings, and confounded them ||. 

Ver. 15, 7be beds of the waters appeared; 
the foundations of the world were ttncovered, 
at tby rebukcy Lord ■» at the blafi.oftbe 
breath oftby noftrils. 

* How adoairably does tbe Ibund of the or^iiial Im- 
teacecorrcTpondtouiereQie! let the Ex^/j/^reac^r judge: 

^L*^<^Zi^ I ""« could read thefc words, 
but I im^jined I heard the clang oFa imng. 

■f Avaiv Mverm, 
Hb ckodt p>flU. 

I VbrrMkim raih jtbwmm/m. If the TMttlh^ wnifmii- 
i^ ^tbuttJer be not better ezprelled by tfade w<»(U,thaii 
any I ever beard, I muft owd I have no notioQ of the ^-^ 
l)ipQ)ncy of ibunda. 

G 3 Ym- 
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Viivgil's Tempeft is well known : 

Sape eliam immenfum ciilo vertit agmen a^uarum, 
Etfada^glomerant tempejiatem tmbribus atris 
CoUeSta ex alto nuhes. Rait afdutis atbif, 
Btplttvii it^entifata lata ho&mque labores 
Diluit. ImpUnlur fojfa, & cavafiumina crefeuHl 
Cumfenittty fsrvitfue fretis J^rantibus a^or. 
Jpfi pater, medid mmborum in no£ie, corufea 
■ Pulmina melitur dextrd. ^o maxima motu 
Terra trtmt : fi^erefetm \ y mdrtalii cords 
Pergtntes bumilis ftravit pavor. Hie fiagraiUi 
rftfs/ Atho, aut Rhodopen, aui alia Ceraunia tel* 
J)ejuit. Ingeminanta auflri, ^denfijftintts imher 
liutf nmora ingenii veatOy nunc liioraplangit •. 

These n6ble lines are thus tranlkted with 
Uncommon fpirit, clofenefs, and juftnefs, by 
an anonymous author, in a work entitled 
f^trgil's Haihandry j - or, An Bffa^ on the 
Ceorgicks. Lond. 1725, 

Oft from above defeends a tro^ of floods i 
Oft gather from the deep the tbkk'ning clouds j 
Z)0«f» ru^ the siiei, and with impetuous rain 
ffafi aut the oft^i toU^ andft^ep ai»ay the grain f 

• With grfit fubtniffion to *«■«'«, apd the judicious 
trjnflicor, if we are to read flf^igit here, we fliould alio 
read mgemimat ( which cannot be} ; the reader will fee 
rt? reason: 
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^ie diktt arefilP^t w bmnds the torrents keep ; 
And with tbe breathing Jiir^i ^oUj the deep : 
Amidfi d n^bt of clouds^ bisglUt*r%ng fircy 
jini rattHiq^ thunder t burU tb' eternal Sire : 
Farflndut tbe earth : beafis fiy, and mortal bearti 
Pale fear d^e&t : He xmtb refulgent darts. 
Or Rhodopc, or AAo's lefty crown. 
Or fieep <iTxama.'t/liffi Jirikes headlong dawn : 
Tbe rains eondenfe, more furious Aufier roars \ 
Now with vdfi winds the woods, now lafies be tbe 

Mr. Drydem's tranflatioa is more djf- 
fufed : bat the reader will perceive how muc^ 
he thought fome of David's ideas would 
adorn it. 

jfyd oft whole Jbeets d^tnd ofjluey rain, 
SutVd hy tbefpongy clouds from off the main .* 
The lofty skies at once come fouring down, 
Tbe promifd crop, and golden iaiours, drown, 
The dikes are fill'd, and with a roaring found \ 
The riftng rivers float the nether ground i [jom/C 
jfnd rocks tbe helhmng voice if ieiUi^fias w- > 
The father of the gods his glory Jbrvnds, 
Invoked in tempefis, and a n^ht if clouds ; 
And from the middle darknefi, flafiing oiit 
By fits, be deals his fiery bolts about. 
Ei^tb feels the motions of her angry god^ 
Her intraUs tremble, and her mountains nod 
And fl^ beafis taforefisfeek abodt ; 

G4 ^^P 
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Deep horror fazes ei^ry human breafi ■, 
^eir pride it bumbled^ and their fear confefs*d 9 
IfHiile He from high bis rolling thunder throws^ 
Anifirei the mountatHs vntb repeated blewt 3 
ffjfe rocks are from their old foundations rent ; 
Tie winds redouble, and the rains augment : 
^be waves on heaps are dafifd againfi thefbore^ 
And now the woods, and tfow (be pillows roar. 

The learned reader hath now both defcrip, 
tions fairly before him, and will iupply, &otq 
his own better ju(k;inent^ what is defeftivQ 
in each tranflation. I ihaH beg leave to point 
out the beauties of both j and when I hav^ 
done fo, the reader will determine for himn 
|"elf ; 

Ver. 6, He bear J my voice out of bis temple^ 
Can there be a npbler idea, thai) to confider 
the heavens as the temple of Gqd ! X^ 
temple incopipafies the univerfe, and therq 
the whqle creation ar; ill the preiefipQ of 
^eir Maker. 

Ver, y, &c. He was wroth, attd the earth 
^rembkd and Jhook. —- He do-wed the hea- 
vens^ fad came dp:wn. r— He rode upon 
ft cberub. -— ^ He flew upon the wings of the 
^ind. 't- fie tiU{de darknejs bis paviUor^. — ^ 

' •■ ■■ ■ ^ 
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\At tbt brigbtnefi before bim bis clouds pajfed 

mvay. 

The grandeur of dieTe idea's is mudi 
eafier conceived than explained. 

What poetry ever equalled the magnifi- 
coice of this flile ! What idea's of the IXn- 
nitjr 4pes it infpire 1 What muft we think 
of that mighty Being, at whofe wrath tbt 
earth trembles^ and the heavens are humbled 
at his feet t AtgeU and 'winds his vehicles 1 
|iis voice is thunder ; and ligbtmags the 
kindling of his breath ! His Majelly veile4 
iif darinefs ; and yet even To, the clou^ 
faffing aiVi^^ at the glory that went befor^ 
bim I 

In yirgily Jupiter, in the dark centre of 
his OiowerSj deals about his thunders vntli 
his flaming ri^t-hand : earth trembles at thp 
piigh^ mQtion ; tl^ beafts of the foreft fly j 
and hpqible fisar proftrates t|ie haughty hear^ 
of man. 

NoTHii^a can be more nobly terrible, 
than the former part of this dcfcription, nor 
morq iff'^asig and toudiing than the laft I 
For my own part, I never read it but my 
\>\'Ofii vf^ 9HnUed, and m^ pride quelled. 
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He goes on : — ** He (that is, Juptfer) 
" beats down jliho, or Rbodope, or the lofty 
*' Ceraanutn promontdry, whh his red-hot 
** bolts : • — • The winds dcnible, and the 
" ihowers thicken $ the foreAs and the fhores 
.*' refound. " 

You fee the lightnings ily, in this de- 
icription. You hear the rattling of the thun- 
der, in that noble line (and the beginning (^ 
the next) t 

Aut Atho, sat Rhodopen, out alia Ceraunia tela 
Dejicti. — - 

You hear the crafli of the falling mountains ; 
the thickening (hower patters in your ears, 
and the tempcft roars. 

A LL this is unqucftionably noble : — but 
the reader will obfervc this eHoitial and truly 
JHSeticfc difference between the two defcrip- 
tions ; that in firgil^ every thing but Ac 
thunder is natural a£tion, and even that is 
afted and wielded with dreadful force j the 
c^eft of whidi modon is an eardiqoake. 

In Davidj the whole univerle is animated 
■at the prefence of God, affr%hted at his 
wfath, and obedient to his bedc 1 . God if 
angry ; snd the £arth tnemhies j and- cmU 
kindle at bii breath i and bail^onesfy before 
Jfim, Yin.^ 
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VikQiL'8 Jupiter wields histhnnden: 
Jemovah commands his, and they obey. 
Jupiter deals about his b(rfts in the 
attitude of an heated hero \ or, to fptak 
more properly, a giant of refiftlefs ilrength ! 
Jebovab but fends out his arrows ; they 
know ivhat to do : diey tear and dij^erfe^ 
and bis lightning confounds. 

JupiTBR is angry, and he beats down 
amountain! Jehovah iswrotb, and the 
earth i^ls it s and the fouruiations tf the 
mountains are toffed to and fro, tremble and 
fliilke like the joints of an affiighted man 1 
At one blafi of ins breatb the ocean opens to 
her deepeft channels ; and the foundations of 
dw ear^ are bared before him. 

In a word: VirgiN defcription is traly 
noble ; but David'i beyond all ezpre0k)a 
grand 1 

To all Ais may be added, that David 
wrote firft : and ifOvid read JW*/Jj, poflibly 
Firgf/ read David. I believe he read Davidy 
becaafc I am fare he read Ifaiab. 

This, at Icaft, muft be allowed, that 

earthquakes are not the natural eife^ of 

thunder. They are united in David's 

(iefcriptiMi, smd fo dicy are in . Vtrgtl'i : 

They 
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They are the effcQ of God's wrath, in Da~ 
vid } they are the effects of the angry motion 
of^ajWV^r's rightrhand, m Virgil. 
■ It muft alfo be owned, that VirgiVs yu- 
piiety in a night of clouds, is very like David's 
yebovab incompafled with darknefs in the 
•waters of the clouds of heaven I In this, 
indeed, Jehovah has the advantage, that his 
glOTy cannot be wholly ftirouded; fome gleams 
of it ftill flafh out as he pafles, and dlTpel the 
clouds. 

I BEG to conclude with one ihort obferva- 
tion, and that is, that the painting in the 
1 2th and T3th verfes of this pfalm, is, to my 
imagination, by much die fineft I «ver faw 
in poetry % —- jii the brigbtnefs. before him 
bis chudi faffed away^ bait-Jiones and coals of 

jind the Lord thundered in the heavens^ 
and the moji High gave bis voi^e^ haiUJiones 
•and coals oj fire. The poet was too tranf^ 
ported tQ w£ut for auxiliary verbs, and cpn-f 
nedting particles ! The d^fcription is tQ 
mc a noble piftufe, ip which the gufts of h^il 
and flafbes of fire buril out from the clouda 
with as much fpirit and force as in a real 
tempefl:. 

It 
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It is now time to return and refume die 
thread of our hiftory. 

When Saul found that David had eiw 
tirely el*a^>ed die purfuers, he fuoimoned 
a council, (whether die 5<sfl;6«i^Mj or what 
is now underftood by a Privy-Coundl, or a 
more General Council of the States, is 
hard to fay) that he might opprefs him 
more fecurely under the fanftion of thor 
judg^nent : they met accordingly, and made 
no fcmple to ratify the pleafure of didr 
prince by their wicked dedfions. This deci- 
fion, as Dr. Patrick thinks, and the tide of 
the pialm imports, is what David reproves 
in the I ft veife of die Iviiith pfalm : Do ye 
indeed J^eak rigbteoufnefs^ O congregation ? 
Doye judge uprightly t Oyefomofmen? 

From Di^d's calling them the congre- 
gation, it is probable, that this vr9& a General 
Council of the people ; and ircmi this time 
all SauV% attem{Ms and machinadons againft 
David had all the warrant and authority of 
a publick national pro&cution. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. X. 
David flies to Samuel to Ramak Saul 
furfuet bim thither. What enjued 
thereupon. David returns to Jona- 
than at Gibeah, and is again obliged 
to fiy. Their folenm Covenant and 
exquijite Diftrefs at parting, 

Tr\AVI D^ once more delivered, flies to 
•*-^ Ramah, to Samuel i by whom, in all 
probability, he hoped to be proteded, or, at 
leaft, concealed for a feafon. 

Fly I n g to the prophet, was flying to the 
more immediate proteftion of Almighty God: 
and God, in whom he confided, feiied hinx 
not } for Samuel J to whom he related the 
wImIc train of Saul's treacheries, and the 
Divine deliverances, received and returned 
with him to his prophetiek ooHege at Naiotb; 
where he hoped to find a fanduary for him, 
from the privileges anciently indulged to that 
facred retreat, and, indeed, to all men of 
facred charader, (and all under their pro- 
tedion) where-ever civility prevailed over 
the face of the earth *. But Saul was now 

- • See Grot, dejure Belli ^ Paciij 1. 3. c. n; 
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too far gone in his enmity to God and good- 
ncls, to be fwayed by fudi coafidentionB ; 
£oT no rooner did he learn that David wu at 
Naiof&f bat he inunediately feat meflengers 
to take him. They went ; and when they 
arrived, they found the facred aflonbly, under 
the iminediate influeoce of the Spifit of God, 
pro{diefying, and Samuel prefidingover them: 
And to convmoe that infidel tribe, dut thcfe 
proj^iecyings were no ianatick delufions, or 
effinrts of endiufiafm, diey themiclves were 
fdzed widi the iaxat facred influence^ and 
proj^fied alfb. Aod when this waci txAdi 
Saulf he fent other meflengers ^ain, and 
again ; and they alfo were fubdued by the 
&me ^it of God. At laft he went him- 
ielf. enquiring as he went on where Samuel 
and David were. And being in&imed at 
die great well ofSecbUy (where diere was a 
great refort of perfons to drtfw water) that 
they were at Naiotb in Ramah, he preiled 
forward in queft of them : and as he pro- 
ceeded, God, to (hew that his power is 
neither con6ned to place nor perfons, that 
die prophecyings at Naiotb were owing to 
no mflnence of example, to no intoxicating 
v^xnirs, or temperature c^ the air, (as \ras 
fufpefted- 
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fufpededoffomeof the oracles of old) feizol 
him alfo with his ikcred influence, long beford 
he fcached NatotB, and amduded him under 
it tt> the aSemHy of the prophets ; wherS, 
foi^tting his bloody^ purpofe, he put off his 
robes of royalty, and military apparatus, 
and prophefied in the prefencc of Samuel i 
and continued under a very diftinguifhed in- 
fluence of the Spirit of God that whole day 
and night : He L^ down naked *, [fays the 
text) in the fame (enfe that Tacitus calls 
the Germans naked, Reje^a vejie fuperhre^ 
when they had thrown off their upper gar- 
ment i which now gave new occafion to the 
repetition of that prorerbial taunt agalnft 
him, Is Saul alfo among the prophets f 

DouBf* 

* Mr. ffffw/ 's comment upon this pafTage {Hifi. ^ 
the Bible, vol.a. b.j. p. i8, 19.} is well worih noticing: 
« The words of the original [Tays he) which are ren- 
" dcred nahtdi fignify o^cn nothiiig elfe but to have a 
" pan of the body uncoveredi as their verfiom tranOate 

' ** It, 2 Sam. vi. 26. or, to be without a gown, or upper- 
" garment, fuch as the Eafiernt and Romans wore. Wo 
** need but conGder the circumftances which Ifaiab 
" and St. yoh» remark, when they fpake of ttaiednefij 
*'.to be perfuadcd, that they did not mean a being alto- 
** gcther naked ; for God commanded IfaUh to put off 
** his fackcloth, and to go barefoot for three years; on'y 
** to denote that the Egjftiani and Arahiant were to be 
"carried jway captive in the fame manner by AxeA^j- 

' ri*mi. But it was never the cuAom to ftrip captives 

^ cloaths, 
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Doubtless, ^aul (with the wks and 
flatterers of his court) had, in the fulnefs of 
his lasertiiie fpirit, often turned David, and 
ihe |ffopbetick choiv to which he had afib- 
dftted himfelf, to abundant ridicule ! and 
now the ridicule is retorted upon himfelf: 
a ridicule, which (as Erafmus obferves) is 
prc^rly applied to any man who is unfitly 
aUbdated. 

Whilst Saul continued under this Influ- 
cnce of the Holy Spint, David returned from 
Samab to Giheab^ where the court then 
refided, and where Jonathan is believed to 
have been governor: here he had recourfe 
to his ^ithfiil friend, for aid and advice in 
his prefent exigency ; here he expoftulated 
with him upon the cruelty of his Ethel's 

" cloatbs, and to give them worie and fliorter, that they 
** might be the more fit for fervice, asSMm^ar uid Gn- 
** timt have oblerved. Bdides, it is not probable that 
" Ifidah could have lived three whole years without an/ 
** cloatbs to cover him- We muft therefore rcDder^ 
« that Stul ftript bimfelf of his upper garment, and lay 
« almoll naked on the ground. In the lame fctife that 
« ^BrtliMt ViSar, fpeaking of thofc who were (ent to 
*' Lucius ^iuinlus Cineinnatitt^ to bring him to the fenaca 
" to be made dictator, fays, that they found him oaked* 
*• p(oughiiig on the other lide of the T/her. For it were 
** ridiciUous to imagine that he waa altogether nakedt 
** And litut Liviuff rdatii^ the fame ftory, obferve^ 
" [hat he called to his v/ifcRucca'iot bis gown, or ttfh 
fl diu he might appear fit to accompany them. 

H per* 
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^rfecation, and endeavoured to find out (he 
caufe of it. 

Jo^rATHAN gave him all the cdnfdtiticni 
ht cduld ; and probably confiding, tfiord 
than he ought, in the fincerity of Saul's con-' 
terfion, from the late miracle wrought upon 
him, endeavoured to perfuade David, that 
rtdrridrfimifchief was. meant him } inafmucht 
as his father, who concealed nothdng {toat 
him, had not given him the Icaft hint of 
any fuch intention. But this, far froni 
alluring T)aviJ, confirmed him the mo» 
in the perfuafion of fome fecret defigns laid 
againll him, which were induflrioufly con- 
cealed from yonatbaitj from a perfuafion, 
that his friendftiip would difcover them to 
tiavid : And David fware ( i Sam. xx. 3.) 
moreover y and /aid, 77y father certainly 
knffvoetb that I have found grace in tbf 
tyes i and hefaitb^ Let not Jonathan know 
tbis^ left be be grieved * .* but truly^ as the 

* The reader vrill obferve a finni^ar deKcacy in thii 
exprdSoDj the hoaotir D^Kii/ ^iAtoz Jmatbam^ would 
not let blm put any ezpreffion into the mouih of hie 
bther, which fhoula imply the leaA diflruit of his (on : 
•nd therefore he gives it quire another mm ; as if 5«*/ 
concealed his defigns upon David fiom Janatbsny only to 
•void affli^Urg hiEQ. 

Lord 
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XjOrd Hoetb, and as tiy foul Oveth^ there is 
hit a ftep hefween me and death. 

To tiiis Jonathan replied, that he wafl 
ready to dd every thing that David's heart 
de£red for his fa&ty, 

UpoK this, it was agreed, that the next 
day, being the feitinl of the Neiv Moon^ at 
which time David's attendance would be 
expelled, if Saul Oiould enquire for him, 
yonatban ihould anfwer, that he had, at his 
eameft requeft, given him leaVe to attend an 
annual iamily iacriiice then held at Bethlehem. 
If the king acquirfced in that cxcufe, they 
were to conclude, that all was well j if not, 
that evil was determined againft David. 

David addedj that in a6ting thus, yona^ 
tSan would give him a furc proof of his 
friendflnp, and invic^ble adherence to that 
ccfvenant which ^ey had mutually confirmed 
by fofemn oaths : but if yonatban declined 
doing this, he then begged, that if he were 
amfdous of any guilt in him that de- 
ferved death, he would flay him himfelf ; 
atuX he might have the fatisfafUon. of dy- 
inig by the hand of his friend, and not be 
<:xpofed to the rage of his cruel father s 
ff tbert be in me iniquity ^ (feys \k) Jli^ 
Hi mg 
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nu tb^felfi for w^ JhouUJi thou bring me 

to thy father ? 

This he faid in the fulnefe of friendly 
affli^on i as the Japonefe at this day, when 
their friends are doomed to die, iky them 
with their own hands, thinking it infamous 
to fall by the hand of a common executioner. 
Though David's requcft had, I think, more 
of Pbadra's wifli in it, to die by the hands 
of that pcrfon who was deareft to him. , And 
yonatban fo underftood it j for we find this 
tender expreffion touched him to the quic^ 
and he immediately cried out. Far be it 
from me ! affuring David at the fame time, 
that, fer from ddh-oying him himfelf, if 
he knew any evil dcfigns of his father ^jainft 
him, he would certainly difcover them. 
X)avid then asked, Suppofing there were 
fuch defigns, and Jonathan fhould come to 
the knowledge of them, what method could 
he take of informing him ? To this fona- 
ihan (having hit upon a contrivance that 
would eifedt what he defired) only replied, 
by defiring him to walk out into the fields 
with him i and as they paiTed along, his 
generous heart, filled with all the tendernefs 
of friendihip, and touched with theappear- 
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ancc of his being fufpeiSed by David, broke 
out into that tender profcffion of his integrity, 
and pathetick appeal to Almighty God for 
it, which nothing ever yet equalled : Lord 
God of IJ'rael^ when I have founded my 
father J about to-morrow at any time, or the 
third day; and Behold, if there be good tmrnrd 
Davidy and I then fend not unto thee, and 
fhew it thee, the Lord dofo, and much more 
to "Jonathan : but if it pleafe my father to 
do thee evil, then I -will fhew it thee, and fend 
tbee away, that thou mayefi go in peace ; and 
the Lord be with thee, as be hath been with 
my father. 

He then proceeds, in the fulnefs of his 
fricndfhip for him, and in foil afliirance that 
David would one day fill the throne which 
God intended for him, to oblige him once 
more to ratify the covenant which they had 
mutually fworn : ^d thou jhalt not only^ 
while yet I live, fhew me the kindnefs of the 
Lord, that I die not ; but alfo, thou Jhalt not 
cut off' thy kindnefs from my boufefor ever. 

How tender a fenfe had Jonathan of that 
friendlhip which he thus wifhes to perpe- 
tuate ! How unfpeakabic a gcncrofity, to Hi- 
pulate for his owo lifcj, with that kua whojCa 
H 3 lifo 
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life was then abfolutely in his power ! inter* 
ceding, that his children might not be con- 
sidered as enemies to hijn ; Thu Jhak not 
cut off tiy hndnefs from my koufe for ever ; 
«£j, not when the Lsrd hath cutoff the enemies 
of David every one from the face of the 
earth : concluding all with that remarkable 
and undiftjnguiihing imprecation. Let the 
Jjird even require it at the band of David" i 
mtmies. 

Whei? "Jonathan had thus ended the 
covenant on his part, he prefles David^ In 
a tranfport of tcndernefs, to confirm it anew ; 
to oblige him once more, from the delight 
he took in his friendfliip, to give him new 
»flurances of it j again to bind it to him by 
qath ; ^d Jan^thfin caufcd David tofwear- 
(igainy ( fays the text ) becaufe be loved him ; 
for h^ loved him as bis own foul. Whoever 
knows what it is to love, will need no better 
proof of it. 

They then agreed, that Z>dwV might go 
down to Bethlehem, for three days ; at the ' 
end of which he Ihould return to his former 
place of concealniient, near the ftoneof B5f^/, 
and tarry there until yonatban gave him a 
^gnal either to appear or fly, 
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The fignal agreed on was this, that ^e- 
natban lliould, at the time appointed, walk 
into the field, as it were to fhoot at a mark ; 
and when he had ihot three arrows, if he 
Called to the lad that gathered up the arrows, 
to tell him they were on this fide of him, 
then David might return to court j for that 
fhould be a fignal that all was well, and no 
evil intended him : but if he fhould call to 
the lad, that the arrows were beyond him, 
then was he to fly as fail as he could, as 
juftly fearing theworft. 

As Jonathan could not tell how he mig^t 
be watched and followed into the field, io 
, as to be precluded from all poffibility of 
communing with his friend, there was a 
. iiec»flity of their agreeing upon fome fecret 
fignal, that m^ht he unintelligible to others ; 
and when they had done fo, Jonathan con- 
cludes all with. a nev addrefs to Almighty 
God, that he would perpebiate the cpvenant 
eftabliftied between them. 

AcGORDlHG as diey had forefeen, fo 
it fell out ; when the feaft of the Ntw 
Moon came on, Saul and his company fat 
down to meat. And as there feems to be 
fome allution to the ancient way of eatiog, 
H 4 in 
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104 ^ Hiflorkal Account of 
in die account we have of it, it will not, I 
hope, be aimfs to defcribe it more paitkziu 
lariy. 

Tk(e text tells us no mOrc than this, that 
the king fat upon bUfeat^ m at other times, 
even t^om a feat by the <waU. From whence 
tile learned conclude, that the table was fet, 
aiter the andent manner, in a half-circle : 
and Saul, as was meet, feated himfelf (fiwr 
the way of reclining at meat was not yet 
introduced ) at the middle and moft honour- 
able part of it ; which, from the nature of 
the thing, was the part next the wall. 

The text adds, that yonw/Acw arofe, and 
'^ner fat upon SauV% fide j and ther^ore, 
it is probable, that yonathan's rifing, was to 
g>vc place to his uncle. From this alfo it is 
eafy to infer, that the table was femi-circular ; 
for otherwife Saul's place would have had 
no diftinflion, fince jibaerj who fat by his 
iide, would alfo hare lat by the wall as well 
as he. 

In this lituation it was eafy to fee, that 
i>aTOV's place, which probably. was next to 
yonathanj was empty ; whiqh though Saul 
Well obferved, he pafled over in filence the 
ix&. dayj concluding hs, was prevented by 
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the Life of King David. 105 
.fome 1^ pc41ution : but as this iea&^ 
.throu^ the uncertainty of the moon's ap- 
pearance, was always kept two days *, Sa¥K 
'fitidin^ David'% f^ace ^ain empty, the next 
day enquired ofjortathan why the fon of 
Jeff.yfta abfent both that day and the day 
before^ 

■ JiONATHAH anfwcred, as was agreed on, 
that he had eameftly begged leave to attend 

'^e fiunily-facrifice at Bethlehem j and that 
-his brother had commanded him, in hjs 
-ikther's name^ to attend at it ; and therefore ' 

he had confented to let him go, which wa$ 

the rcafcHi of his abfcncc. 

■ At die hearing of this, Saars anger 
■kindled into a furious rage ; which broke 
out into bitter reproaches upon his fon, 
charging him at once with folly, rebellion, 
and perverfcncfs j urging, that he had chofen 
the fon of ye^e to his own confiifion, and 
the confiifion of his mother's nakedncfs j by 
this reproach afperfing his very birth, as if 
fo degenerate a fcm could not be his, but the 

• The.Nrw Moom was proclaimed according to its 
appearance ; and the appearance being unccrcaia, fbme- 
cimes ip the rooming, roraeiimes in tlie erenit^, ac 
nooRi or at midnigbCj therefore they ob&rred two days 
in hoaour of it. 

pff- 
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io6 An Hifiorical Account of 
^^fpring of his mother's guilt, the ifliie c^ 
•a crirninal commerce with iwne other man ; 
adding, that as long as the fon of Jejfe Uve^, 
neither he noc his kingdom fhould be eila- 
blifh'd ; and concluding with a peremptt^ 
command, to fend inilantly, and fetch David 
ta him, for that he fhould furely die. 

This cmeL treatment, conduding in fo 
cruel a command, got the better of yotia- 
tbaris temper. Thofe quick queftions where- 
with he replies upon his father. Wherefore 
fiaU be die ? and, IFbaf hath be done f fuffi- 
ciently evince this. Beiides, the text adds, 
that be arofe from the table in fierce atiger. 
At which Saul^ incenfed b^ond all bounds, 
canght op a 3^^^^'"? ^^^ darted it at him ; 
which Jongtban {probably upon his guard, 
as expecting no Icfs ) happily efcaped. 

If it be aflced, How it came to pafs, that 
Saul always had his fpcar in readinefs, (as on 
this and other occafions ) to execute his evil 
purpofes ? I anfwer, That fpears were the 
fccpters of thofe ages, which the kmgs always 
carried in their hands. 

That they always carried their fcepters 

in their hands, appears from Homer. And 

that thofe fcepters were fpeat?, is evident 

from 
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from the 23d book of JuftttCi Hijiory, 
c. 3. where, fpcakjng of the firft age of tho 
Romans, which Dr. Patrick thinks was 
^boat the ^ of Saul, he tells tu, that as 
yet in thofe times kings had fpears as enfigns 
of royalty, wliich the Greeks call'd fceptcrs. 
And FaufaniaSy in his BceSttcks^ tells us, 
that the kjngs pf ^r^oi called their fceptcrs 
fpears. 

Th^ treatment which 'Jonathan received, 
was a fufficicnt indication of what David 
was to expeft ; and both thcfe, his forrow 
for his friend, and fliame of the indignities 
he himfelf endured, turned that day's feftival 
into a day of abftinence and mortification 
with Jonathan : however, the difgrace and 
fhagrin he was \n, gave him a better pretence 
for retiring and fecluding himfelf from com- 
pany, and confequendy a better opportunity 
of keeping his appointment with David left 
obferved. H^ went out into the field next 
morning, attended only by one lad, who 
Carried his arrows j and when he had di- 
reftcd the lad towards the place to which he 
aimed his arrows, as the lad hafted thither, 
he {hot an arrow beyond him j command- 
jpg hipi a^ the fame titne (as the lad appre- 
hended) 
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lo8 At Hiftorical Accotmt of 
hended) to make all the difpatch Iw could • 
but in reality cautioning David to efcape, 
and make the bell of his way : however, 
finding the coaft was clear, and eager to 
hai«.onc moment's enjoyment of his friend, 
he difpaCched his attendant with ail the fpccd 
he could to the city. 

When the lad was gone, David came 
forth from the oppofitc fide of the rock * j 
andi oppncffed at once with tendemefs to his 
friend, gratitude to his benefactor, and vene*. 
raticMi for his prince, he fell on his iace, and 
bowed himfelf three times to the earth before 
him : they then fell into one another's armsi 
embraced and wept over each other with a 
diftreis that is not to be dcfcribed, until 
Daind exceeded. 

I r is juftly obferved, that the nobleft minds 
are like the nobleft metals, eafily melted ; 
and the ancients, with good reafon, made 
this one mark of true gcnerofity. From 
hence thofe poetick, became alfo proverbial 
cxpreffions, 'A^aSol <r'a'/» J^ax/jJes avS-^n " ^t 
faciles motui mens generofa capita 

• j'owrta»difchii^ed his arrows on the NTorth-fide of 
(he rock i and the text cells us, that Dtvid arofc out of 
the South : he avoided Ihooting oa ihc lidc D^-vid lay, fb( 
fear of a difcovery. 
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the Lift of King David. 109 
CoMMEKTATORS acQDDric for the excefs 
of David'i diitrefs on this occaiicii, from 
the lamentable prolpea of his eidleiiom )m 
iainily, from his friends, and, it may he, 
fcoQithe people of God. But we ihould 
lemember, that commentators are not always 
the heft judges of true heroiim. David, I am 
perfuaded, had a heart too brave to be funk 
l^ filch fel£ih coniideratioas. 

If the generous reader will allow Urn-' 
felf to determine this point from the fenti- 
ments of his own breaft, I dare beliere he 
will not hefitate one moment to pionounce, 
that it was the fenfe, not of hit own diftrefs, 
but of Jonathan^ generoiity, that over- 
whelmed David. He was now leaving, 
perhaps taking his laft leave, of that man, 
who, though he knew David flood between 
him and a throne, yet had often faved his 
life, and was now juft come from faving it 
again, at the inuninent haiard of his own I 

^And how was he leaving this unvaluabk 
friend ? He was leaving him to the rage 
of a furious incenfed father, who would not 
fiiil to deftroy him, for the very kindnefs he 
was then ihewing to David, if ever it fliould 
come to bis kaowledge. 

Where 
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Where U the heart diat could be iiiieri^ 
fible ? Where id the heart diac muft not 
fink under ^s diftrefs ? yonatban was too 
delicate, and too generous, not to fee all the 
movements of D^wWsheart on thisdiftrefsful 
occafion ; and feeii^ them, he repreiled lus 
own grief, for fear of finking his friend too 
much, by exceisoftenderne& ! This made 
him conclude the conference in that religious 
and calm manner recorded in the text ( i Sam* 
•XX. 42.) : Jnd Jonathan /aid uttto DavfJ^^ 
Go in peace^forafmucb at lee have /worn both 
6f US in the name of the Lord, faying^ The 
lard be between me and thee, and between my 
feed and tiy feed for ever. This faid, David 
arofe, broke away from his friend, andwent 
into exile, and yonatban returned to the 
city. 

Tben Vf2S it, in all probability, that this 
wandring exile brake out into this and the 
following complaints (pfal. xvii.): Hearths 
right, O Lard, con/ider my compiaint^. and 
hearken unto my prayer^ that gaetb not out 
of feigned lips. Let my fentenci come forth, 
from thy prejence^ and let thine eyes look upon 
the thing that is equal. — O bold fbott up my 
goings, that my footfeps flip not ^ &c. 

C H A P- 
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CHAP. XI. 

Da,vid flies to Abimelech at Nob .• His 
CmduB there examined^ andexcufed* 
From Nob be fiies to Achifli at 
Gath : His Co?tdtiB there examined^ 
and accounted for. 

BEFORE we follow David into exile,' 
it will not be amifs to kiform my 
f eaders of lefs learning, that the JRemant alfo' 
hod feafts not unlike the New Moon feafts of 
Ac yev)Sy (mentiofl'd in the laft chapter) 
tailed Cbarijiia, or Fea^s ofLovfj to which 
liOne but tiieir kindred were invited * j a 
feflivity which, in all probability, they bor- 
rowed from the j^«iw. 

David, in his firft flight from 5tftf/, had 
tecdurfe to the fropfiet of God j and now 
^ next' is to his prieft : he came to No^^ 
a city of Benjamin, not far from yerufalem^ 
to j&imelecb, otherwife called ^iatbat, the 
high-prieft j and there, in all probability^ 

• VaI.MM. /. II. CI. 
pvid. Faft. — P«xww coffufi Sxtre chsr^is charity 
Et vnit tdpicm h/tts fre^iup* 4tit. 
he 
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tti An Hiflorical Account <f 
he hoped to be flieltercd for a fcafon j dicrd 
was the altar, and the cdMrnade j and there 
alfo he probably iaid to himfelf. Under the 
Jhadow of thy wings Jhall be my refuge^ until 
this tyranny be over'PaJi. And, poffiWy, fo 
it might have been, had he not. been pr&i 
vented by the fight of Doeg the Edomite, 
one of the fervants of Saul^ and chief of his 
herdfmen, who being detained there that 
day, ather becaufe it was the Sabbath, or 
by reafon of feme vow, or other rdi^ous 
regard, David well knew would make a 
merit to Saul of difcovering his retreat. 
And, in all probability, the hi^-pricft hira- 
fclf fuipeacd as much j for the text telU 
us, that he was afraid at the meeting of 
Davidy which there had othcrwife been no 
caufe for. Then j^tmelecb inquired why 
he was alone, and not attended as became 
his dignity ? To which he anfwered, that 
he was employed by the king upon aa 
affair which required fecrecy and difpttch j 
and dierefore he came away in that private 
manner, and appointed his fervants where 
to meet him. 

Here David is charged by moft com- 
mentators with the guilt of adding one lye 

ta 

D,g,t,.?<ii„Google 



iU Life of King DaviiJ. i i j 
to another ; a fiilfiiication, which, in its con^ 
Tequcnce, coil the prielb of God their livesi 
And it is thought, that, in compunfUon for 
this guilt, he utters that lamentable com^ 
plaint, in the cxix^h pfalmi at the 28th and 
29th verfes, My foul meltetb avuiy for very 
beavintfi : -^ "Tdke from me the way <f 
tfing. 

All men, however^ do not fee this matt 
ter in the ^me light ; there are fome who 
cannbt bring themfelres to believe that any 
r^edion upon this part of his conduA ky 
heavy upon David, becaufe they cannot 
charge him in this matter as others doi 
His intention was innocent : he induflri<* 
oufly concealed his condition from the high-* 
prieftj to keep him clear of all fufpicion and 
charge of having combined with him agiunft 
SmI, .. . 

I FIND many learded men, whd honour 
trudi as much as any of its advocates, and 
y«t will not load cfery uninjuringj uudefign- 
ia%t and much lefs every well-Ktelignuig dex 
ccit, with the, guilt of lying* They cannot, 
indeed, go in altogether with Euripides^ 
Who is of opinion, that wheri tnith is 
Uktly to b« attended with great evil^ 
I fthhood 
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114 An Hifiorkal Account of 
iaifliood is pardonable * ; well knowings 
that a good man {hould fpeak the truth from 
his heart in many inftances, even to his own 
greatell damage or difadvantagc. All that 
they infiil on Is, that we are not obliged to 
fpeak the truth either to our own or other 
men's difadvantage, to fuch as have no right 
to know it from us ; and, confequently, are 
no way injured by not knowing it. He is 
a good man (faith Cicero^ 2,'Offi^-) who 
does all the good he can to others, and in- 
jures no one, uiilels grievoully provoked. To 
diffemble or difguife the truth, from one 
who hath no right to know it, is no injury : 
ccmfequently, fuch a condutft is coniiftcnt 
with the condud of a good man. 

I KNOW no imputation of guilt upon this 
condud; in the Scriptures. The beft writen 
upon the law of nature cenfure it not. And 
I Ihould be glad to know from thofe r^d 
gentlemen who differ from thefe learned 
writers, how children, fools, madmen, and 
ruffians are to be treated upon their prin<- 
eiples. The cafes are obvious. 






Whew 
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the Life of King David, ir^ 
When David had cxcufed his coming 
thus unattended, as well as he could, to the 
high-prieft, he begged fuch a fupply of pro- 
vifioosfrom him as he could ipdre. The 
high-pfieil anfwered^ That he had no com- 
mon bread ; and made fome dilHcuhy of 
£ipplying him with that which had been 
hallowed the day before, left his fervants 
m^it be under fome legal pollutkm, efpc- 
cially with regard to women *. But this 
was removed, by David's alTuring him, diat 
they were under no legal pollution j and that 
^efirw-brtad of the day before, was now, 
in a manner, become common, iince there 
'Was' other bread this day £in6ified in the 
veflcl. 

Then David applied to him for Icane 
fwwd, or fpear, or other arms, as having 
kit bis own behind' him, through the hafte 
which the king's bufinefs required. To 
which the prieft anfwcred j "The fmrd of 
GoUah the Pbilijiine, whom thou flcweji in 
the valley of Elah^ behold, it is here^ -wrapt 
in a cloth bthind the ephod ; if thou wilt take 



• Here we fee> that Tome degree of purification, at 
leaft ncra-poUuiion, was required, to fit people for eating 
^Jbnu-trtud. Hew mjch more ih: facrameocal \ 



I 2 that, 

D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



1 1-6 An Hiftorkal Account of 
that^ take it ; for there is no other fave that 
here. And David faid^ "There is none like 
that ; give it me. 

Before David departed, he prevailed 
upon the high-prieft to enquire of GdD con- 
cerning him : but what anfwer he received, 
or whether he obeyed the divine diretSion 
or monition, is not faid. It is certain, he 
fometimes governed himfelf by other mea-- 
fures ; and it is as certain, he always had 
reafon to repent his doing fo, as moft cer- 
tainly he did at this time. 

The refolution he took, was, to throw* 
himfelf under the protedtion oi Achijh the 
Philifiine king > and he did fo accordingly, 
with Goliah's fword by his fide. 

It is not eafy to prtmouncc upon this 
condudt ; and I ihall take no more upon me, 
than to obferve, what is obvious to every 
reader, that it was not infpired by the 
dictates of common prudence. Some im». 
gine, that he meant to conceal himfdf al 
that court, and only made ufe of the privi- 
lege anciently indulged to flrangers, of fo- 
journing for a feafon where-ever they thought 
fit, without having any queftions afked 
them. But, furely, had this been his 
view, 
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the Life of King David. 117 
view, he never would have fojoumod there 
with fuch a mark of diiUndion as Goliah'i 
fword. Befides, there is no doubt but that 
his name and pcrfon were now become- as 
dreadful to the Pbilijiines, as ever that of 
Scanderbeg was after to the Turks. Nay, 
it ihould feem, that they had by this time 
been acquainted even with bis designation to / 
Ac crown j for fo the fervants of Acbijb 
{^nly intimate, in their informations to 
their mafter: Is net ibis {hy they) David ibe 
king of the land ? Did they notjing one to an- 
other of him in dances^ faying^ Saul hatbjlain 
his tboujands, and David bis ten tboufands ? 

I HAVB no doubt but that David frankly 
and openly owned from the beginning who 
he was, and threw himfelf upon the king's 
mercy for protedion. But when th^ ac- 
quainted their mafter that he was king-eie6t 
of the rea)m of Ifraet^ they infmuated this 
as a reafon why he fhould not be trufted : 
or, poffibly, they alluded to the condition 
flipulated in the combat widi Goliab, that 
the people of the conquered champion Aiould 
ferve thofe o£ the coBqucror : fo that if 
David was king of Judea^ he would con- 
lider himfelf as kin^ ^ Palejifne alio. 

I 3 This 
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This condud of the courtiers ftarded 
Pavid i he then faw into what ftrd^ts he 
had brougtit himfelf, and had n« way of 
efcaping but by changing his behaviour, and 
counterfeiting madnefs. The text tells us, 
X)avid ivfls fore afraid of Acbifh^ and be 
changed his behaviour before tbem^ mrtd 
feigned himfelf mad in their bands ; well 
Jcnowing, that madmen are rather objeas trf 
pity than of puuilhmcnt ; and played his 
part fo well, that he effcdually deceived 
them. The king, it feems, was not of a 
humour either to be entertained with men 
of that charafler, or even to endure them, 
and fo ordered him to be turned out of his 
court. In memory of which great deliver- 
ance, he is faid to have compofed the Ivi*|i 
pfalm ; which is an earneft application to 
God, and a thankful recognition of his 
infinite goodnefs, in faving and proteding 
Jiim from his enemies. 

It is, befides this, a key that lets us into 
the true fecret ^David's condu^a upon this 
pccaiion. 

Frqm this pfalm it plainly apppars, that 

ikx courtiers ofGatb were bent upon XU- 

%ji4's dc^ru^pn, and daily caballed againft 

him: 
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Slim : they foon perceived him to be a great 
;genius ; a durader always dreaded^ if not 
hated, in an enemy, and they refolved his 
fuin ; and to be fure to effedl it, they mif- 
■conftrued and gave wrong turns to every 
thing he faid or did : ver. 5. B/ixry day 
.((iays he) they wreji my words j all tbetr 
thoughts are againji me for evil : they gather 
Ibemfelves together^ they hide themfeheSy they 
Mark my Jieps, ivhen they lay wait for my 
foul. 

What Hiould he do ? He had dealt with 
diem in the integrity and ilmplicity of his 
heart } but his honefly was interpreted into 
guile. To labour to fet himfelf right with 
ihem were vain, for they dcfignedly mis- 
interpreted every thing > and to enter into 
any debate with them upon it, would be 
but to difcover his dillruft, and infure his 
deflniif^oo. Fair open dealing would not 
do. What if he tried to deceive ? 
To decdve the deceiver, is, in many in- 
fhnces, meritorious, in none criminal. And 
what fo likely to decdve, as the very reverfe 
of that character which they had To mif- 
conftraed ? He was undone, as a wile- 
snan; he had a chance to efcape, as a 
I 4 raad- 
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mad-man \ he tried, and the experiment 
fuccceded. 

Some criticks have indulged themielves 
in vilifying and traducing David upon thJs 
account : but others, widi more reafon, con- 
£der this condu(^ as a ilrong fpecimen of 
lagacity and penetration, and as a veil- 
judged, an honeft, and an honourable fraud ! 
and can no more cenfure David for faving 
his life by this guile, than they can Solon for 
ferving his country. 

I F any man objeft to this way of reaicsiing 
from th^ P/alms, I befeefh him to refleflt 
■ how unreafonablc it would be to fuppofe, 
that a hymn written upon a particular occa- 
iion, fhould yet contain nothing in it any way 
relating to that occafion : And, on the pthec 
hand, if thofe hymns contain particularities 
not arifing from the general nature of prayer, 
pr thankfgivjng, whether we muft not, by 
all the rules of rational interpretation, refer 
thofe particularities to the occafion upon which 
the hymn was compofed ? And if we have 
a right to do this, furcly we have a right to 
feafon from them. 



CHAP, 
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GHAP. xn. 

pavTil J?/«x to the Cofue ^AduUam, 
Some Account of the Perfons who 
reforted to him there, 

Dji FIVs next refuge was the cave of 
J^llam, in the tribe of Judabt and 
to the Eail of Eleutberopolii *, a place forti- 
iied by nature, and fo fitted for the lecurity 
of pbribns in diftrels, that we are told it hath 
frequently given a refuge from the Turh to 
die CbriJUaniy who fled thither with their 
^unilies, flocks, and herds. 

Hither his friends, diofc efpecially of 
his own family, who had reafon to appre. 
hcnd that they fhould be involved in tiie 
imputation of iiis guilt, reforted to him. 
Hither alfo, as it is generally underflood, 
9ame thofe valiant men, and great captains 
of the tribe of Gad, who were faid, in 
J dron. ch. xii. to have feparated ibenu 
J,elves unto X^avid itito the h>ldtn the wilder- 

* Eujehius gives this ficmtion to 3 town of that name 
extant in his nme. This was, probably, the CDUDCry of 
|pr«j&, jW«ib'a afloqai^ G*». xifii. 

nefs^ 
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nefi, men of might, men of war, ft for the 
hattle, that cwld hanMt Jbield and huckler, 
tpbofi! faces were Hie the faces of lions ; and 
they werejkinfi as the r^s upon the moun' 
Uins. 

These men had oil ^ natwral and ac- 
quired advantages that could beft diftmguifli 
fiddiers ; they were braye, ftrong, and 
fwift, with fuch a fiercenefs of afpeft as ter- 
rified thor enemies. Arifiotk obrerves, that 
Uons refemble men moie in their coun- 
tenances than any other animals ; and as 
lions are the ficrceft and nt^left of the 
inferio' animals, the ancients thought it no 
mean commendation in men of war to re- 
ferable them. 

The chief of thefc GtfrfiVw were captains, 
( \i^ther of SauV% army then, or of David's 
afterwards, is not clear) feme of thoufands, 
and the leaH of hundreds. 

The facred text obferves of thefe, as a 
further indication of their courage, that they 
ventured over fordan in the moft dan- 
gerous feafon, (probably fw^m over it) when 
the river was deepefl, and moA rapid, which 
was in the firft month, the feafbu of the 
l)arley-harveft j for now the fnows &om the 
neigh- 
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neighbouring mouataios {Lebcnm efpedalljr) 
begin to melt, and fwcUed the river above 
its banks. 

Wheh they had conquered the river, they 
had yet had other enemies to encounter, -who 
are called, in the Englijh tranflation, men of 
the valleys ; thefe alio they conquered : 7bey 
put the valleys to flight ( fays the text) to the 
eejiy and to the weft. 

After thefe came a mixed company of 
the tribes of Judab and Benjamin in a con- 
fidcrable body. David went out to meet 
them ; and feeing fo many of Saul'9 tribe, 
and probably fome of his kindred, he ap- 
prehended there might be fome treachery 
intended him. He was far from a fufpidous 
fpirit, yet it behoved him to be upon his 
guard J however, much muft be ventured, 
if he meant to be fecured from Saul. At 
worft, he could but die j and, to a brave 
man, death is far better than a mean diftruft. 
He told them, in all the heroick fimplicity, 
and with all the frankncfs, of a generous 
fpirit, that if they came with friendly inten- 
tions towards him, they fliould meet with 
faithful returns of affedion and fricndihip 
frcm lum ^ but if they came to betray an 
innocent 
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innocent xnan to his enemies, he referred die 
vengeance of fudi guilt to God : If (iays 
he) yt he cime peaceably unto me to help me^ 
my heart Jball be knit unto you : but if ye be 
come to betray nu unto mine enemies^ feeing 
there is no wrong in my hands, the God of our 
fathers look down thereon^ and rebuke it *. 

Tush j^tufai, chief c^ thefe great 
leaders, ftruck with the opennefa and d^ity 
ef this condu£tj and infpired with a noble 
zeal for the caufe of fo brave and fo injured 
a man, replied at once» with a fpirit which 
nothing tut thp prigipal can cxjwefs in its 
more than Laconick ftrpngth and Iw^cyity j 
^hinCy David ; and with thee, thou fon of 
^eje -f-, fefice ; Peace to thee, and peace 
to tiy helpers j for tiy Gad helpetb thee. 

TijEN David received them, and made 
them captains of the hoft, 

The candid aijd l?arnpd reader wijl bcft 
judge for himfelf whether he hath ever 
oWerved, in all the apcpunfS of antiquity, fo 
iKToick an addrefs, and fp foidierly a reply. 

* The concilenefs of the original hath, I think, great 
dignity ^ look^ and rehuke. 

f The meaning of that expreflion T take to be diis ; 
Notwirb^nding they reproach thy birth, and taunt thee 
with the appdluion of the fon of 7#, ire are chine. —^ 
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This is the account kft us of thofe gnetf 
men who refcnted to Haimd at AMJgm % 
and wHh theie, as it vas natural, mixed 
themfelves all fuch as were dtfcontented, in 
debt, and in diilre&, to the number of about 
fQui" hundred men in all, and he became 
their captain. 

Probably diat nfage now prevailed 
among the ^^fWJ, which, Cafar teUs us, an- 
ciently obtained among the Gtfu/r, for tbofe 
that were in debt, oppreflcd by tributes, or 
the tyranny of the great, to betake them- 
felves to the fervice of ibme eminent man 
for protedion ; by him they were main- 
tained, and to him they devoted themlelTes 
under a fcdemn obligation to live and die 
widi him. Thefe were called, in the Gallick 
language, Solducii % which muft be owned ta 
be a very honourable original of the word 
SoUier. It is evident, that fuch m^ht be 
very honeft and good men ; and fuch, in all 
probability, were David's companions. 

Here jt is asked. How i}<n;/(/ could, in 
confciencc^ protcA thofe men from their 
creditors ? To this it Is obvious to anfwer ; 
That to refcue unhapf^ men, who are not 
able to pay their debts, from the granny of 
cruel 
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CtaA cieditore, is one cS Uie greateft a& of 
bumamty and mercy ; and the dilbrefs thcfe 
wereki, (foffidently feen in tbek recoin-fe 
t» Dtpvid, then in die ejrtremity ctf diftrefs) 
fliews their kiability to fetkfy' thors : but 
ifaoog^ they were now tinaUe to fatisfy their 
creditors, their drcumftances were in fcsne 
time confidenUy mended; and,Tcryprofaafaly, 
when David wa& cn^il^ed, in feme meafure, 
Co pay hiG debts of gratitude, they were in 
a conditiCTi to clear off their debts of juftif* > 
jb that both debtors and creditors were, in 
all probt^ility, benefited l^ the refiige which 
Danjtd now afforded. 

That good men have often had the 
misfortune to be in debt, and many wap 
opprcfled, the biftorics of all countries 
afliire us. 

"Whether thefe were good men when 
they reforted to David, is not eafy to fay : 
but if they were not, that they became fo, 
by his difcipline, influence, and example, 
is fufficiently evident from their fubfequent 
behaviour ; and makes it credible, tiiat it 
was chiefly for their ufe he compofed die 
rxxiv'l" pfalm, which contains the noblcft - 
encouragements to piety and virtue, ftom 
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an afibrancc, that all fudi as are fo devoted, 
jure the immediate care of Almighty God ; 
as all thofe of a contrary charaiOer are his 
abhorrence, and ih» fore marks of hia ven- 
geanoe. And &cely this f^hn, confidned 
in this li^t, is one of the noUeft, the beft- 
tnmed, and bcft-jndgod, and beft-adapted 
compo&dom that ever were penned *. 

Whether Mr, Btzjr/rbe fufficicQtly juAi- 
fied, in calling this cooapany a troop of km- 
Mttiy (that is ruffians, rd)bQfB» vtA mur- 
derers) 

* He b^inS) bjr encoungiag them to piety, and gn- 
ticude to Gtxl, from his own example : 1 laill aliowf 
givt tbawii unto the Lord : hit fr^ift [bdU ever be ininj 
Toauth. Mj [ml Jball msie her btafl in the Lard: tht 
humble jbaU hear f hereof, andht gUd, O fraifi the Lord 
luith tne : Mid let m MMgn^ his msnu together. I fought 
the Lordy and ht heard tat : yea, he delivered me out 
of all my fear. They had en eye mtito him, and lotre 
ligbtited : and their f^ces toere tut ajbamed. Lo, the poor 
eritth, and tht Lord beareth him : yea, snd/aveth hint 
omt tf all hit troubbt. The om^I ^ tht Lord tarrieth 
rpmid about them that fear him, and delivereth them. 
He then eihom others to make trial of tbc lame mer- 
cies i to learn the goodneJs of God> from tbeir own 
experience . O tafe and fee hovi grattOKi the Lord it : 
hlejfedit the man that trnfleth in him. Ofear the t^rJ, 

Sthat art his faints : jvr they that fear him lack nothing. 
e then aflUres them, that ftrength and tnagnaniminr 
are no fecurities from want and diftrefs j whereas cnin 
and confidence in God, is a never- iailins; fiiurce of every 
Chingthatis eood: The lions do lack, and fageT hunger : but 
they vihojieitbe Lord, /hall viant no manner of thing that 
it goad. After which, he fums up all in a rooib patbeticlc 
tod beautiful exhortation to piecy, to virtue, and to con- 
fidence 
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deren) and confidering them in the {atae 
light with the aflbdatcs of CatiHmf the 
candid reader will judge for himfelf. 

In this iitnation Dimd'i firft care was/ 
to place his &ther aild his mother in fafetjp 
trader the proteSion of the king ol Moai, 
the chief of thofe princes i^hich were at 
enmity with Saul'j wliich he had the mors 
teafon to hope for, as being defcendcd from 
Butb, a woman of that nation, and fuppofed 
ofthe royal family. 

Jdencc in God ; io M iffumice, tl«l as He m< tM 
guardian and true procc^r of virriie in diftrcfs, fo WM 
Be the unerting obferver and ftead^ avenger of wiclted^ 



tmmfrm mil, "J <V ¥ '*■" 'I"/ It'''' *■ 
Efrtfai ivil, tmito VBi : fiik ftace, andinfui tt. ^ -. 
ei, of <te IJiri m tvir thi risbmut, «»J to <m •>;« 
in ma Ihih fV"- ''*' "»»««^«« '/ '*' ,"" '*, 
««;»* ttm Ih'l d> ivil: /» rm M tbc rMMhraha (f 

Thi Lord it nigh unto tbtm that art of ^ atttnte btart : 
mJ ■wtU UmCuth at ti of «» humUffirit. Oriat tri 
tbt trtuiUt 0/ thi rightiiui : hut thi Lord tUUvtrtth 
hm nt if 'II- H< *«/«" ■■'' *" ^•»" ■' /" '*«' "' "* 
oflhivi it hritin. But ptiifirtum fiaU JUy tbt uitgadljt 
iitd tkij that hati thi ritbtiitutfittll hi Jifilati. Thi Lard 
dillvirith thi/nit if hit fifvMt : .tufaU Ibi) thiit pa 
<fafr <r.J! i» ft» ;l4/; «» t< i^Ufll. 

THt 
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The king's refidence was at Mizpeb^ a 
ftrong fortrefs, where David's parents con* 
titiucd all the timdhe was in the hold. 
. 'His addrefs to the king on this ocoafiofl, 
his refignation, and his dependence upon 
God, are all very remarkable : ^d be /aid 
knto tbi king. Let m^fhtber and wy mother, 
I pray thee, comefortb, and be- voiibyou until 
1 know wbat God will do for me. He could 
aot bear, that his aged parents (hould be tie3 
to a cold cave, and a perilous ccmiinemeDt^ 
expofed to all the hardships of a iiege, to 
deardis, to damps, and dangers of various 
kinds i and therefore he b^s leave of the 
king to take them from thence, and place 
them under his proteiftion. To fay the truth, 
it were hard to determine which was moft 
confpicuous, his piety to God, or to his 
parents, on this occafion. 
• The king received them gracioufly and 
honourably, and lodged them in fome of 
the apartments of his court ; for this fecms 
plainly implied, where the text tells us, that 
he brought them before the king of Moab, 
{that is, into his prefence) and they dteeif 
•tttitbbim all the while that Davidti'as in the 
hid, 
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CHAP. xni. 

David Jlies to the Forefi of Hareth : 
His Empltyment there. Saul'^ Im- 
patience for Revenge finely painted 
in the Text. The Priejis at Nob 
maffacred. 

HO W long David continued after this 
in the cave oijidullam^ is not iaid. 
We only know, that he left it, upon the 
monition of the prophet Gad j whom G o D 
feems to have railed up at this time on pur- 
pofe for his fupport : J&ide not tn the bold 
(faid the prophet to him) : Depart, and 
get thee into the land ofyudab. God had 
other works and other trials to excrcife him 
in, and therefore he would fufier him to lie 
no longer buried in a cave. Then David de- 
parted, and went into the forcft oi Hareth, 

Of this foreft, Bjibbi Solomon fays, (I pre- 
fume, upon the credit of ancient tradition ) 
that being before dry, barren, and impaflable, 
it now became fruitful and irriguous ; and 
ifixa^ David alludes to this in the xxiii^ pfalm^ 
where he confiders God as his Shepkerd^ 
who 
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who would, in bis owli time, lead him into 
fniitfol pafturce j and 'tiU then, he was iafe, 
under his protedUon, in the moA dangerous . 
ftenes *. 

When he calls God his Shepherd, he 
plainly Jni{dieG, that he foUowcd where-cver 
it fJeared God to gaide him; alluding to 
dw pFa£tice of the j^atick fliepherds, who 
do not drive, but kad their flocks -, which are 
trained to follow them, as David evidently 
did the guidance of GoD at this time. 

This, I think, is the moA rational con- 
ment tranibutttd to us by the Rabhifis. 

AHDiiirelyit is not impofliUe, but that 
this which was before a barren defart, might 
now, by a Angular blefling from God uport 
the induftry of David, and his companions, 
become a green pafture. This conduct, and, 
in all probability, alluding to this vtty time, 
be himfelf numbers among thofe wonder^ 
whidi God doth for the children of men, 
/y&/.cvii.that be maketb water-brings of a dry 
ground^ ^ffd there befettetb the buAgry, that 
they may build them a city to dvsell in : that 

• He fbmll fetd tut m s g^en pafimre, tniUaimeprth 
keptU^ht Waters sftomftrt.— Tea, though J-walk throkgh 
$bt vslltjf tf tktfigiivi ^Amtbj I vjiUftttT no ivii. 

K 2 they 
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they mayfow their land, and plant vineya^Js, 
to yield them fruits ofincreafe. He blejfetb 
them, fo that they multiply exceedingly^ and 
Juffereth not their cattle to decreafe. And- 
again ,: When they are minified and brought 
low through opprejiony 5cc. though he fuffer 
them to he evil-intreated through tyrants^ 
(pouring negkS upon princes} and let them 
wander in a waylejs tvildemej's ; yet belpetb 
he the poor out ofmifery^ and maketh him 
houjholds like a flock ofjheep. 
' Tijis is a plaiii dcfcription of his own 
cafe, and fuch as can fuit no other * ; and- 
it is all fpoken in the ftyle of an experienced 
man. And, indeed, if this were not &> evi- 
dent from the nature of the thing, his man- 
ner of introducing this refleftion, fuffidently 
Ihews, that it related to himfelf. He ob- 
fervcs, that Got> maketh a fruitful land 
barren, for the wickednefs of them that dwell 

therein. Again fays he : He maketh the 

wildemefs a /landing water ^ &c. The na- 
ture of the antitbcfes plainly Ihews, that as 

* If this opinion needed any fupport, wc might derive 
t probable cootirmation of it, from wh3[ Eufibims cellsusi 
tliat in his time there was, in die br^oiArith, awUage 
called Arath, ,toihtVi_e& oi Eiia, (jhjtrtftltmtiaafi^ 
calladj in which; ^sbe, David tt^zd. 

God, 
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God, for the Jim ofmen^ makes a fruitful 
land barren j fo, for their piety and r^h- 
teoufncfs, he turns barrennefs into culture. 
But the cafe being notorioufly his own, he 
carefully forbore the leaft hint of piety or 
righteoufnefs, left he fliould be thought to 
vaunt his own merits. And as to his afcribing 
all this to the agency of God, no man that 
confiders the piety of his ftylc, will, for that 
reafon, think it neceflary to preclude the 
interpolltion of fecond caufes, or human 
agency. 

Idi,eness, with regard tohoneft induftry, 
is ordinarily the effed of vicious habits ; and 
therefore it is no wonder \iCanaan was, from 
the days of its ancient inhabitants, in the 
condition of the flu^rd's vineyard, over- 
run with thorns and thllUes > efpecially con- 
fidering the defolations confcquent to the 
enfuing and almoll incellknt wars. 

The Cartaanites, who inhabited this land, 
before the days of "Jojhua^ were, without 
doubt, the wickedeft, the moft abandoned, 
race of mortals upon the face of the earth 1 
And I believe it will be allowed, that all 
mankind are idle, and negligent of culture, 
in proportion to their wickcdnefs. Induftry, 
K 3 and 
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and the honeft arts of life, have a natural 
force to abate and reftrain the unruly appe- 
tites and evil tendencies of the mind; whereas 
idlenefs lets them all loofe, and indulges 
their exccfTes. 

Now, idlenefs, in this view, (and indeed 
in every view) is great guilt j and. we know, 
that briars and thorns are, in a great mea- 
fure, the fruits of.Goo's original curfe upon 
guilt: and therefore God may, with great 
propriety, be faid to make a fruitful land 
barren^ for the wickednefi of them that dwell 
therein. 

On the other hand, induftry (I mean, 
lathings honeft) is virtue; and the means 
appointed by God- himfclf, if not, in fome 
meafure, to exjuate the Original guilt of man, 
at leaft to check its progrefs. And there- 
fore, when by this induftry, exerted in hope, 
and in an humble dependance upon God 
for a blefting upon it, a barren land is oiade 
fruitfiil ; God, without whofe influence no 
induftry can avail, may, in the ftyle of a 
man tnily religious, very properly be faid 
to do all this ; becaufe the means are of his 
appointment, and the end the effe^ of his 
influence. 

This 
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This reafoning beft accounts both for this 
pfalm, and ibr that vaft number of wilds 
and foreds which prote£led David in the 
days oi Saul ; and at the fame time makes it 
credible, that a man of fo ai^ve, fo im- 
proving, and fo generous a ijurit, as David 
was, who chofe (as all wife men would) to" 
live independent, and would not fufier his 
men to injure his neighbours, nor allow them 
in wickednefs *, took this occafion to cm- 
ploy them in culture, and fubfift them by it, 
and took pleafure in the employment. 

How dreadful thefe forefts were, when 
David entered into them, may cafily be 
imaged ; at leaft, may welt be collected 
from the 4th verfc of the xxiii'^ pfalm : 2>*7, 
thagb I "walk through the valley oftbejhadow 
of deaths I will fear no evil : for thou art 
with me, thy rod and thy flaff comfort me. 
What noble painting is this ! For, furcly, 
the valley of fiich a foreft, with all its gloomy 
horrors, inhabited only by bears, and lions, 
and tygers, ( whofe dens are in the deepeil 
ihades) is, with infinite beauty, ftyled, "The 
valley oftbejhadow of death. 

* Seeffil. cl- / isill not inevi a v»cktd ftrfm. Sec. 

K 4 The 
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The neainty that I^avid lay under, of 
flying into this forcft, laid him alfo under 
ft necefiity of diltivating it, as well as he 
could, for fubfiftence, and likewifc of de- 
riroying the favagcs that infefted it. And 
this great benefaftion to the whole neigh- 
bourhood, did, in fome meafure, open him 
the way to empire, as it did to Nimrod, 

How providentially advantageous toDavid 
was this perfecutiou, at the fame time that 
it appeared fo grievous ! To drive him from 
place to place, and from tribe to tribe i What 
was it, but to exhibit him more extenfivcly 
beneficent to thttn all ! What was it, but 
to render his patience, his piety, his tem- 
perance, his fortitude, more corifpicuous ! 
^nd by that means, to open him the way to 
empire ! What was it, but more effectually to 
lixhibit him, in this refped, a true type of that 
biefled Being, w&o went about doing ^ood ? 

How other men may thinks I cannot fay j 
but to minds early habituated to rural amufe- 
ments, the culture of a defart, conquering 
difficulties, reclaiming nature, bettering and 
beautifying the fcene we are placed in, feems 
to have fomething in it infinitely agreeable to 
• fpirit truly heroick and bencHcent, 

I MIGHT 
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I MIGHT add too fomcthing not un- 
pieafing to that great Artificer, who formed 
a world of fuch ama^g and exquifite beauty 
and contriiraince from cbaot. Nor have '. 
I often been better pleafcd, than with the 
Inflexion of a plain man, upon the improve- 
ments of a gentleman in his neighbourhood j 
he told him. He believed that -work wat very 
agreeable to GOD. And being asked why ? 
he anfwercd, Jt was adorning his creation. 

That fpirit of oilmrc, which now em- 
ployed David in reclaiming a deiart, is, in 
truth, the fame which in other heroes 
exerted itfclf in works of more magnifi- 
cence i building cities, bridges, and aquc- 
dufts, cutting canals, and carrying ways 
through impailkble mountains and momiles. 
Beneficence fways in both : but with this 
diiference, that vanity is too much tempted 
to predominate in the one ; and nothing but 
confcious virtue, and fecret humble fatif- 
faftion, in the other. 

This, at leaft, will be allowed j that as 
the greatcft heroes have always been careful 
to find full employment for their armies ; 
fuch k culture as we now fpeak of, and as 
t think tn«y be clearly inferred from the 
fore- 
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fore-cited pfalm, was the befl way to employ, 
to fupport, and to preferve fuch a number 
of men, as David Uicn had, in health and 
innocence. Would to God that great num- 
bers of men, otherwife ufelefs and vicious, 
were always fo employed, and fo fupported ! 

Nor were thefe David's only advantages 
in thofe favage receffes. A thinking man 
finds fomething in every fcene to enlarge his 
mind j and a good man, to improve his 
piety. That David derived both thefe ad- 
vantages from his fojourning among wilds 
and forefts, is well feen from many of his 
pfalms i particularly the dv'is) where, after 
fome general obfervations upon the works 
and wifdom of God in the creation, he 
defends to the following particulars j the 
rife of fprings, the courfe of rivers, the 
retreats of fowls, and wild beafts of the forefts 
and mountains ; the viciffitudes of night and 
day, and their various ufes to the animal 
world ; the dependence of the whole crea- 
tion upon the Almighty, for being and 
fubfiftencc ! He withdraws their breath, and 
they die ; he breathes, and they revive ; he 
but opens his hand, rfnd he feeds, he fatif- 
fies them all at once. Thefe are ideas 
familiar 
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femiliar to him : and his manner of intro- 
ducing them, plainly Ihews them the effeft 
of his moil retired meditations in his foli- 
tary wanderings. 

None but one who had himfelf furveyed 
the venerable fhades, and ilupendous fize of 
the cedars of LtbanuSy could entertain thofe 
exalted conceptions of them, which David 
here does, (and T>t. Huntington alfo, with 
eyes and hands lifted up to heaven, did in 
the laft century) that they were planted by 
the hand of God *. None but one^ who 
had himfelf been refuged in the bills of the 
•wild goats t could fo well and fo familiarly 
contemplate upon the ends of the Divine 
Wifdom, in forming thofe folitary fanc- 
tuaries. 

It were endlefs to enumerate particulars ; 
and I ihall only beg leave to add, that none 
but one well acquainted with the fierce inha- 
bitants of the foreft, their rovings and roai^- 
ings, could fo defcribe them, as David doth 
in die 20th, 21ft, and 22d verfes of this 
pfalm ; Tbou makeji darknefs that it may be 
nighty wherein all the beajis of the forefis dt* 

^ Tie (ttiaTs pfLihanuti vih'ah thou ha^ flanieJ. 

move. 
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move. The lions roaring after tbeir frey^ 
do feek tbeir meat from God. The fun 
arifetbj and they get them away together, and 
lay tbem down in their dens. 

The time of David's cwntinuaoce in this 
foreft is no-where told us : bat from the 
time neceflarily taken up in the culture of it, 
and from the bitternefs of Saul's complaint 
to his fervants and foldiers that were about 
him, that none of them gave him any in- 
formation of the combination of his fon and 
his flave againft him, the fpace muft have 
been pretty confiderable j it being evident, 
that he had no intelligence of David's mo- 
tions at the time of his complaint : he fee'ms 
to have known nothing of him more than his 
being in exile fomewhere in the country i 
nay, not fo much as his having gotten a body 
of men about him. , 

David, doubtlefs, muft have been well 
beloved with a people to whom he was fo 
great a bcncfa<9»r ; and as fuch, he was well 
concealed : and befides this, his intelligence 
was fo good, that, if any were inclined, yet 
few would dare to difcover him. At laft, 
news was brought to Saul, that David was 
certainly known to have a number of armed 
men about him. Jx 
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It (hould fcem, from the text, that he 
hiui long impatiently waited for this informa- 
tion ; and in the mean time^ had all thin^ 
in a readinefs tt> purfuc his vengeahce at a 
moment's warning. And, furely, his iitua- 
tion in thefe circumftancts is finely painted 
in the text : N<»v Saul abode in GiBeab under 
a tree in Ramah, having his fpear in his 
hand, and all bis fervants landing about him. 

I THINK it evident from hence^ that he 
had left his houfe, and refided^ or itwelt, 
(for fo the Hebrew word fignifies) in the 
open air, with a fiying camp of chofen men 
about him, intent upon purfuing David ; 
as Mithridates was upon his game, who (as 
we are told) was fo keen a huntfman, that 
he never flept under the roof of an houfe for 
feven years together *. 

Saui< was now as eagerly bent upon ven- 
geance, as Mithridates was (pr, at leaft, 
appeared to be ) upon pleafure ; and, with this 
view, had fixed himfelf upon an eminenpe, 
that gave him a profpeifl of the country fer 
and wide ; always in a.readinefs to rufh down 
upon Davidj where-cver he fliould hear he 
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was. I own, in this fituation, he gives me 
the idea of an e^Ie, that lifes as high as he- 
can in the air, to fee, and to dart down to 
more advant^e upon his prey. And I fub- 
mit it to the reader, whether David alfo did 
not conlider Saul in diat light, when he 
confiders himfelf as a partridge upon the 
mountains. 

How finely hath Solomon deTcrfted -that 
malignant fpirit which now reigned in this 
nnhappy prince ! ^tbey Jleep not, except they 
have done mi/chief i and their Jleep is taken 
away^ unlefs they have made/ome to Jail. 

As ibon as Saul had received the intelli- 
gence of David's being in arms, and joined 
by fuch confidcrable men of the feveral 
tribes, his guilt gave him the alarm ! He 
knew yonatban's friendfiiip for Davidj and 
immediately concluded, that he muft be in 
combination againft him ; nay, more, that 
the confpiracy was general j that even his 
own tribe, and his own fervants were joined 
in it : upon which occafion, he thus addrefied 
himfelf to them .( j Sam. xxii. 7, 8.) : Hear 
now, ye Benjamites ; Will the Jon oj Jejfe 
give every one of you fields, and vineyards ^ 
and ma^ you all captains of thoujauds, and 
captains 
% 
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captains of hundreds j tbat all of you have con- 
jPired againji me, and there is none tbatjhewetb 
me^ that my fin bath made a league vfitb the 
fin ofjejfe j and there is none of you tbat is 
firry fir me, or fieweth unto me , that my fon 
hatbftirred up myfirvant againji me, to lie 
in wait, as at this day ? 

This complaint confifts of Icvcral pits : 
and were it jull, as it was grievous, Saul 
were indeed to be lamented j to be betrayed 
by his own fcrvants, and his own tribe, in 
favour of a fellow-fervant, and <jf another 
tribe ! to be betrayed by his fop, in favour 
of his flave j nay, to have that flavc excited 
againft him by his fon ! this were, indeed, 
a pitiable calamity I But the tmth is, Saul 
had no grounds for this fufpicion, but the 
confcioufnefs of his having deferved what 
he dreaded. 

He then proceeds in the true fpirit of a 
tyrant, to brand David's arming in his own 
neceffary defence, with the charaifter of trea- 
i, chery, and lying in wait for his mafter : 
fuch is the treacliery of the lamb, that flies 
ftom the wolf's purfuit, to the prote^on 
of hU keeper, or the traveller that refifts the 
robber. A(^ yet, falfe and fallacious as thi^ 
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complaint was, it found an abettor, What 
tyrant ever wanted more than one abett(^' 
of his iniquity ? 

The Benjamites^ indeed, could neither 
accufe "Jonathan^ nor themielves j they knew 
their own innocence, and they had no realbn 
to fufpedt his : there was no fuch comluna- 
tion between him and David j or if there 
were, they could not be confdous to it : 
but poeg the Edomite (chief of Saul'^ 
herdfmen ) now found a fair occalipn to a;:* 
cufe another perfon, not lefs innocent. 

He had, it fecms, beep detained at 
the tabernacle, (upon fome pretence of 
piety) when David reforted to Jbimehcb 
the high-prieft, for relief in diftrefs. And 
though Doeg wdil knew Jbimehch afted 
in that whole matter with integrity, ^d 
without the leaft guile, or evil intentions to 
Saul i yet he well knew, at the fame time, 
that he fhould pay his court to advant^e by 
accufing him ; and therefore, concealing 
every .circumftance of tmth, that could 
acquit the high-prieft of treachery, he openly 
accufes*him of aiding and abetting die king'p 
enemy, fupplying hiniwith victuals, and^ 
fword, aiid cbnfulting God foi: him ! Ifa'o^ 

th 
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ibefon ofjeffe (faid he) coming to Nob^ to 
kUnmeUeb tbefon tfjSntub ; and be enquired 
oftbeLardfor bim^ andgavebim vi^als^and 
gave bim tbefmrd ofGoHab the Pbilijiine. 

H E R E it is obfervaUle, that as David now 
becune a name of honour, from the owner's 
diAinguifhed merit -, for bis name (as the 
text tells us) wasmucb/etdy*, (like that of 
Cajar or Alexander in after-ages) and carried 
dignity in the ibund, Saul could not bear to 
pronounce it } but chofe rather to change it 
for the appellation of tbefon ofjejfe^ whoie 
name bdng that of an obfcure mean man, 
carried rather, as he im^Ined, the ideas of 
reproach and ind^nity. And now Doeg 
(not the worfe courtier for being a very bad 
man) eafily &11 into the imitation and echo 
of hb mafter's phrafe. 

' No fooner had Doeg ended hb accufation, 
hut immediately Jhimekcb and all his aflb- 
dates, to the number of eighty-£ve perfons, 
are fummoned to court, and charged (as we 
now phrafe it) with treafon, for abetting, 
aflifting, and protecting the king's enemy 
and (as he called it) for confpiring -agalnil 
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him. How uniform is the conduft of ty- 
rants ! This, Tacitus tells us, was, in his 
time, the only accufation of alk thofc wha 
were clear of all guilt *. 

The high-prieft anfwcred to the chai^e^ 
in the fimpHcity of his heart,. That he had,, 
mdeed, aided David, the king's fon-in-kw -f*, 
and confulted God for him, and thought 
his diitinguifhed merits and fidelity to the 
king fufficiefttly juftified him in doing fo y 
and that he had done nothing now,, but what 
iJe had done before, without the leaft charge 
or fufpicion of guilt ;• nay, in truth, it was 
what he was bound to do for the king's- 
■fervicej and what it would be treafonaW« 
to decline. 

The anfwer was- juft and true,, Mid Saul 
knew it to be fo ; but,^ however, it was ex- 
pedient ( as iSau/'s circumftances then flood )^^ 
that there ihould bs a plot. A plot,.dofeate(f 
at a dangerous junfture, is a new confirmai- 
tion of power ! Perhaps too it was expe- 

• Unieum crmtn eerum, ^ui omni CTmine vsuiiuit. 

t This was fuch a defence as M. Terextius makes for 
his friendlhip to Sejuwuf. Tacic. Annal. I 6. Nm enim 
Sejanum VulfinienfEm, fiJCiiudix ^ Juliae dtmis psr- 
ttm, juat a^iMtate oecupaverat : Tuum, CitJ^; gemtruit, 
AvJ confuUs foewm, tua a^a in re^bUm t^^iutem,. 
tohbamuii 
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i^t that a pricft fhould be in it, or, it may 
be, the whole order, that the whole order 
ihould be humbled, whdfe endowments 
might be dreaded, aiid poffeffions envied^ 
land whofe forfeitures might turn to good 
account ; and therefore, without any more 
trial or eTiftion, jihimelecb and all his bre- 
thren arc configned to the fword; A fttality, 
which hath from that day to this attended 
the priefts of G o d, to be all involved, more 
or lefs, however innocent^ in the guilt (whe^ 
ther real or imputed) of every one of their 
order. 

Whetheii Saul learnt this cruelty from 
the Perfiam^ (of punifhing every one of the 
fomily, for the fuppofed guilt of one) ot" 
taught it to themi I catmot fay. This only 
we kno\l^j that the practice was no way 
fluthorized or countenanced by the Jewijh 
conftitution or policy, as it was by the 
PerJiaTii and as it is at this day by that o^ 
Japan. 

But Saul'% cruelty did not ftophere. Not 
content to extirpate all the priefts of Nob at 
once^ (one only excepted, who efcaped we 
know not how) he fmote the whole city 
tviih the edge of the fnmrd^ both men and 
La ivemen 
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•women, (faith the text) children and fuck" 
lingSf and oxen^ and ajfes^ and Jbeep, with 
the edge oftbejword. And I doubt not but 
one reaTon of this indifcriminate cruelty 
was, that not one of the prieib Ihould 
efcape. 

This man, who was, fome time befwe, 
fo delicate in point of piety, as to decline 
extirpating ^c/nners the Jmalekitei^ and 
deftfoying their cattle, even at the exprefs 
command of God, without referving fc«ne- 
thing for iacriiicey now nudje thorough de- 
ftru(^on ; nor could lefs than an entire 
carnage content him. He that before fpared 
the murderous ^tfg", the encfny of God, 
now maflacres the innocent jibimelecby 
and the reft of his priefls, without remorfe ! 
And when his mfin of war refiifed to be 
employed in fo bafe a butchery *, Doeg^ 
his informer { taking to bim, iays Jofepbus^ 

* In this (fiys I-f Clerc ) doubtlefs they were pnife- 
worthy ; but had been mote lb, bad they diffiiaded and 
remonftrated againft this cruel[y, as contrary to all the 
laws of God and man ! And if rhdr rcafons and prayers 
proved ineffcfilua], they Hiould have mated this com- 
mand as the di£Vate of Saul's melancholy, and removed 
theft innocent men our of his way, until he came to him- 
lelf, and not left their fellow-rubjcias a prey to ihefc alieil 
guuds, the ufual minifters of tyranny. 

fomt 
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^mf affiftanfi at wicked as bimfelf) became 
iiis executioner. 

KiMGS (fays the learned Dr. Patrick) 
never want fome to execute thdr commands, 
though never fo bloody. Saul \(^s little bet- 
ter than a madman, and yet had thofe at his 
beck, that would do as he bid them. It was 
excellently therefore ^d by "Jujiin Martyr ^ 
het us pray^ that kings and rulers^ together 
Vfitb a royal pfrmer^ may be found having a 
Jober mind. 

And here I cannot but obferve, that Saul 
fcems to me to have treated the vrotd^priejl, 
«n this occaHon, as if it had been a term of 
iTeproach j for, when he commands them to 
be maflacred, his expreflion is, — Turn and 
Jlay t^ prie^s of the Lard. And agjun ; 
when the fotdiers refufed the butchery, 
'turn thou (fays he to Doeg) and fall upon 
the priefli. Whereas, had he ihewn the 
leaft reverence to their chamd:er, I think he 
Ihould have chofen rather tp have mark'd 
them by their guilt, than their fundion; 
and fpoken of them, Qn this occafion, under 
;^y other appellation, fuch as that of ene- 
mies, traitors, ^c. But, poflibly, it was the 
j^on <^ the times Ma treat the moilt yener- 
L 3 able 
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pble name among men with contempt, op 
he had a mind to have it fo. Whether thig 
be a furer mark of great impiety, or great 
politenefs^ thg reader will heft judge for 
himfelfj as he will heft learn from tha 
^ijiory of the world^ how far men of this 
turn (fcoffers of facred things and cha- 
iradtcrs) have been remarkably blefs'd or 
curs'd in themfelves, and their poftcrity* 
Even kings would do well to remanber, 
that whatever rightful power they may have, 
over priefts, as their fubjedts ; Gqd, whofe 
prjefts they are, hath yet more over them : 

Regum timmdorum in proprios greges^ 

R^ei in ipfos imperium eft Jovis. 
|Cings claim obedier^ce from the flocks they rule. 
But Jove'i dpminion fways the fcepCred king. 

Twq ends 5j«/ attained by this maflacre : 
firft, that he weakened the power of the 
priefts, ^honi he had made his enemies, by 
flaying fuch a number of them, and ftripping 
the prd^r qf their pofleffions j and, fccondly, 
that he ftrcngtficn'd the hands of his own 
femi^y, and confirmed the feith of his tribe, 
then doubtful, by conferring thofe ppffcffions 
mqn thcrn : for there feems to be no othec 
rcafon^ 
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Tcafon, befidcs that already mentioned, why 
all the inhabitants of the city were deftroyed, 
but that their pofleflions might be made a 
prey > unlefs it were, that his enmity againll 
'God, for depriving him of his kingdom, 
■carried him not only to dcftroy his priefts, 
but alfo the Nethinims and Gibeonites^ (if 
thefe were diiTerent orders cS men ) that fo 
the tabernacle of God, then at Nob, might 
■be utterly deftitute of all kind of attendance ! 
And this beft accounts for what Jofepbus 
*clls us, that Doegj taking fome men as wicked 
MS bimfeifto bis ajjiftance, fiew three hundred 
■and eigbty-fioe perfom. 

I SHALL conclude this point with one 
ihort obfervation, which hath fcarcc efcaped 
■any of the commentators : 

Here we have a remarkable inftance of 
Co d's turning the worft devices of the wicked 
to the purpofes of his providence ! Eli had 
■grievoufly offended God ; becaufe bis fans 
made themfehes vi/e^ and be refirained them 
not. For this reafon, God denounced his 
vengeance againft his race, and declared, that 
they Ihould be cut off by a fudden and fur- 
primng deftruftion, in one day ( i Sam, 
■cbaPf ii, iii.) and the pneflhood transferred 
L 4 to 
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to another &inily. And now the former 
part of the divine denundation was fulfilled, 
by Sauh unparalleled cruelty ; and the kt 
ter, in a way which belongs not to this 
hiftory to explain, 

CHAP. XIV. 

The Siege o/KeiUh raifed ^ David, 
and the V^tMinfs defeated. What 
Return the Men of Keilah intended 
to make him for this BenefaBion. 

THE perfon mentioned in the kit 
chapter to have efcaped from the 
flaughter of the priefts, was Abiatbar the 
fon o{ jihimekch. The moft probable ac- 
count of <his efcape, is thus ; that being 
left to ke^p the fanftuary, whilft his father 
and the reft of the priefts went to wait upon 
Saul, (for it was not to be imagined, that the 
tabernacle was lef( wholly unattended by 
any one pf the order a{ that time) he, upon 
the firft notice of their deftruftion. made 
his efcape j and having no other lecoarfe, 
fled to David for protetliqn, tp whom he 
relaWd the deftruftion of the Lord's priefts, 
P4VIO 

D,g,t,.?db, Google 



the Life of King David. 153 
David rcoivcd him, as he was bound 
K) do the ion of his benefador, and friend . 
of whofe deftru£ti(m> and that of his whole 
houfe, he had been the unhappy occalion : 
^d David /aid unto jihiatbar^ (i Sam.xx^, 
22, 23.) I knew it that day^ loben Doeg the 
Edomite was there, that be would furely tell 
Saul: Ibave occt^oned the death of all the 
ferfms of thy father's boufe. Abide thou with 
me^ fear not ; for he that feeketb wy Ufty 
feeketh tby life y but with me tbou Jhalt be 
in fafe^ard. 

David knew that their enemy and their 
danger was the fame : but he had firm truft 
in GoD^ that he fhould, in the end, be £ife 
delivered from that enemy ; and therefore 
^TCxdSt&^iatbar his protection with greater 
confidence. 

Ok this occafion he compofed the Hid 
pfalm ; which begins in the flyle of a man 
filled with indignaticmand forrow, and breaks 
out into the juftefi: and bittereft queftion that 
ever was put to tyrants ! Why boajlefi tbou 
tbyfilf man of power *, that tbou canfi 

^ This tnuiflation is more literal, and more wree- 
liM to the decency oXD^wd't ftyle, who was oi^l to 
avoid the leaft a^fjuapce of diOrefpcO} in all tui trtao 
ipeqt of5«M/ 

do 
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^ mifcbiffi vAereas the gcodtu/s of God is 

Jrom ditf to diPf? 

A ICING is the r^refcnuthv oi God 
ppon earth j and his duty, to imitate the 
Divine Goodnffs ! to pr(Med)^ and to Wcfs. — 
A tyrant reverfes this glorious refemblance ; 
and emfdoys that power, to all the purpofes 
of mifdiief. which was cmly bellxrawd for 
thofc of bencficeijce, 

. I AM fenfible, that interpreters underfland 
this p^m, as relating only unto Doeg; and 
I own, the greater part of it relates folely 
to him : hut, with great fubmiiGon, this 
firft verfe, which I think can only relate to 
Saui, fuffidently proves, that he alfo was 
^anced at, as he well obferved. 

David's next adventure is, I think, one 
of the nobleft of his whole life, and, perhaps, 
the moft extraordinary of any recorded in 
hiftory ! 

Tvi^Pbiliftinei (probably encouraged by 
David's difgrace, and ^auN diilra^<m) 
invaded JudaK and beiieged Ktilab, wafting 
the country all around it. Another man 
in David's jJace would have rejoiced at this 
jiivafion, and, perhaps, encouraged it ; and 
this both from felfr-prefervation and policy : 

m>, 

D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



the 'Life of King D A vi d. 1 55 
firflr, becaufc he had nodiing to fear for him- 
self, whUft Saul had fach an eoemy ufKui his 
hands ; and fecoiidly, becaufe the diftrefs of 
his country was the likdieft means to bring 
Sauito reafcm, and force hhn to recal, and be 
recfflKiled to his beft champion. But David 
WM governed by other thai ihefc narrow 
views ! nor fafety nor honour were dcfirable 
to him, purchafed by tlu diftrefs of fait 
country, and his frieads. His bofom beat 
with an eager delire to relieve Keilab : but it 
was not an adveoture to be tuiadniedly under* 
taken ; and therefore we are afliired ( i Sam. 
xxiii.) that he enquired of God> iaying, 
^hall I go and/mite tbefe PhiUfiirm f 

This is, to me, one of thofc poSges of 
Scripture that give evidence of their own 
truth. None but a hero could put the 
queftipp ! and none but God could refolve 
it : jind the Lord /aid tmta David, da 
and finite the Philiftines, andjave Keilah. 

But ffill his men thought the undertaking 
y»> defpetate^ and loudly difclaimcd it, fay- 
ii^, Behold, we be afraid here in Judab ; 
Aw much more tbeny if tee come to Keilabj 
^^nft the armies pftbe PbiUfiines ? 

THEy 
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Thet had more than difficulty enough 
to defend tliemfelTes a^unft Saul^ where 
ihsj were ; and could it be leis than mad- 
vtUt to provoke moK and greater armies ? 
Doi^tlfffi Saul would iend forces to beat off 
die PhiliJfineSf and diea they ihould be pent 
in between two boitile annies. And yet, 
notwithftanding all this, X)aviJ undertook 
and atchieved the adrenture ; wMch it was 
iuqxrifible he fliould, againft iuch fears, and 
fuch reafonings of his ibroes, from any mo- 
tive, other than die aiTurance of divine pro- 
tofiion and aid. Which fully confirms the 
Scripture account of this matter, ,that hs did 
not undertake it until he had, for the fuller 
iktix£a.&3on of his aflbciates, again confulted, 
and was again alBired of fuccefs by the 
divine oracle ; or, to fpeak more properly, 
by the intercefGon of the prophet Ga4 } 
for ^iat&ar, who had the cphod, had not 
yet reached him. 

David's iiiccefs on this occafion, was 
very extraordinary ; be laved the city^ and 
the inhabitants ; he delivered the country 
all around from the rav^es of the enemy t 
he Imote the Pbilifiines with a great flaug^ter, 
and brought away their cattle : by which 
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means he was enabled to fiibdft hkni^, and 
his forces, without being a burden to his 
country^ 

One would ima^e that this extraordi- 
naiy fucccfs, and deliveruux of fo great a 
dty, might frcnre David a fafe retreat 
among the men of Ketlab : but it was not 
fo } fuch is the nature of man, prefent dan- 
gers quickly obliterate paft obl^timi 1 Gta^ 
titude is, without quefti(m, a rooft lovdy 
virtue, but feldom lives in the extremes 
either of adverfity or fuccxfs \ it is like thofe 
fine coknirs which £torras and funfliine 
equally de&ce< 

DatId, who judged of other mens genc- 
rofity by his own, hoped he fhould be pro- 
teded in Keilab ; and Sauij who judged 
in die fame manner of their bafenefs, be- 
lieved he fhould not: and therefore, the 
Scripture aflures us, that he rgcnced, upon 
reviving the news of David's being ihut up 
there ( 1 Sam. xidii. 7.) : jind it was told 
Saui, that David -was come to KeHab : and 
Saul^faid^ God batb deiivertd bim into mint 
band ; for be is flsut in, hy entering into a 
town tbat batb gatet and bars. 

I KHoy 
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I KKOW no one thing more grating to ft 
gpod ear, than {trains of pcty from a pro^ 
fenc mouth j to hear a wretch, who had . 
defpifed the commands of God, murdered 
his priefts, and defolated his fandhiary I in a. 
•word, lived in open defiance of the Divinity r 
V> hear fuch a wretch tallc of God, and 
divine determinations in his favour, is be^ 
yond enduring ! Doubtlefs, his reafoning 
was right ; and had he left out his hypo^ 
crify, nothing could be objeded to it. 

Upon the news o( David's being Ihut 
up 'aiKfilak, iS<z:^/ immediately fet himfelf to 
laife a great army, and go againft it » and at 
the fame time fent fecret emiflaries to feduce 
the inhabitants, believing it impoHible that 
^y could hold out ^ainft t^e united powef 
of terror and treachery, 

David's fecurity hitljerto arofe, in a 
great meafurc, from the fwiftnefs and fecrecy 
of his motions, and the obfcurity of hia 
retreats : but now Saui rightly judged, that 
the fame walls aud gates which prote6ted 
him, (hut him in ; and neither they nor their 
keepers were impr^nable. 

D A v I D was doubtful upon the point : hd 
had certain intelligence, that Saui was de- 
termined 
4 
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termined to befiegc lum * ; and he alfo 
found out, that Ssul was fccredy {»a£Hfing 
a^ainft him within the city, and he knew 
not what might be the iffiie of his machina-^ 
tions, and therefore refolved wholly to rely 
upon the diwie direftion. He put up hb 
eameft prayers to God, to be refolved what 
to do in this exigency ; and he enquired 
of him (as it is generally underilood) by 
^athar (who reached him about thii 
time with the Efbod^ and XJrim and thtm- 
jttim) } and Goi>, viho never ^ils diofe that 
put their tnifl in him, and with humble and 
fervent £uth implore his protefidon, relieved 
him in his diftrefs, and afliired him^ the 
men of Ketlab would deliver him up, 
UpcHi which he arofe, he and his men, 
( being now about iix hundred } and deported 
from the dty -f-, not knowing whither t<> 
turn himfelf. 

• Thii appears evidently from his prayer : — O Lord 
Gad oflfraif, thy fervant hath certainlj beard^ that Saut 
fitktth tacamt ttKeilab, tg defiray the city for wjfaie. 

■f Now ic is thac his men were increaTed to fix hua- 
drcd j which grounds a conjedure, that the reputation 
of his bravery and condu<% in this lift enpeditioni atiAr-^ 
to that acceluon of wcahh, which he bad gained by the 
^il of the fbilifiims, now attached a cooudcrablc num- 
ber of BQea, all chofen warriors, to his intereft. 

And 
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And here, nicthinks, is an event, that 
will eafily folve that hard quciftion in the 
fctuwls, about the confiibncy of the divine 
prefciencc with human free-will. 

A GOOD politician, that was let into the 
cxurfe of Srfa/'s fecrct pradlices with the 
men of Keilaby and had ^r oppoctunities 
of fifting their difpofitions upon . the poin^ 
mig^t feirly pronounce upon die event i 
How much more tlun that AU-feeii^ God, 
who fearchetb the fecrets sftbe beart^ and 
feetb tbe thoughts afar off ! fecth them in 
all their fecret workings, tendencies, and 
ttmptations, and through all their mazes and 
maiks. 

Whek Saul heard of David's efcape from 
Keiiaby having no further intelligence of his 
meafures, he forbore to purfue him. 

The treachery of the men oi Keilab to 
David, hath given the criticks occafion to 
obferve, how much more honourable the 
behaviour of the Athenians was to theii* 
guardians, their orators ! whom no threats 
could oblige them to give up to the refent- 
ments of Mexander, 



CHAP. 

-,,:-A-.%GoogIe 



the Life tfKifig DaViO. 161 

CHAP. XV. 

'!ba.vid-.fUs to the Wildem^fs of Zipti, 
where be bath an Interview with 
Jonathan. The Ziphites inform 
Saul of his HauntSy who eagerly 
purfues hifn. 

WHEN D^id and his men det»rted 
from Keilab, the text tells us, that 
they went ivhitherfocver thay could go. . So 
ihatV had he been afked where he intended 
to ihdter himfelfi he might have anrwtired, 
as Luther did to the fame queilion^ when 
profcribed by the emperor> and excom- 
municated hy the pope^ Sub calo^ Some* 
■where under the cope of heaven. 

Bl£ss£d be Gtio, his proteaion Is not 
fo be precluded by profcriptions, nor con- 
fined by excommunications ! 1 mean, fuch 
as are wicked and unjuft. Let the finner, 
neverthelefs, bcWare of the righteous fen- 
tence, that flluts him out from the divine 
ordiionces. This I am fure of, tliat David 
often lapients his exclniion from them, though 
altogether involuntary and unavoidi^ie. 

M After 
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After David and his men had ihifted 
for fome time from place to place, (we can- 
not fay how long) they took up their refi- 
dence in the mountainous wildernefs o^Ziph j 
of which we know no more, than that it 
was within the precin(fts of the tribe oijudab, 
(for there, as it was natural, David thought 
himfelf moft in fafety) and upon the con- 
fines of Edom *. It is fuppofed to have 
had its name from the Hebrew word Ze~ 
pheib. Pitch, with which it is faid to have 
abounded -j- j and it had the advantage of 
fome woods and ftrong-holds. 

Saul continually fent out parties, and 
at laft went out himfelf, in fearch of him ; 
but to no purpofe ; for God, as the text 
moft properly expreffes it, delivered him not 
into his hand. 

When David was fhut up in Keilah, 
Saul confidently pronounced, God bath deli- 
vered him into mine band. And here the 
facred pen-man, to fhew the vanity of that 
ill-grounded confidence, exprelly declares, 
that God delivered him not into his hand> 

* jfl/l&.KV. H- 

\ This is die m*e probable, if, u (!>rae place it, te 
Wiis &cuaie ia the confines ai'^)aSMAfpbahit*i' 

though 
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tkou^ the text aflures us, that Saul fit^bi 
tim every day. 

But thou^ Saul could hot fihd hinij 
yonatbith coald, and took this opportunity 
of his father's abfcncci to go in queft df his 
friend; td commune with him, to confole 
and to fuppCnrt him; the beA he could, in 
his affliflidns; to give him new affurances 
and pledges of his afFedtonj and to ctinfimi 
him by a hew ratiBcati(»i of their former 
covenant j for lore delights as much to iterate 
afliirances of fidelity, ad ddutt or diftruft 
tan do. 

Aa the interview with bavid could tvtst 
hfi brought about Withdut the greatcft danger 
W joiiatbari's life^ there is nO ddubt but 
they tools the greateft precautions to keep it 
Well concealed. They met in » wood ; 
iuid ws niay well be alTured; that the time^ 
the placej and the mutual danger^ iu^efted^ 
to fuch friends as they were^ a thoulknd 
frefh ctccalions df renewing j and^ ifpolIU)le^ 
Increafing their endearments^ 

As they now once more f^tiey^ti the 

ftdemn and facred covenant thby had l<xig 

fince entorad ihto^ h H probable that^ for 

more folfUQni^, as well as mutual fatisfiu:-! 

M 2 tica, 
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tion, they did this in the prcfence of Jbia-^ 
tbar the prieft, and Gad the prophet oi 
God ; and, it is to be prefumed, they had 
few, if any other, witneffes of their con- 
ference. 

This adventure, in the hands of a prtv 
iane author, would make a moft delightful 
cpifode ! When we heai- of two fuch men, 
meeting at fuch a place, and on fudi an 
occafion, our curiofity is raifed to the height, 
and our imaginations are at work j and no 
writer couW be fo infenfible and unanimated, 
as not to take delight in indulging both him- 
felf and us, if he were not tied down to a 
ftint, and inviolable adherence to the truth- 
And hence it is, that as the facred pen- 
man, probably, knew no more than he re- 
lated, and would relate only what he knew, 
we know no more of this conference, than 
what David could not but report, both in 
prudence, and in jufticc to his friend, that 
ke Jirengtbened his hand in God j that is, 
comforted and confirmed him in the affu- 
rance of the divine protedtion and deUver- 
ance, and exaltation to the kingdom in 
the end : Fear n$t (faid he) ; the band ff 
Saul my father Jhall not Jind thee \ and thou. 
Jhak 
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findt he king over Ifrael^ and I Jball be 
next unto tbee^ and that alj'o Saul my father 
knoweth *. 

It were hard to determine which we 
ought moil to admire upon this occafion, 
the moderation, the friendfhip, the piety, 
or the unexampled generofity of Jonathan. 
To be able to refign a kingdom with that 
calmnefs, ^at franknefs, that tender love 
and inviolable fidelity to his rival, and that 
l^beady fubmiflion to the will of God^ fecms 
to have fomething in it infinitely beyond all. 
the other praifes of heroifm. 

How concifely, and yet how completely,' 
are the chara^rs of two fuch men as Saui 
and Jonathan^ fummed up in that juft re- 
flection of Hecuba J in Euripides : 

• Thou^ this matter ttever came to a trial) yet I own, 
I cannot help bdng in fbme pain for the continuance of 
this union, in fuch a fiibordination. Though there are' 
inftances (but few indeed) of the continuance of fuch 
an union, where, perhaps, it ij lel^ to be cxpedied, in an 
equal participatioa of power. Such, or Ibmething like it, 
was that of Adriax and Anttpimut Pius ; as aUb that ^ 
Vrederifk and Jthu, Dukes of Stxtny, quoted by the 
learned Xii.TrApf from Exutr-y wbo,ai thevdwdt bodi 
in one and the fame houfe, lb their mutual love grew 
to the laft, in u$riufpl periemlii, tjr pavij^mit JtUters- 
thmhuj diam tmnia $» rtfuUita c^mtmaUstis fenttntiis 
fOTifiitntbant. 

M 3 'o fjitf 
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'P fA.iv TTQinnfoi ttSit aAAo ir^Jiv itaxos* 

ivtriy ^U<^^p', aAAa ^owr'^ e^' ««• 

7!&ff malke-hlafled map is wholly bad ! 
^e good man good j nor on lb? /core oflofi 
Or danger joill be taint bis noble nature ■, 
fynevolenty andpermantnt in good. 

When thefe excellent friends bad com- 
fnuned as they thought fit, and confirnie4 
their covenant anew, Iiavi4 ah^de in the. 
prooJt ^"d yeaathan v^ent U his houfe. 

The felicity of thefe friends is well worth 
pur notice. They had a cruel and a watchilil 
tyrant to deal with ; and yet they kept up a 
continual intercourfe with pne another, withr 
put any inftance of tr^chery in any one of 
all thofe tl^ey tmfted. 

DayIP had not long fojourncd in this 
wil^mcfs, when the Zipbites^ probably the 
jnhabitaots of the neighbouring city of the 
feme name, came up to Sauly to Giheab^ tq 
jnform him of his haunts, and to incite him 
to come Qut againfl hjm : Doth not David 
{ fay they ) bide him/elf with us infirang-bdds^ 
in the nioood, in the bill efHackilaby ivbicb t'i. 
etf tbf fouth of yejhimott ? Now therefore, 
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O kittgy come down according to all the defire 
of thy foul to come down ; and our part Jball 
be, to deliver him to the king's band. 

They kiiew the cagcrnefs of the king's 
defirc to get David into his hands, and there- 
fore they prcfs him to make expedition agree- 
ably to that eageraefs. To this he anfwers, 
with all the kindnels of a man greatly obliged, 
and all the imoothnefs of a glozing hypocrite ; 
Bleffed Be ye of the Lard; for ye have com- 
faffion on me : Go^ I pray you^ prepare yet, 
and knowy andfeebtsplace^ "wbere bis haunt 
isy and who hath feen him there ; for it ts 
told mcy that be dealeth very fubtilly *. See 

* Here is that fine obfenntion oiHaraet verified .• 

^it ms virtuttt ipftt imvertimia - - - - 
---_., -hie fugit mmus 
tn^diat, nuUique malo latus objit afertgrn ? 
( Ckw lemif hoe inltr vit^ •oerjettiry nhi afrit 
InvidiM, Mtjue vignt uU erimina ) prt bene fmuj 
■^e mm tmautQ, fiUma Mfiutumfue vicamut. 

Sat. J. 1. 1. 
One fliuDS the fiiares that fubtil malice ]atd> 
Nor will unguarded bare his breaft to ill : 
Shou'd he within thofe regions chance to livc^ 
Where envy dwells, aad ev'ry guilt prevail^ 
His wife precaution, and his foUd fenie, 
^ branded with the names of guile and craft. 

M 4 there- 
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tbereforey and take knowLdge of all the lurk-^ 
ing places where be hidetb iamfelfi and come 
ye again to me witb the certainty ^ and Iimll 
go with you. jind it jhall come to pafs^ if 
he be in tbe land, tbat I noillfearcb bim out 
(brougbout all tbe tboufands offudab. 

Saul was now rcfolved to make furc 
work ; and therefore he would not beat up 
this poor partridge upon tbe mountains^ (as 
Pavid calls himfclf ] *till he had Ipread his 
nets all around him ; 'till he had difpofcd his 
ipies throughout all tbe tboufands afyudab, 
and taken his meafures fo, that it was impof-r 
iiblc tliat he fhould efcape him. 

What intelligence he received after this 
from the Zipbites^ is not told us : but from 
the eagerneft, with which they entered into 
all his impotence of revenge, there is little 
doul^t pf their having foon ffnt hin^ the 
beft they cpuld get j for we find, that he 
foon after came out agalnft David with 
}us forces, and well kne^^ where to find 
|jim, David was then ip the plain pf the 
^ildcrnefs of Maim ; whither Saul, E^xord- 
ing to his intelligence, purfued him j which 
^vhen David learnt, (for he alfp wanted no 
proper intelligence) he forfook the plain 
a^d 
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end took, to the mountains ; whither Saul 
atfo purfued him with all diligence. 

David was on one fide of the moun- 
tain, making all pofiible fpeed to get away > 
and Saul on the other, purfuing, and ex- 
tending both wings of his army to incom- 
pafs him, when news was brought him in 
all hafte, that the Pbilijlines had invaded 
(in the original it is, poured themfehes out 
upon) the land, and were putting all to fire 
and fword ! This ftopt him fhort, and 
turned him from an enemy who did no 
nufchief to his country, to fcpel qne that 
vraAed it. 

Thus was D^oj/W delivered, by the timely 
interpofition of Providence, from one of the 
moft imminent dangers of his whole life. 

To this refer that prayer, and praife, 
^d thankfgiving, which make up the liv* 
pfalm. All the parts of which the very 
learned Dr. Patrick applies, with great judg- 
pient, to the prefent occafion. 

The three firft verfes of it are a petition 

of deliverance from his enemies, then in full 

purfuit of him * ; and fpok?n in the ftyl? of 

a man, 

• Savt me, O LorJ, far thy nmu's fekt : rnvnge mt 
f» '*/ J?'f!JE'*) &c. — for firan^m »rt rifin Mf againfi 
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a nian> who, in foil reliance upon the pro^ 
tedion of GoD/ was refdved to felt his Ufi^ 
as dear as he could. And to fhew that he 
thought hunfelf juitified in doing fo, he 
jiralls thcfe men, who thus wickedly attempted 
tp take it away, ftrangers ; that is, heathens, 
and aliens from the covenant of God ; and 
determines to treat them as Aich. 

The 4tl^ verfe be^s upon feeing his 
enemies flop fliort i in full affurance, that 
God had heard his prayer, and Jnterpofed 
pn his behalf : Bebold^ — God is my helper * I 
Concluding, in the 7th verfe (not well un* 
dcrftood in the Englijh tranllation) to this 
purpofe, that God had delivered him out of 
^1 his ftreights, (for, doubtlefs, it was a di, 
flrefsful dilemma to be forced either to die 
tamely, or fight his fovereign, and his own 
people) and tliat he could now calmly and 
confidently furyey thofe enepiics, whom ber 
fore he did not dare to look in the face f. 

wf ; and tjrantt, vihitb have mot God before their eyttt 
Jiek After mji fiul. 

* Beheld, God if mj heifer i the Lord it vatb them 
that uphold my foul, 6fc. 

t Ged h»th fnatehed^teout of every ^eight ; —Md em 
mine etitmiei hath miife ejt fien j tl^ac is, as the Arabick 
expiiins itj rr^td. 

Thb 
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The players of greet tnea in diftrds, an4 
(hdr lhuikig|vuig6 after greet ddivesaitOBr, 
have alw^ b^n tnatter of uncommon de^ 
light to curioiily, and men of ienous juu} 
R%ious Spirits 1 Ncnr does the glory of tttf 
^cAi man ever fliine out tq their tyes in haLf 
the luilre, as ^h^n {hey b^old him upon 
his knees^ lifting up hj^ eyes, ot ftretching 
put hi^ hands to heavetn, or, what is yet 
greater, proflrating lumfelf before it, Jo 
humiliatioii and acknowledgment, dien is 
the hero feen in all his dignity ! And ia 
this Ug^t, it muft be owned, that Hemry 
the Fourth of France^ befpre the battle (rf 
Tory *, and Henry jhe Fifth of England, 
^ter that of Jgincourt -j-, and David after 
this 

* DaviU rdites, that the king, ftandits ftill at tbp 
head of the main bacolion, joining his hanoj, and lifting 
up his eyes to heaven, fatd (o loud, that he was heard by 
many j O Lord, tbou kniywefi the httentions ofmji heart j 
s'd iMith the eye of thy frovJdence theu fiercrfi hitt thm 
fteretijl of mj thcughtt : If it he M for thii feopb that 
I jbould attain the crovm, vihich lelofigt to me ky rights 
Jo thou favour and prateSl the jufiiee of my arm! : hut 
if thy iimU hath determined the Mmtrary, if thou takeft 
away my kingdom^ take avi^y my hfe aljo at the fame 
time, that I m^y Jbed my blood fighting at the head if 
tbefi laho fut thtmfehiet i» danger for my fake. 

+ Before the battle, he told bis army, among other 

things, That though theft { the lance, the ax, the fword, 

and the bow ) -were the brave infirumenis to reap hMButf 

^et hereiy'dijtB Omnif^ttnct for the vi^ory., audit tisat 

•■ 1- ■' - ar*- 
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this deliverance, appear with a grandeur 
very fuperior to that of dtber a Cafar or an 
jSlexander I The latter, in their height of 
^ory, were but mere rulers of loen ; Init 
the former, upondieir knecss, the dependents, 
and the friends of God. 

From this event, of SauV% being caUed 
off by the PbiUJiine invafion, the mountun, 
whidi then parted him from David y was from 
dtenceforward called Selabammalekoth^ The 
Pock ef Divijons ; a name v^iich OJiander 
diinks David gave it, in gratitude for this 
deliverance; as a memorial, that God had 
there, by little lefs tha^ a miracle, divided 
his ei>emy from him ♦. 

^ rmttriahlt tftS ef DiviM Providence, that their ew- 
nSer o0reJ them httle ra the very day appointed mEag- 
land for the people to implore a bUmng on their armi : 
ft that at the time that they werefishting, thevthole body 
ffthe Englilh natm Vtere lifting up their eytt and hands 
to heaven for their fucceft andfafety. -r— And when the 
battle was over, this truly great prince, fenfible of the 
divine goodncls to him, direfted the cxv'^ pfalm to be 
fuDg i and at that verfc, Not mtto ns, Lord, not unto m, 
tnt to thy name he the glory, he commanded his whole army 
ta once to proftrate themlelves to the grouod, in token of 
bumitiation and gratitude, and he himlelf let them the 
example. 

♦ Poflibly this was a rock of one of thofe mount«ns 
Vhicb So/OTomcalb the mountains of B«ii6rr {Cant. ii. 17-Ji 
which, ii) the margin of the Biile, is interpretoj Divifom. 

CHAP, 
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CHAP. XVL 

The Fineyards o/Ehgedi, in all proha^ 
bilstjf planted by David. The M' 
venture of the Cave explained. 

WHEN David was ddivered from 
Sauly as related in the laft chapter^ 
he departed, and took up hU retreat in the 
ftrong-holds oiEngedij now called Anguedi * : 
here he relided during the whole time of 
Saul's purfuing and r^>elling the Pbilifiines, 

What time this took up, we cannot fay : 
but from the expreflion here ufed, of iXxviWs 
dwelling at Engediy it Teems to have been 
no inconfideraUe fpace. 

The word En~gedi figmfies, in Hebrew, 
the Kid's-fountain j from whence the ne^- 
bouring region took its name» probably, bc- 
caufe there they watered their flodu. 

Eufebius places it on the confines of the 
Dead-fea to the Weft. With him, it ia 
^mous for excellent balm J and widi (So/mom 
in his Song, for vineyards. 

• Tbfiinufs IV««6, part i. chap; 47. 

SiKCB 
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SiHCE then it appears from the cviitl 
|)&lm, that Daxid had, m %as etile^ planted 
viiityaxAs in the de£irtj (and vineyards are 
kiKnm to thrive amotg bafren ttrUds^) is it 
irntiomi to iamuic, diat the vineyards of 
Engedi were of hi» |^tin^ and^ for that 
rcafon, peculiarly celebrated by his ion * ? 

' Tflis ojrinifln is not ill litpported by other 
drcumAances. SotmdH compares Ins beloved 
to a ctufter of camphire in the Toheyaeds of 
Engedi {Cant.i. 14.). If by dlis he meantj 
^ foirie iiiterprdt itj the gardeh-cyprefs j 
that is faid to delight in hot fendy ground^ 
Aich as may natural^ be fcxpefled in d 
defart, and iherefore not ill fiuted to Engedi i 
And if, as others interpret it, the nobto 
baUam-tree peculiar to Judea be here meant i 
PHtFf teH» ns, that this anciently grew there 
only in two royal ^rd^a. 

Now Eufehius and St; Jer^t tell as, it 
grew in the vineyards Of Engedi ; may wo 
not tiien feirly conclude, that this was an^ 
«*ently a royal garden ? And what reafoit 
fo likely for its being io diftiaguifhedi a 

fccde 

D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



the Life of King David, i 7 j 

iUne (o rude, to untempting, and of fuch 
(Kfficolt acccfs, as its having been originally 
planted by David ? Nay, there is a place 
ftill fhewn there, in the roceft of a low 
valley, laid to have been Saiomaa's f^rden, 
called Hortus ConcbtfuSf becaufe it is fhut 
in by two high hills. 

I AM pcrfuaded, that all readers of rcBnc-' 
ment take a pleafure in purfuing great men 
to their retirements y and their curiofity is 
agreeably gratified, in contemplating upon 
their amufements and employment in tho& 
receffes. For my own part, I muft confefs, 
I behold David with more pleafure, retiring 
to a defart, after the conqaeft of Golia&y the 
relief of Keilah^ and the repeated defeats of 
the Fhilijiineif there weeding his wilds^ 
planting and pruning his vineyards, and tend- 
ing his balfam, than I do Cincinnatus return- 
ing to his plough from his di£hitor{hip, and 
his triumph ! Indeed, the pleafure of 
attending him thither, is v?ry much allayed, 
by the regret to fee him fo foon difhirbed, 
and forced to fly oacc more for his life; 
for Saul was no focHier returned from rep^-> 
ling the PBiliJiineSf but he enquired eagerly 
after David, And being told, that he was 
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in the wildemefs of ^ngedi^ he purfued fa&ri 
thither with three thoufand men cHofen out 
of all Ifrael His intelligence was, that David 
was in that wildemeis, and he naturally 
expected to find him in the moil unfre-> 
qufintei recedes and faftnefles ef it. And 
diat he went thidier in queft of him, is 
j^nly implied in the text, which tells us, 
that Saul went to fearcb for him upon tbt 
faces of the rocks of the wild goats * j that 
is, upon the higheft and craggieft cli^ ! 
doubUcfs, according to the information he 
had received of David'^ refiding there. 

David was a foldier, and a mafter in 
the trade ; and, from his knowledge of 
Saul\ ikill in the military art, could form 
a rational conjedure how he would reafon 
and condu^ himlelf in thi& purfuit. H« 
knew very well, that rocks could be fur- 
rounded, and faftncffes ftarved out hy a 
long liege j and therefore, he had no way 
to efcape, but 1^ hiding himfelf in a place 
where Saul, according to the- intelligence be 
had received, and according to all the. rules 
of prudence, and miliary skill, could have 
no reafon to expeft him. 



^ I Sam. :avf. \, Uehr. BtUt, 



There 
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There haf^ned to be a Urge capacious 
tare on die £de df the high-^iray to thele 
mountains, by the flieep-cotes, the publick 
place of refbrt to all that fed ^d milk'd the 
flocks^ and of coniequence the moft unlikely 
place in di6 wdrld for a fugitive to hide hlm- 
ielf in, becaufe the moil publick and ire- 
quentol : into this cave> David, ^nttchmg 
his oppOftunity, (probably in the dead and 
filence of the night ) HcAc, with ell his fbl-> 
lowers. 

If he efcaped Saul's fearch here, which 
he had little reafon to fear,, he then had his 
fhokt of two advantages from it j either, 
vrhen Saiti was pail by, to deal, in thp dead 
of thti night following, into fomc other part 
of the country ; or elfe, if he could fubfiffc 
himfelf where he was for two or three days, 
he might, when Saul and his army were 
fuffidently harrafied in their wild-goat cl^Ji *^ 
and obl^ed to give it over^ ileal back tt> 
thofe very mountains they had quitted, and 
effeAually dude thdr fearch. 

How this conduft will be deemed of in 
a DaviJf I cannot fay t but am perfuaded, 

* Tbe common eiprefnon oF tuiU gptji cbafif I take 
to be a corruption : btafts otAy ue chafed. 

N that 
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that in an Eumenes, or a SertoriuSj it had 

been crowned with fufficient appkufe. 

Whetheh Saul tracvtxkA thefe wilder- 
nefles, or what time he might have ipcnt in 
ieardi ofDavid^ is not fo much as hinted 
at in the text. We only learn, that as he 
pafled by the cave, where David and his 
men lay, whether opprefied by the heat of 
the day, or ui^ed by fomc neceffary call of 
nature, he ftept into the cave, as the text 
exfJrefles it, to cover Ms feet. 

Ir was eafy to difccrn who he "was by the 
light from without, and by the noife of his 
attend^ts ; and i^ is natural to believe, 
that, upon the hrfl light of him, David and 
his meh concluded themfelves betrayed ^id 
undone. 

We haVe a pfalm, exprefly penned by 
hinifelf, in memory of thfe adventure ; and 
it is aftonifliing, that no commentator, or 
Ivriter of facred hiftdry, hath ever applied or 
explained the adventure by it j efpecially 
confidering how clear it is With this com- 
ment, and how utterly unintell^ible with- 
out it. All the motioits of David's mind, 
on this occafion, his fears, his apprehen- 
fions, his prayers to God for deliverance, 
are 
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are very naturally Tet forth by himfelf in this 
pfalm. 

Up ON the firil fight of Saul he lifts up, 
bis voice in iecret prayers and complaints to 
GoD; concluding, that he was betrayed* 
and given up : In the way •toherein J walh4 
have they privily laid a fnaeefor me. And 
he was confirmed in that perfuaiion, wbea 
turning about, and looking on his com-* 
paoions, be obferved they did not tiegftrd 
iuni } their minds, as it was natural, were 
fo entirely taken up with their own danger, 
that they little thought of him. In all pro- 
bability, they looked (as W9II they might) 
pale and difcqncerted ! Fear hath fomcr 
times all the appearance of guilt, and David 
might well miihke it for fuch : 

/ looked * an my right band, (faid he) 
andjazo there -was no man that would know 
•joe. What (hould he do P he had no re- 
fuge, and, as he thoughtj nd man would 
ftand by him .* I had no place, (faith he) 
and no man cared for my foul I In thk 
extremity he had no refource but in G o d : 

* In the ori^nal, it is all a prayer ; and in that view 
much nore oeautiful. The tenfe of this verfe Hands 
thus : -w. O Lord, X^o«i n mj riiht band and fie, there 
is nmt that knv'at me. 

N a I cried 
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I cried ( faith he ) unto tbee^ LorJj end 
faid J T^w art my hope and my portion in the 
ktndoftbi Uving : tonjidermy complaint ^ for 
I am brought very low. O deliver me from my 
perfecutorSj for they are too ftrong for me. 
Bring m^ foul out of prifon, that I may give 
thanks unto thy name : which thing if thm 
vrilt grant me, then Jha II the righteous refort 
unto my company. 

Hts prayo^ were quickly heard, and his 
terrors removed j for when he faw Saul 
compofing himfelf to it&.^ inftead of attempt- 
ing upon him, he foOn concluded diat all 
was fafe. It wa^ th^n eafy for him to iee, 
that he was not betrayed j nay, more, that 
he and his men were well hid, by the advan> 
t^e of their fituation, in the recefs and gloom 
of the cave } efpcdaliy confidering, that 
they lay, as the text tells us, in the fdes 
of it J where the natural fhado wings of the 
rocks might conceal thbm. His men alfo, 
recovering from diejr fright, and obferving 
Saul in tlUs defencelefs condition, foon took 
heart, and encouraged and urged him, as it 
was natural, to lay hold of this opportunity, 
which God had put into his hand, to rid 
htmfelf of his mortal enemy. 

Never, 
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Never, iurc, was man in greater ftreights 
than David at this jundurc. If he com- 
plied, it is true, he ihould get rid of his 
worft enemy ; but at the fame time he muft 
mailacre his lather and his king ! If he 
refiifed, he ran the hazard of provoking his 
own men to delperation ; poffiWy fo far, as 
to fbrfakc him, and leave him to hlmfelf, 
who refufed to ferve both himfelf and them, 
when it was in his power ; efpecially if 
there was fuch a prophecy, {which they 
feem plainly to refer, to) That God 
would deliver Pavid's enemies into bis 
bands * : for, in that cafe, what was this 
conduft of David's, in effeil, but oppoiing 
himfelf to the divine determinatiqns ? 

Adp to all this, the dagger \\c ran sn* 
pther viray j for if the le^ft of thefe whifpers 
or motions had reap hed SauVa ears, the inevi- 
table confequence was death ! And^ indeed, 
it is not eafy to fay, at firft fight, why he 
heard tl^em not, until we come to conlider, 
with fome CQpi|nentators, that, it may be, 
he was afleep ; or, \vith odiei^, that the 

* I Saik. xxtv. 4. — jImJ tbt men if David fsiJ uuta 
hmy Behqtdj the aaj ef vihich tbi Lord JkU umts Ibtf, 
J "will iUSvtr thine enemy into thine bond, that thorn 
Ktyfi da t9 him at itfiallfeem good » thee. 

N 3 whUHip§ 
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whiftling of wind, or raftling of leaves, in 
the mouth of the cave, might have pre- 
vented him ; or, laflJy, the great depth 
of the rccefs, or noife of his forces from 
without. 

And yet, notwithftanding all thcfe dan- 
gers, and this remonftrancc, David could 
be prevailed upon no further, than to rife, 
and (going up foftly to Saul) cut off one 
of the skirts of his garment j and no iboner 
had he done even that, but he repented of 
it : His heart fmote him^ (fays the text) 
hecaufe he had cut off Saul's skirt. And he 
faid unto bis men^ The Lord forbid that I 
Jhould do this thing unto my mafier^ the Lord's 
anointedy to Jlretch forth my hand again/i 
him, feeing he is the anointed of the Lord. 
So David flayed his fervants, or (as the 
Hebrew exprefles it) ir»ke them with thefc 
words, and fuffered them not to rife againfl 
Saul. 

St.CHRrsosTOMCxertshis ufual eloquence 
on this pccalion, in praife of David's mag- 
jianimity j por would any eloquence lefs 
than his be endured on the occaflon. The 
truth is, encomiums add nothing to it -, nor 
will the generous r?ad?r bear to be embaraffed 
Tfflxh them. The 
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The account o( DaviJ's going into this 
cave, and Saul's not expecting him there, 
jfeems to mc the moft natural account of the 
matter : but the Rabbins, who are never 
contented with nature, and, indeed, fcldom 
even with the letter of Scripture, have added 
another circumftance from tradition, and, 
poflibly, a true one. 

They tell us, that when Saul went up 
to the cave, he went with an intention to 
fearch if David were in - it ( than which 
nothing can be more improbable) : but ob- 
ferving the mouth of the cave overipread with 
a fpider's web, he concluded, that nothing 
had lately gone into it ; and fo, declining 
all thoughts of fearch, he only ftcpt in on 
another occafion. 

I SHALL not detoin the reader with any 
difquifitlon upon the probability of this cir- 
cumftance j but only obferve to him, that 
there is a much more recent relation of 3, 
like efcape, from a like caufe, in the ac- 
counts left us in Felix the martyr, whofo 
perfecutors purfuing him to a cave, were 
ftopt ihort by the interpofition of a fpider's 
web : which gave occafion to that pretty 
refle'Siop of P^ulinus j , 

N4 Et 
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Et a'erio ceffit vis ferrga jih ; 
Th' aerial film repell'd the iron force *■. 

When David returned from catting off 
SauPs ikirt, and reiliained his men froni 
dcung him violence, Saul rofe up out of the 
cave, and went on his Tvay. Davi4 followed 
foon after. ; and when he law Saul at a proper 
diftancei called out, atid addrelTed himfejf 
to him in thi§ manner, -•- My Lord tb^ 
KING ! — And when S^a/looked back, 
upon hearing himfelf called, David bowed 
himfelf down to the earth to do him 
obeyfan9e^ and then proceeded to expqfhilatp 
with him, in the fofteH: and moll fubmiffiye 
terms, — why he Ihould liften to the idle 
reports of fuch malignant men as would 
make him believe that David meant him 
harm ; whereas now he might judge, by his 
own pcpericncc, of the trath of fuch re- 
port ; inafmuch as, a few moments ago, 
he h^ him abfolutely in his power, and 
yet would do hUn no mifchief, though 
earncftly urged to it ! Then, holding up 
the skirt of the robe y My father ! (faid he) 

' • VacAvMh have idopted this tekdooj t»A «pplkd 

( I Sam* 
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(i Sam. xxiv.) See, yea^ fee the skirt of thy 
robe in jwy band I For in that J cut off the 
skirt of thy rohe, and kiUed thee not, Jtnovo 
thou and feCy that there is neither evil nor 
tranfgreffhn in mine band : and I have not 
fmned againft thee ; yet thou buntefi my foul 
to take it. Then, changing fais tone, he 
calls upon GoD, in a moil folemn manner, 
to judge between them : 7be Lord judge 
between me and theey and the Lord avenge 
me of thee : but mine band Jkall net he upon 
thee : as faith the proverb of the antientSy 
Wickednefs proceedetb from the wicked : hut 
mine hand Jhall not be upon thee j that is. 
Guilt is the confequence and fruit of 
guilt : if I had been guilty of confpiring 
agMnft thee, I ftiould have crowned that 
guilt, by killing thee, when it was in my 
power. 

When he had thus cleared himfelf to the 
king, and ftruck him with a thorough con- 
viftionofhisinnocence, perhaps too with terror 
of the divine vengeance, for the oppreffion 
and perfecution of innocence ; he then returns 
to the gentlenefs and fubmiflion of his firft 
expofhdation ; ur^g, that the king debafcd 
himfcjf i that it was beneath the dignity of 

fo 
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fo great a prince to purfuc fo infigmficant a 
creature as he was :— jifter whtmt is the 
iir^ of Jfraei come ota? after -a dead dog^ 
after afea ? And then concludes all with 
a repeated appeal to Almighty God, and 
tn earneft p^yer for proteaion and deli- 
verance. 

AND it came to pafs, iays the text, 
{i Sam. xxiv. i6, &c.) when David had 
made an end of fpeaking thefe nmrds unt0 
Saul, that Saul faidy L this thymice^ my fan 
David ? And Saul lift up his voice ^ and wept. 
And hefaid to David, Thou art m&re righ- 
teous than I J for thou hafi rewarded me good^ 
'whereas I have rewarded thee evil. And 
thou hafi ftiewed this day, how that thou hafi 
dealt 'well with me : forafmuek as when the 
Lord had delivered me into thine band, thou 
killedji me not. For if a man find his enemy ^ 
will he let him go well away f Wherefore the 
Lord reward thee goody for that thou hafi done 
vnto me this d^. And now, behold, I know 
welly that thou fi?alt furely he king, and that 
the kingdom of Ifraelfijall be ^fiablifhed in 
thine hand *. Swear now therefore unto me 

h 

• This he knew, fiys St. Chryfe^om, from T>a'oid*s 

manners, from his kingly virtues, ts wdl as bi« uocom- 

moQ &ccel£. ^. Saul (fays Dr. Tta^) beii^ mdnd 

^. bjr 
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fy the tofJ, that fh&u wilt not cut offw^feei 
after me, and that tbou vilt not dejiray my 
name out of my father" t boufe. jtnd David 
fkoare unto Saul : and Saul -went home ; but 
David and bts ' men gat them up unto the 
bold. 

Saul knew, that fuch magnanimity could 
pot but predominate in the end ; he knew 
how much this aft of heroifm, added to fo 
tnany preceding, would make him amiable 
and admired by the whole world, and there- 
fore he predicted his Aiccefs. 

I SHALL trouWe the reader but with two 
jhort obfervations upon this mofl pathetidc 
fpeech of Saul's. 

The firft is, that his fenfe of David's 
generofity muft be very ftrong, when he 
befeeches God to rewanl it. Indeed, Saul 
had no equivalent to give David for the 
kindnefs ihewn him i and therefore he refers 

*' by thofe coals of ktndndij which DaviJ had heaped 
" upon his head, poureth oat himftit in a flood of paf- 
*' lionate cxprcfKons, and, for the prcfeiu, fpake ^ he 
*' thought : out good tho^hts make but a thorough-fare 
^^ of wicked heans ; tbcy flay not there, as th(& tb« 
" like not their lodging j their purpofes, for wwrt.of pcr- 
" fonntnce, are but as clouds without rain ,- or, as Her- 
" cults'i club in the tragwly, of a great bulk, but fluffed 
« with (no6 «nd rubbifli.* 

him 
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tim to God for retribution. For if, afw 
this, be {hoold even lave David's life, yet 
jliU he could only lave the life of his heft 
benefiidor ; whereas David both fparcd and 
£ived the life of his moft mortal enemy. 

The fecond is, that David, by fpaiing 
his enemy, found himfdf poi&fs'd of the 
proudeft {deafure human vanity could wifii, 
to fee his jMince his petitioner ! to fee his foe 
his fupplicant ! confcious, and confefiing his 
own guilt, and David's fuperiori^ ! and 
begging that mercy to his iifue, which be 
bimfelf bad jufl experienced, and had not 
deferved. Who would not feve an cnemy^ 
for the joy of fo glorious a triumph ! 



CHAP, xvn. 

Samuerj Death and CbaraBer. Da- 
vid fojoums in the Wildermfs of 
Paran. A ConjeBure concerning 
Orpheus. 

Tfl E laft chapter Ihevrcd us Saul con- 
vinced, overwhelmed with David's 
gencrofity, repentant, and fwmingly recon-t 
ojed. ; 
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died: but it was a ttcondkment which 
Dawd could not a»ifide in. He had too 
' well experienced Saul'& unileadineis in his 
itconcilements, or, to ipeak more plaioty , 
his inveterate envy, and invincible averfion ; 
and credulity had now been excefs of folly. 
And therefore, the text tells us, that when 
Saul went h(»ne, David and bis mm gat 
tbem up into the bold : but whether by this 
be meant fome faftnefs in the mountains of 
the wild goats, or that hold which he had 
before po0efled in the hiU of Hackilab, I 
cannot iay. If he returned to Hackilab, 
doubtlefs he did it to the confufion, and 
perhaps, in fome meafure, for the punifh- 
ment of the Zipbites^ who bafcly betrayed 
him, and now mufl recdve him a^n, (and, 
kcnaybe, fubfift him) reconciled to his king. 
But my opinion is, that be returned with new 
pleafure, to finiih his vineyard, and his other 
improvements, at Engedi. 

About this time died the great prophet 
Samuel^ in the ninety-feventh or nincty- 
ei^di year of his age ; and all the Ifraelites 
were gathered together, and lamented him, 
(lamented him for many days, fays Jpfepbus) 
and buried him in his houfe at Hamab. 

Herb 
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Heke we are w tiJ» notice, than thS 
Jmi had BO piioes of fuUick feputturc j 
eadi&uily had its prisatc fcpulchies. And 
this appears to have been (he praflice from 
Mrahmt to yo/<?S of Amutbtii. They 
were, indeed, moftly in fielife, and in 
recks i and Stmtil is the firft we read of 
who washoried in his own houfe * ; though 
ve are afterwards told, that Judi was buried 
in the fame manner, I KuiJ' "• 34- •*"* 
ftepraftice mi#it, for aught we know, bam 
teen frequent amongft them j as, we are 
told, it was enjoined the ^ThebanSj before 
ih^ built a houfe, to build a fcpulchre in 
the place. 

Bamuex. had now ruled Ifrael iixami 
or, as others think, twenty years, before 
Jtbt irign of Sob/ i and judged them (that 
is, was. their principal judge) for about forty 
years after. And it is no wonder, that fo 
righteous a ruler, and fo juft a ju^e, fliould 
be uncommonly and univerfally lamented} 
efpedally when thewifdom and equity of his 
-government, compared with Saul's tyranny 

• No more, as I apptehend, is meant by this, but 
that be was busied at his houfe, in his garden, probabljrj 
for, in I Sam. xxviii- 3> he is fiiid to have been buriecl Ms 
Ht tvm eitj. 

and 
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and extravagance, made lus memory moie 
dear, and hk lofs more regretted. 

He was now attended by all Ifrael to hii 
grave j and his remdns were, many cen- 
turies after, removed, with incredible pomp, 
and almoft one continued train of attendant 
from Ramab toCon^antimpk by die emperor 
lArcadiut, A. D. 40I. How iingular wai 
the-chara^r and the felicity c^SamuelJ 

Devoted to Go© from die womb •, 
and worthy to be fo ! Eariy dedicated to die 
Divinity, and hallowed with his influence! 
Oefcended from prophets; himfelf a greater! 

Th E fervice of his Go d made the eaiiy 
tiifinefs of his life ; nor ever interrupted ly 
any thing, but the fervice of his countty. 

The Scriptures are, I own, the dcEght 
of my life : but the pleafure of pemfing 
them is always heightened, when they demon- 
ftrate their own veracity. 

No man, in his fenfes, in the vigour of 
life, and in the age of ambition and avarice, 

• Of him might be {aid, what was only more ^)pR. 
-cable to one other man : — Thau art he that took me aa 
tf-mj wothtr's tocmi : thou luajl my hofe, luhtii I hm»sid 
yet pfM my mutber's briajit. I have been left mto thee 
ei-erpuee I •wat ierm : thou ttrt my Gad, eztn from xj 
mctixr's mmnh, Plal. x6i- 9, 10. 

forced 
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{arced by no danger^ ui^ by no giult, an(J 
prefled by no bifirmity of mind or bpdy» 
ever yctj voluntarily, and of his own choice, 
refigned the fupreme power, lecluded his 
ions from the fuGceflioa *, and elected two 
Grangers to it, in fucceflion, neither of. 
vrhom he had ever feen before. 

Now Samuel did all this j and therefore, 
when the Scriptures alTure me, he did it b; 
die divine command, I cannot help be- 
hoving them : the narration carries its owa 
irrcliftible evidence along with it. 

Happy Samuel! exalted to fupreme power, 
without ambition } exerting It without op- 
preflion or avarice, and rcfigning it without 
relu^nce -f-. 

Retiring (rare felicity !) with un- 
diminiflied dignity, or, to fpeak more juftly, 
widi added honour, from the concurrent 
and univerial teftithony of his country to his 

* I am (cnGble, that his fons were cotn^sined of^ 
and dderved to be (hue out from the ruccemoa : but 
their zHtml feclurion was only ( as far as appears } in coO- 
fequecce of ^mWs dirioc deflgastioQ 10 the throne. 

I If it be objeifted, that the people defired a king hi 
lits ftead, I own it : but yet hii rchgnation was not in 
compliance with their dofire, but the divine commaod. 
He was the deputy of God, and would and could only 
refon at his inltance^ and when God comminded, he 
readily obeyed. 

equity 
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fequity and incofruption ! Oh, would priaccd 
fo ufe itheir jjbwei-, ctf foi itfign it ! 

iLtustRious in' the fpleridor of a 
thrbn^, aiid yet -more fcr In the "ftiade of a 
cell i {6 far from envying his fuccefior to the 
fiipr^me powerj that he pitied and he prayed 
for hihu * He had railed him by the divine 
javotir^ but could n0t t<A<^e him; 

It were KaiH"'^ 'to ddenhine which 
was happi^H:] his l^fd- oi* his death; He 
lived to the hoHeft '^urpofeSj the glory 
bf God," and the good of his country ; and 
hfc died full- of years'aiid honours, univerfally 
lamaitcd and dcfiredi'■ 
Su<iIj Was Samuel. Such al%^ys werei' 
Jlnd fach always Will- ' be, in a. good mea- 
fure» all dibfe whofe beginnings arc laid iii 
true rel^on, whofe duty-is their d^ht^ 
&nd their GdD their glory ! 

The' burial of men of emmenaii afnoilg 
the y«p>, was a folemrtlty of fome continu* 
ance y like that df yaco^, for Whdm the 
Egyptjansy vft art tqld; mourned threefcdri 
^nd^eridays. And "35 all ranks of people 
crouded td this folemriity frGm all parts, 
Datsid found this a fit opportunity to fliifc 
. Msfceoe, and to pafs lels noticed into th«, 
Q wUdci^ 
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wildemeli of Pararty to the fouth oSJudea, 
and to the coniine& ofAra^a^ Nay, the 
Mabometatt writer^ make it part of jtrabia 
Defcrta^ and David himTclf is generally 
thought to own it £ich, in that dolorous 
complaint of the cios.^ p&loir where he la- 
ments his fo IcHig continuance * in the tents 
aJfKeJar. But that by no- means ibiiows ; 
for he might, upon Said% parfuit^ - have 
pa&d fnMn Paran to ji^ifj;tf,and fojoumed 
thrae a coniidu:al^ .time. But as it wa& 
die place of Iftmidef^ reHdence^ it cannot^ 
I thinks well be dcHibted to have been part 

in. JwdbtS. ' .^ !■ 

A^D here it iai^^oas toobferve^ hov 
little mankind know vrhat to wail or wifii 
for in this world, 

D A V I D no w laments his detentioi> m thoje 
wilds : and jret his fojoaming there, ferved; 
ineffea, but the better to prcfare and fit 
him for his cmqueiU over the ESttiites^ 
whidi <^}cned his way to. the Red-Jea^^ and 
in ccmfequence^ to ^t traffick wluch, in 
the next reign, fo remarkably enriched and 
aggrandized his. kingdom. 

* What u KftdbrO), in oar tnrillition, vtlh-tAfitht 
k ^[KiR)} bj criticlci, nUic oodcrftoodya hni. 

How- 
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HowETEit, bis fituatkm for the pre- 
sent was verr diii^reeable ta him. He loved 
peace, and order, and diiHiiline ; wluch ill 
Cuited the reftlefs and turtn^t ^irit of the 
^eii i Myjvul (fays he) bath Ur^ dvtlt. 
aaimg tbem that are enemies unto peace. X 
laSeur for peace : but icbm S J^eak unt9 
tbem thereat they make them ready to tattle. 

It is evident from thefe wordB, that Da- 
vid had endeavoured to mend the manners 
of thefe favages } to reclaim them from thur 
fierce and favage difpofitions, and infpire tbenk 
with the love of peacei and the arts of p«ue. 

It may be thought a wild conjeiSure } 
twt it will not injure the reader to conHder ic 
What i£Orpbeut in Thrace was no other than 
X^avid in Paran ? 

1 BEG only to premlie and to fubmit «ie 
eafy cafe ia the candid reader's ooafideration t 
and that is, whether, if he iaw two hiftorical 
pidures, (the only two of the kind extant in 
the world] all whofe out-lines, parts, pro- 
portions, -principal iigum, adions, and atti- 
tudes were exai^y the iacne, but the colours 
and other circumftantials different, and one 
of thefe confefifedly ancieiit, and a true ori- 
^nal, and the oth^r demonftrably later, but 
O a the 
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the date and the author uncertain^ whedier 
he would not conclude the later (whatever 
its owners might pretend) to be in truth no 
other than a copy, indiifttioufiy ^ined from 
^ great, audientick, undoubted origiiul, 
- How fer this may be the cafe between' 
this part of David's hiftory and the fable of 
Orpheus J the reader will judge for himfelf. ■ 
In the firft place, then, Ariftotley the 
moft exadt enquirer of all antiquity, is of 
opinion, that there never was fuch a man as 
Orpheus * ; confequently, Orpheus is fomc 
other man characterized under that name. 
« Vossius-is of the fame opinion with 
ArifiotUy and fays, that the name is Pbee~ 
nkian ; and fignifies, in that langui^, a 
wife and learned man. Let us then enquire 
who this real- pericn w^, who was thus 
charadsred under tlie name oiOrpbem. 

Th e accounts'of all antiquity agree in this, 
that he was the moft eminent for his" fluH 
and maftery On the harp, of any man that 
tver 4ived ; it is allowed, that David was 
that man, , ' ... 

■ • C«#ro,& Niir..I>«if::Kb.l. §..38/edit..D4T». 

- .^ Pho^ 
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. ' Photius tells us, he was a king (of 
the Macedonians and Odryftam^ near the 
t'vttT Hebrus m. Tbrdce). DawWis (at leaft, 
asfer as I know) the only king, of all anti- 
quity, femous for his fkiU on the harp. 

The common opinion is, that he was a 
Tbracian. Paufanias fays * in one place, 
that the ancient Greek pidures drew him in 
a Grecian drefs, and that he had nothing 
Thracian about him ; in another -f-, that 
an Egyptian^ whofe name he does not men- 
tion, infifted upon his being an Egyptian. 

Philostratus fays H, that the Baby- 
Jonians highly honoured him ; not on ac- 
count of his mufick, but becaufe they found 
lum drefs"d with a tiara. And Gronovius, 
in his Roma-Subterranea^ finds Ibme very 
ancient medals in which he is reprefented 
with a 'tiara upon his head. This plamly 
(hews him an Jfiatick prince. 

Now the word tiara is of Hebrew ori- 
ginal, and fignifies a crown^ fuch as David 
took from the king o^ AmmotC% head, and 
put upon his own (2 5tf;w. xii. 30.). Whom 
then can fuch a figure fo properly reprefent 

• In ^btcian. 1. 10. c. ja f I" £'''««] 1- 6- c. 20S 

II In Vita jlfoIlQBn^ /. I. c. 2^. 

O 3 as 
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198 An Hifiorical Account of, 
#s lyng 2)avi4 1 I own, I know notfwhom 
dfe it can rcprcfent > erpecklly if wc con- 
fider the defcription Callifir^tus gives us * 
pf the ftatuc of Orfbeu^y eredtgd at Jifh'ccn, 
near tbofc of the Mufes. This, he fays^ rcr 
prcfcnts him of a moft iMautiful perfon, with 
fine flawing hair, and fparl^Hng eyes, a lyre 
in his h^d, and a tiara on his head, all 
kinds of birds and mountainous wild beafts 
fibout him, and all fifhes pf the fea, all 
foftened and attentive to his mufick. Thp 
vciy rocks (fays he) fcem'd fmitteff with 
Jiis harmony j the rivers running from the 
fountains, and the waves of the fca, lifting 
themfclves up with love of his mufick ; and» 
laftly^ all the plants of the earth hadening 
to him frpm their feveral nurferies. 

I SHALL not trouble the reader with an 
application of this defcription to the feveral 
pircupiftancep of Dtru'4's perfon and cha- 
radter, "^phe relation is fufficiehtly obvious ! 
^d therefore I ihall only add, that whoever 
reads the P/almi of DaviJ, and fees there 
the whplc creation particularly fummoncti 
in, to fill up the chorus of the diyipe praife, 

wUl 
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vill find ^s flaCttc a fine emblem of him 
And them. 

Datip Tra« Ac fweet finger oi Ifraek 
If we derive Orpheus from the Greeij it is a, 
compofition of two words^ which figrafy a 
^ne or Jhoeet ■wice {tapcttk favn.) 

The name oi David's wile Micbal, or 
Micbol^ in Hebrew, is pvaserful \ Eurydice^ 
in Gr«>t, ofextenfive right orjurifdiStion. 

Datis was the firft of all iibat were pro- 
jierly and profefledjy poctSi. yamblichut 
calls Orpbeut the pldeft of poets (in Vit. 
Pjtba^,). And Plutarch {de Mu/ca) tcUs 
«B, that 7-erpander^ who fettled the laws of 
ithe Lyrick poetry, imiuted Orpheus^ but 
Grpheuf nobody. 

David wasapnaj^t, fowasOr^^^i. 

Da viD endeavoured to reclaim the ^j:^/, 
worfiiippers oiBaccbut. 

* Orpheus, the BacchanaPTbracUns, 

David had redaimed defarts, (thetra- 
dition of the jirabs is^ that iloncs and birds 
frere ob^ient xo lum -{•) but be could not 
lecl^m the A-mbs. 

* SoHtrtd.ati Strait lepottoS (kern. 
t Htrithm mkiitth. Oritmt. 

O 4 Or- 
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Orpheus made the rocks, wqods, bcafte 
and bir4s . to follow him, and ftopp'd the 
courfe of waters, but cpuld not civifize the 
-^racians.- ■ 

David, the great teacher of the divine 
)yiU,endcavbored to convert the Arahi Ijying 
in defarts, and reported by travellers ' to Ije 
very uncleanly in their eating, from rapinp 
^d murder, to. the arts of peace. 

S^vtfires bominei facer inlerpre/que 'deorunf, 
CaMbus (dffedo- v'l^M deierruit Orpbeus *. 

£rpbeus the facrcd prqphej of the gods, . 
From (laughter and from filthy food deterr^ 
- The woodmen wild-^ r 7 - - t 

David's wife was ravife'd ^rom hiip, 
and taken dowi^ to Laijh^ near ^f^roa, 

Orpi^^us's wife wag ra^^(hed -f- froni 
him, and carried down to hell j that is, in 
t|ic ftyle of the poete, fhe was carried to the 
fcgion of ^iwoff , 

^ ^orat.JfjUt.Teet. ' 
■ ■ f Vluto ravtibed his'wifc'PrffJtr^f is flie was gatberiog 
flowers in a meadow. It was prc^ficd oi^a^ thar be 
ftoutd t^ a^v^y the fcns and daug>iters of'ihe J/JaewM 
at pleafurci andih.enatneofhis.wiFe'4fiNiw«nis tnadeuo 
pf tvto Hthrt-w'vjordt, which, with a' common change of 
^ VMt for a ></, fignify fair 01 fiaifiH ^r^. , ■ ' ° 
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'Orpheus inceflantly lamented- hk-wife 
m the woods '.and caves; Can we doubt 
whether David lamented bis ? a prihccfs 
that married him for love, and faved bis life, 
apparently at the hazard of her own. 

The lvi*pfalmis fet to the tune or mea- 
fure of a fone called yonathelim recbokim ; 
diat is, Adove in the rejpote woods. — Surrfy, 
it is , no iforad. conjecture, to fuppofe, that 
tlu8 n^.,foi>>e. fong o£ D^d% npw defo- 
liated, and lameoMng the lofs of his wjf? m 
thedeiarts6fP<zr^;j. We could not expeif^ to 
• find -any fuch fong among the .^^/ffi; J they 
are a! collection of another kind ; but fome 
.memorial of /uch lamentations we might 
hope to find ; at leafl:, it wou|d npt be fur- 
prizing if we ftipuld. 

The way into Pluto's kingdom, Kirg(i 
( tells us, was through a dark cave, furrounded 
^d guarded by the lake Avemus *, and 
thick black woods. This lake is thus dcr< 
fcribed by f^irgil ; 

* Going tojiventui, a Grecian would exprefi by going 
to jiornoKj Tc^f^Atfrar, or tlt'AtftM-, which is an ^fy 
CorTupdon of-<nw*. This river is the^lioundary ufjanl's 
dominions for a confidcrable io^ih, and fpreads, not f^r 
froDli its fountain, into a lake, fiirrounded with rocks 
~ and woQdf. h was ealy to blend and confound the cha- 
ncers and queues oFihefe two lakes. 

'.^■■■^. --nt^ 
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ffWa Uieu ^gnKmcrumfue ttnOrU, 

8j/am fuftr biuid uUa f^tnmt impau volatita 
Tindirt iter pttais : talis fift balitus atrit 
Faueibus effuniem^ /upera adtonvexaferebat. 
Unde locum (jnii Jixentnt nomine Avemutn. 
. Aad here th* accefs z gloomy grore defends. 
And here cb'unnavigable lake extends ; 
0*er whofe unhappy waters, void of light. 
No bird iMcfumes to Acer his airy flight i 
Such deadly ftenches &om the depth arile. 
And fteaming fulph«-, that uiftAs the sklei. 
From hentt the Grecian bardstheir legends make. 
And give the name .^<ivr«iu to the lake. 

Drydsk. 
Whoever knows anydiingof the lake 
^jpbaltites, will find this to be the cxaft 
dcfcription of it in all the drcumifemces. 
This lake was the boundary of Saul's king- 
idom for a confiderable length (about an 
iiundred miles) ; it was pitchy, black, itetid, 
averfe to life, and part of it on fire for many 
ages after the invention of diis SikAc May 
not this lake then be StyXy jicberon^ Aoernus, 
and Phlegetbon^ all in one ? And the fcorched 
and withered region round it, (flill retaining 
the marks of 5o(fo«*sdcftrua;ion) literally the 
Jjigentes Campi,ot Lamentable Region ? Con- 
tiguous to whidi is another region of a con- 
trary 
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trary charader, delightful, abounding with 
pleafant groves, filled with nightingales, and 
anfwering the defcription <^ the £/^£«i 
fields. 

Arijiaus^ who carried off Eurydice^ has 
his name from t^e*?*^) ^ rather «e(f^(, the 
nobility. Pbalti^ to whom Micbal was 
given by Sauly we may well prcfumc, was 
of that order : and I fubmit it to the learned 
in the Httrew, whether Pbaltiel may not 
fignify as much. 

Orpheus was ikilfiil in magiclc^ found 
out the way of initiatmg into the iacred my- 
fteries, expiating crimes^ caring difeafes, 
and appeafing the wrath of the gods. {Pauf. 
in Bant.) The whole oeconomy of the 
temple-fervice was fettled and regulated t^ 
David ; his prayers ftt^ped the piagae, 
and appcafed the divine wrath, j and his 
piufick over-powere4 the evil fpirit that 
po^ilcd Saul. 

Orpheus offended the ^rbracianvfomcn, 
by carrying their husbands up and down after 
him {ibid.). Daviq's men attended him 
in all his \randrings, and, fox the moft part, 
without their wives^ until their fettlement 
tp 0atb i ^hicfa, prpbably, their wiv^ did 
not 
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204 j4n Hijiorical A:c0uU of 
hot like. Nor is there any dpubt that they 
were all hig^y offended with him when 
they were made captives by the Amak&ites^ 
in rfie abfencc of their husbands, who were 
then with David. 

Orpheus is dlowed to have excelled all 
other poets in £icred and religious, hymns. 
That excellence will not, I believe, be de- 
nied to David. 

Orpheus firft taught the rites oi Bac- 
chus ^ was an excellent dancer, and made 
.dancing a neceflfeiy rite of initiatioo, and an 
xibbUihfd ceremonial in the feaft of the 
.gods [Lucifftt. de $^ltat.). David's dancing 
.at the great feaft Qf removing the ark, and 
iiftcrwards feaftii^ *<; pepj^e, hotlj mea and 
-wpmcn, with each ?■ piece of fleih, and a 
,flagoi) of wipe, is well known. And as 
dancing, and drinking wine, were principal 
patts of the orgk of Bacchus, rijis might 
naturally give rife to the ftory of Orpbem'% 
introducing the rites ot Bacchus aipong his 
coontry-jixen. 

Orpheus foften'd the infernal king 

with his mufick, and he let him have his 

wife. David foftncd king Saul. Now 

king Saul^ in Hehre-w, is "ynw -jim j virhich 

>vords 
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words are radically the iame, vhen pointed, 
to fignify king Saul, and tbe inffmai hug.' 
He ^takied David's wife from, him j at. 
laft gave her to him. 

Pluto gave Orph£v's his wife on 
certain con^ticms *, and took her back- 
i^in. S'au'l gave Datid his wife on 
certain ccmititions, and took her back. 

Plut'6 is charaftcred fad, rclentlefs, un- 
merciful, bcxorablc j and is dcfcribed hold- 
ing a fccptre, with which he drives the dead 
to hell : lus attend^mts, Cerberus and the 
Furies. la this any more than a poetick 
defcription of a melancholy, furious, outra- 
geous, and implacable prince as Saul was ? 
who bad his , minillers of vengeance always 
about him ; and delig^tpd to fit with a fpear 
(that is, his fceptre). in his hand, reacfy to 
deftroy and to dart it where his r^dire£ted. • 
The only difficalty now ranaining i;;, 
that Orpheus was, as is conmKmly be- 
lieved, oithrace^ and David o£ Pale^ine ; 
and yet even this will be removed, if we 

* PbstiM Ays fo, but names oo condUtooi ; nor tbc 
old Greei poet quoKd by Atbtiutut j but that he gave 
her to him, being rofceoed with his muQclc. So that the 
condition mentioned by Virgil is, in all probabiligr, u 
inventicMi of hii own* 

admit 
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206 A% Hiftoncal Account of 
admit a conjcftare cS die learned Wutius. 
Thc^to^t^Pakfiitu (fays he) are called, 
in Hebrew, cann* Now thefe are die Kame 
radicals which, by an eafy tranipofidon, 
become csom > dut is, Thraciam. Not to 
iniifl; that die wilds oiTibrau woe, indeed, 
4 firange place from whoice to Ining the 
&dier and fbuoder of the Grecian mufick. 
Which Sir Ifaac Newton hath, with infi- 
nitely better reaibn and ju^ment, derived 
&om Palejiine, and from the age and 
adions of David. And that Orphbus 
was not a Tiracian, hath, { hope, been 
fufficiendy proved. 

But fuppofe the Icarhed Ifwhu miAaken 
in his conje^r^ ; it was eafy tb fliift die 
fcene, the better to dUgtufe the truth, and 
vend the &ble. Nor will it make much to 
our difadvantflgSj ihat they flufted it to a 
country, whidi, PH/rf tells (», was the 
fountain of all the Grecian £ibnlofity *. 

* TUfjt indeed, fiys, that the Grteiaju had theic learn- 
ing from Thrace : but the authorities to the contrary 
vaftW outweigh in this difpute i and particularly Wrrw&rw 
coQuders them as a moft Dartarom nation. And Diigtntt 
JLttrtitt (in Proxm:) »ni AndroHm t\WMlA hf^lisV) 
( 1. 8. ) affirm the direft concrarr. 

I SHALL' 

4 
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the Life ofKm^t)kyi^, toy 
I SHALL hot preifome lo pronounce any 
thing upon thepoint y but bftrely to ob&rve,; 
that it was ^y to btuld fuch a &ble, as thM 
of OrphEUS) upon tbe foundstioB of iiicb 
a hiftory as this of David. 



CHAP, xvm 

Tie Ahertttfre efUahsU recouped at 
large. Mk "Bscfl^t Cenfur% ef 
Davidf CmtkB on this Qccafim 
cmjidered, 

DA VXD, us I obftmd i» tbc hft 
chapter^ could do no good amcttgfl 
thofe Wbaiiaos the Arah ; and for this 
itafon^ it is probable, lu tot^ the firft cp. 
portunity he coald, mth £dety, to kavc 
than. 

As it was not the putpofe iA the iacred 
hiftonans to ^ve a minute defcriptkui <£ 
David\ wandrin^ in his exile^ but to fhew 
the remarkable protedion of the divine Pro- 
vidence whi^ attended him. in diat penod 
of his li& ; we fhould not be furprized to 
find ieveial tettdcs in the rdatiaD, fto- 
dtottlly 
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i&ou%.onuetmg mini^enefles^ andhaftening 
to extraordinkry. '^nd ; int^reitit^ eycntSj one 
of wWdi tf f elated; immediately after the 
account of ZTmift^ls jpipg t9 Parafti and rs 
as follows : .<' . / ■ . " 

Maon, in the fouA of Judca, was a city 
which gave its name to the 'neighbouring 
vrildemefs, jtyju^- is thought )x> have been 
condguoas to' that of Paratt. 

>Ih ^lis dt^ dwelt a ridi laaa) but, as 

the text expreflV-il) clmrlijb. and e^il in bis 

^pgSy whpfc,name Was Nahfil. And as the 

riches of thofe times confined ' in natural 

wealthy fuch as flocks and -herds, ffabal^ 

Wi are told, ^..chi;eetkttifaad {beep, and 

A'-liKttlaidcgatfSji^thefc.h^ fed mCarmei^ 

w^aiejai^ pofljhlyr.^w^. * :I?'"f °f *^* wilder- 

jjtfs;pf .JWrf^ffjr^AeaJI jyas in its neighbour- 

Ji^Stl-^ Not.Tthatjj<ir^/»f/ fo famed for tfe 

refidence of Elijha ; for'that was in the nortfe 

'of jri/(/fii,Tanddiis-in thefputh. ' 

•^' Tn this" Garmt/, while David was in that 

■nefghbourfiood./^^)^/ hada flieep-flicaring; 

-and astl^t.^aSj^nqently,' and I believe is 

i ffiUij n feafi^n of great rural feftivity, Nala^ 

.'made ft feaftfor his hinds. Whicfi tiavid 

heariiig.ofj,fen);[tcn of his, lervante' wiiK *a 

■ ■■'■■' very 
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very kind falutation, and a requeft, agree- 
^le to the fimpUcity and hofpitality of that 
age, that he would, out of the plenty pro- 
vided for the occafion, fend him and his men 
fome rcfreftiment. 

The man, it feems, was an unworthy 
defcendant from the great Caleh ; and, as 
I now obferved, morofe and churliflij one 
that knew no end of the abundance with 
which God had bleiled him beyond fatiety 
and furfeit. He was, what Caligula ufed 
to call Syllanus^ a golden brute *. And 
when David's ferrants had delivered their 
mej]age, he returned an anfwer agreeable 
to his chara^er, rude and fuUen, and very 
natural to that infolence which wealth is too 
apt to diiSate to undifcipUned fpirits •{-. 

The meflage and the anfwer are both 
fingular in their kind, and not unw(»thy our 
regard. The former, as it is a fine pi^re 
of the ancient and true politenefs ■; and the 
latter, a ftrong image of ungoverned brur 
tality. Both thefe are to be met with 
in I Sam. xxv. 5, Off. Aid David fent out 

* Xfvffir TefCarai. This is properly a gotJen Jhetf. 

P fen 
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ten young men^ and David faid unto the 
young men. Get you up to Carmel^ and go to 
Nabal^ and greet him in my name, jind 
tbusjhall ye fay to htm that Hveth, Peace be 
both to tbeey and peace be to thine boufe, and 
peace be unto all that thou haft. And no^ 
I have heard that tbcu haft /hearers : now thy 
Jhepherds -which were with us^ fve hurt tbent 
noty neither -was their aught mifttngnnto fhem^ 
all the while they were in Carmel. Ask thy 
young men, and they/ will Jhew thee: where- 
fore let the young men find favour in thine 
eyes t (for we come in a good day) give^ I 
pray thee^ wbatfoever cometh to thine band, 
unto thy fehoants, and to thy fon David* 
And when David's young men came, they 
JPake to Nabal according to all thefe leordt^ 
in the name of David^ and ceafed. 

Three things, in this mci&ge, are well 
worth our notice. Firft, the diredtion, ta 
him that liveth ; and, fecondly, the falutationy 
Peace to thee, and peace to thine boufe, &c. 
In the Scripture, living and being happy arc 
fynonymous *. David's own benevolent 

•- From them the Latia poets learnt this ftyle ; 
VniMiiit, mea Lesbia, Mt^m ameiniit : 
Let us, my Xasbist live and lovR 

fpirit 
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jipirit fuggeiled to him, that, being happy 
burfelVis, «e (hisuld delight to make bther^ 
ihare in our hiippiti^fs. God does fo j and 
the roAR aftei- Gb&'s own heart does fo tooj 
At the fam6 tittle David well knew, that 
i^dbal was bound tc relieve him, from Gdo's 
^wfl expreft commaild *. 

In the hext place, the Beauty and pfd-" 
(irietyof that ancient eaftern falutation, Pcafff 
^f /» thee, ice. is very emphatical j inafmuch 
Bf the beft MelTings bf tlfej ahd all the focial 
affe^ons, attend upon peace. 

And, iA the laft place, the modefty o^ 
tl^is meflagc is very remarkable ! For tho* 
David had thuch real merit towards Naia/^ 
yet he pata his reqaeft only upon the foot 
bf having nb demerit towards him : vfclX 
knbwing, that fome martial men are wotit 
to deem this merit enough tbwards the taine 
inhpbitents of the cbuntryj and ihejr to think 
h fo J but at the fame time referring him td 
his own fervants for a fiiller infoitnation. 

Stupid Nahl, ihfenfible to all theffi 
Civilities, returns an atifwer^ agreeable to the 

• lieut. XV, 7. IfihtreieamMgjfoiiapotrmsM (thatis> 
^hc innecetlity) of any of jour breihrent^theu jhah tat 
tarJtn ibj biart, norjbtt tbaUt btrndfrm thjfnrtrothtr. 

P 2 beafa 
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bearilhnefs of his nature {ver. lo, ii.) ; And 
Nabal anfwered David's fervants, andfaid, 
Who is David? and who is the fan ofjejfe « ? 
"There be many fervants now-a~d^s that break 
away every man from his majier. Shall I 
then take my bread^ and my water -f-, and 
my fiejhy that I have killed for myjhearersy 
and give it unto men wham Iknoto not whence 
they be ? 

When this anfwer was reported to Dd- 
vid, his indignation rofe to a high degree ; 
but without breaking out into any other 
words, than a ihort command to four hun- 
dred of his followers to gird on their fwords 
and attend him (The other two huridred 
were left with the baggage). 

Im the mean time one of Nabal's fervants 
reported David's meflage, and their matter's 
anfwer, to their miftrefs j^tgail, Nabal's 
wife ; adding withal, that David and his 
men had deferved well of their mafter, inaf- 
much as they were a guard to his flocks nig^t 
and day, fo that nothing was loft or deftroycd 
during the whole time of their abode in the 

• He airo had IcamM SauPs contemptuous ftyle. 

+ Some think, that being in a dc/irt, where water was 
fcarce, mere water is here meant : baiv/atfr, probably, 
is here put for-any liquor. 

wildcr- 
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■wUdemefs ; and that they lliould have put 
their maikr in mind of all this, but that he 
was fuch a Ton of Belinl^ (that ie, lb unruly 
and headArosg ) they did not dare to fpeak 
to him. They ended with a ftrong aflii- 
rance, that David would not let fuch an 
indignity go unrevenged, and therefore it 
behoved her to take fome fpecdy meafures 
to prevent the impending cviL 

Abigail was a woman of diiUnguiHied 
merit. She had the advantage of a beautiful 
perfon, fct oiF by an excellent underftand- 
uig, a fine addrefs, and an uncommon jhxu 
dcncc ! She was, as Mlian fays of Afpajta^ 
xo^i xal cropii, fair and wife: J&igail had 
the wifdom and the beauty c^Ajf^afa, with- 
out her blemiflies. We grieve to fee fuch 
women unhappily paired with brutal huf- 
bands : though, perhaps, fuch husbands are 
^io fbme of them) no more than a necefi^ry 
allay to that ^ranity which fo m^uiy accom^- 
plifliments are too apt to tnfpire. 

As foon as the fervant had done fpeaking, 
jbe made hafie ^ (fays the text) and took two 
hundred haveSj and Pom bottles (that is, two 
fltins or boradiios) of wine , and five fieef 
r48dy dreffed, and five meafures of parched 
P 3 £or9^ 
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com, and an hundred clufiers ofraifin.i^ and 
pujo kindred cakes ofjigs^ and laid them on 
qlfes ; and difpatching fome fervants before 
fier, told them ihe would follow if^dantly : 
and did accordingly, but without faying one 
word of the matter to her husband. 

Her fervants well knew the way to 
pavid'i haunts ; jiad it was fo^ ( fays the 
text) as Jhe rode on the afs, that J^ came 
flown dy the covert of the bill^ and heboldy 
J)avid and his men came down againfi her^ 
^ndjhe met them. 

Now the text informs us, that Davit^ 
iadjaidf Surely^ in vain have I kept all that 
this fellow hath in thf. wildernefi^ Jo thai 
nothing was miJJ'ed of all that pertained uat^ 
him, and be hatl> requited me evil fur good. 
iSo and more ajfo do God unto the enemies 
pf David, if I leave y of all that pertain tq 
bim^ iy the tifornjng light, any that piffeth 
againfi ihe wall; 'that is, as interpreters 
generally ejfpouncl' it» he determined iiot to 
leaye fomudi as a dog alive in his fiunily. 

Abigail could eafily percpive^^ t^ by 
bis hafte and his looks, that vengeance was 
determined againft her husband, and that all 
her addreis was littjc enpugh tp avert it j and 
' ■"■ ■■■■■ ■ ■■■ '"■' ■' , ' ■ ■■■ " ■ ■ therc- 
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therefore, as foon as ever Cat faw David, 
ftie threw herfelf from her afs, and fell upon 
her face before him, and deprecated his ven- 
geance, in fuch a Arain of humble, pathe. 
tick, natural (and, for that reafon, appa- 
rently very artful) eloquence, as is not, I 
verily think, to be paralleled in all antiquity. 

She begins, by be^ng that the blame of 
this mifconduct might light on her i but 
begs at the fame time, that he would pleafe 
to hear what Ihe has to fay in her own ex- 
cufe (as iotNabaly he was bclavi David'i 
notice ; a man, as his name implied, of very 
mean underftanding * )~: and fhe excufes her- 
felff by alTuring him, that {he heard not 
B word of his meffage, until his fervants 
were fent avray. She then infinuatcs the 
goodnefs of God tp him, in with-holding 
him from revenge, and from blood ; and, 
in the very fame fentence, infinuates a moft 
folemn adjuration -f to abftain from both : 
and immediately after befeeches him, that 

• Uahslis hit iMMp, (6ys fte) unifoltj U in imtt.— 
Nabal in Hthreio, ^ifies a fool. 

t Here Le Clert obrerves, that whoever reFufed any 
tiling that was lie and juft, when thus adjured, was as 

tuilry of perjury, as if he had been cxprcfly forfworOf 
ecamo be was, in that cafe, deemed to havedcfpired the 
name of Goc^ ^ which diat juft requeft wai m»le. 

P 4 he 
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he would fuffer his fervants to accept her 
prefents, (they were too mean for bh ao 
ceptance ) repeating her petition for foi^ive-» 
nefs ; and adding, that God would certain- 
ly preferve him from his enemies, whom fhe 
wiihcs to be all as Nahal ; that God, whofe 
battles he had fought, (finely infinuating, 
that fuch only were worthy his prowefs) 
and whofc laws he had hitherto kept invior 
late, would certainly preferve, and in . the 
end eftablifli him in die throne ; and that 
then it would be matter of no remorfe or 
difquiet to him, that he had abftained froni 
fclf-vcngeance, and the Ihedding of i/ino- 
eent blood ; concluding with an carneft rc-r 
qucft, that when God had eftabliflied him, 
he would remember her. 

The beauty, energy, and addrefs of this 
oration are fuch as I ihall not take upon me 
to explain or illuftrate in any adequate de- 
gree > and therefore I leave it, as proper 
matter of curiofity to every reader of tafte i 
to the learned in the original, and to the 
)cfs learned in every tranllation. 

Abigail had no fqoner ended, but Da- 
vid, thoroughly changed from his purpofe, 
ftn4 ilrUfk with borrpr pI" th? vengeance he 

M 
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had determmed to take, brea^ out into 
thankigivings to God, and bleflmgs upon 
her, that had turned him from his evil pur- 
pofe : Blejfed be the UH God of Jfrael^ 
v>bicb fent thee this day to meet me : and 
blejfed be thy advice^ and blejjed be thou, 
which haji kept me this day from coming to 
Jhed biood, and from avenging nr^felf with 
mine own band. For in very deed^ as the 
Lord God oflfrael livetb, which bath kept me 
back from hurting thee, except thou hadfi 
hajiedand come to meet me,furely there bad not 
been left unto Nabaly by the mqrntng Itght^ 
flny that pij'etb againft the wall, 

SO David received ofber band (faith the 
text) that which Jhe had brought him, and 
faid unto her, Go up in peace to thine boufe ; 
fee^ I have, hearkened to thy voice j and have 
accepted thy per/on *, 

The fineft fpirits are fooneft kindled into 
a flame; and to fee them quickly cooled 
and calmed again upon the firil Ihew of 
fubmiffion, by the firft gleam of conviftion, 
and raging wrath changed in one infbmt into 

• Iq the original it is, I hmve l^ted tp thj fact ; m.—, 
that is, I have raifcd chce from a pofture of fuf^Iicacion, 
H^d |T90ced thy petiuon, 

flow- 
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flowing humanity and benignity, is the fureft 
tcft of gencrofity, and true magnanimity ! 

It muft b? owned, that this refolution of 
David's is not eafily acquitted of raflinefa 
and cruelty. However, a good deal may be 
iaid to alleviate, if not to remove the guilt 
<tf it. He was now, as Heruy of Navarre 
ufed to fay of himfdf, a king without a 
kingdom^ a husband without a mtfey and a 
Joldier without money ^ I He could npt 
always fubfift himfelf by the fpoiis of his 
enemies : the tyranny of his princp precluded 
him from fubfifting in any of the ordinary 
vrays of other fubjefts ; and his difHnguiHied 
merits towards his country ^ell entitled him 
to a fupport from thence. And beiides ajl 
this, his particular benefaftipns to Nabal^vc 
him a peculiar claim to his benevolence ; 
fot-hc had jiot only not injured him in his 
flocks and herds, which Mr. Bayle would 
▼cry unfairly infinuate to be his whole merit 
towards Nahal, but he had, in truth, pro- 
tected and defended his poffeflions : — They 
were a wall unto us ( fay his own fervants ) 
Soth by night and by day {i Sam. xxv. it.). 
They were in a defart, and in the neighbour^ 
hood of the jirabsy and within the reach eveq 

of 
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of the Fbilijiine incurfions j at leaft, within 
Aofc of the yfyutkkites^ who made a prafticc 
pf fpoUing the Ifraelites^ ( i Sam. xiv. 48.) 
and for that reafon ^fo well defervcd to be 
dcftroyed. And what Icfs could be meant by 
prote<aing them both ly night and k^ day ^ hi 
fuch a fituation, than protefting them from 
rapine, from theft, and from wild beafts ? 
Nor could this be done without much care, 
and even fome hazard of their lives. And 
had David^ after all, no right to any part 
of all that he had thus preferved, or any 
reward of any kind ? Were Mr. Bayle 
now alive, I will prefumc to fay, he would 
fcarce venture to expofe his ignorance io 
£ir, as to anfwer this queftion in the nega- 
tive.-^ 

Upon this prcfumption, I will venture 
to alk another queftion j What was David 
to do in this exigency ? If he fufFered this 
rude refiifal, and grofs abufe, to go uncha- 
itized, he muft of neceHity fall into con- 
tempt i and to be dcfpifcd, in his circum- 
iiances, was to be undone at once. 

To be refufed, was injury enough. He 
had ^ right to be relieved j and every man. 
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in infuperable ncceffity, hath fo *, at Icaft, 
every honeft maa } and if he cannot obtain 
this by fair means, he hath a right to ufe 
force i and fo the law of nature clearly 
determines. And therefore, with great fub- 
miifion, Mr. BayU^ who fuppofes David to 
have a£ted in this point agdnft the law of 
nature, and to have had no right to Nabal'i 
goods, is very greatly miftaken, and not fuf- 
ficiently informed in the law of nature I For 
Nabal therefore not only to refiife, but to 
add reproach to the reiiifal, reproadi at once 
fo contemptuous and fo injurious, Inflamed 
the indignity to the higheft degree ! Furtive 
and flave are imputations of fuch united con- 
tempt and contumely j and when retorted, 
by ingratitude, upon a guardian and bene- 
ia<Spr, are provocations paft bearing. 

Add to all this, that Nabal was one of 
thofe Ziphites that had before betrayed David 
to Saul : fo his race befpeaks him, and fo 

* And therefore, the c»fc that Mr. Baylt puts, of t 
prince of thebJood oiFramce out of favour, going about 
and railing contributions by military executiCMi, is not 
fair, nor adequate to this of David's j for £««/ wai de- 
throned by the divine fentenccjand DaviJi&aailj anointed 
to the throne. And to fuppole [hat, in dtat cafe, he hid 
not a right to neceffaryrunfiftencc, ( from which nothing 
but the cruellcft tyranny precluded him ] is to ^ppoCe aa 
gFols an abfurdity as ever was advanced. 

Jofephin 
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J6fepbui cxprefly calls him. In a word, 
the refolution a^unfl Nabal was the refolu. 
tion of a mortal, not to fay a military man, 
too much injured and provoked, and urged 
by neceffity and felf-prefervation. The 
change and the thankfgiving, upon being 
averted from evil, were the fentiments of a 
hero and a faint. 

We have an account of a conduct not 
unlike this, in Voptfcus'z hiftory oiAurelian : 
when he came to Tyana^ the city of that 
poor, ^n impoAor, ^ollonius^ and found 
the gates ihut a^iinfl him, he declared in a 
rage, that he would not leave a dog alive 
in it. His foldiers, hearing this declaration, 
prefled the fiege with more than ordinary 
ragout : but, however, before it was reduced^ 
it was betrayed by one of the citizens into" 
the emperor's hands ; who, froni an uncom- 
mon ftrain of policy and generofity, flew 
^ traitor, and fpared the city. And when 
the foldiers, who expedted the faccage and 
fpoil of the place, according to the emperpr's 
declaration, urged him to the execution of 
it i / did (fays he) declare I would not 
leave a dog alive here : I command you to 
kill them all, 

Tm8 
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The digoity of duB laying is beft eftii 
hiated by its influence } for we &id it n»a; 
, able to fubdue even the npodouihefs of 
a degenerate foldier-Jpirit ; they accepted it 
inftead of fpoil : Jbt tt&o/e army {ikys the 
hiftorian) received it Os if they bad Been 
tnricbed. 

Whei} Migail returned b^e, fhe fountt 
ijer husband in the midil of his revels^ 
and drinking to great excefe (turning the 
ine^cine into a diftemper, as PUrrf calld 
drunkejmefs) ; and therefore ihe todc no no- 
tice to him of her tran^ftion with Davids 
until Ile^ had feftored him to his fenies: 
She then told him of his da&gSr, and, with-* 
out dout>t, punted it in the Uvelieft colours 9 
at leaft, if we may judge by the effeft^ whidi 
is thus described ia the te^tt 3 

AND it came to pafs in the morftingt 
•wbett the 'mine was gone out of Nabal^ and 
bis wife Sad told bim thefe things^ tbat Hi 
heart died within bim^ and be becattie as 4 
Jtme. Arid it cdrne to pafs about ten days 
after, that the Lord fmote Nabal^ that be 
died. The bafencfs of his oWn heart made' 
him believe David incapable of forgiving 
him, and therefore his terror became irremCa 
dJaUe^ Ttiis 
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This extremity of terror, we conunooly 

exprefe by the term of thunder-Jlruck ^ 

which is finely and feelingly defcribed by 

Ovid, {TH/i.li. el. 3.) 

Ncn aHttr fiufiAy quam ^ yei/is ^hihs iSui 

yivUf & tft vita nffebis i^t fine^ 

So was I ftunn'd, a^ one that's thuodcr-ftrtidc. \ 
Who liras s but lives tuicoufcious of his life. 

We have many accounts *>f men dying 
through fear of death : but as nothing 
that we call accidents, or natural cauies, 
excludes the interpofition of Providence, in 
any event ; therefore the Scripture phrafe is 
highly to be juftified and admired, which 
imputes Nahal'i death to a ftroke from Go d*. 
A way of thinking, which both Homer and 
Virgil have copied in two remarkable in* 
ftances. 

WriEN DatJid heard that Nabal. was 
deady he again breaks out into bleflings^d 
thankfgivings to God, that had diverted him 
from the intended evil : Bltjfed be the Lord 
that hath pleaded the caufe of my reproach 
from the hand ofNahal, and hath kept bis 
ferVantfrom evil: for the Lord hath returned 
the mckfdnefs ofNaial upon his own head. 
How 
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How fine a document is this to man- 
kind to remit injuries, to refer themfclves 
and their concerns to the providence of GoD, 
to quell the fpirit of revenge in the haughty- 
heart, and to recede from rafh and wicked 
refolutions, though backed even by folemn 
oaths! 

When a decent time had intervened, 
after the death of Nabal, David fent mcf- 
fen^rs to Abigail with propofals of mar- 
riage; which (he accepted with fingular 
humility, and undiflembled joy ; ftranger 
alike to aifeded delay, and unvirtuous dif- 
guife.. In all prolmbility no fuch forms 
obtained in thofe Ampler ages : or, if any 
did, ihe had too much good fenfe to be 
enflaved to them. 

Andjhe arofe, (faith the text) and bowed 
herfelf on her face to the earth, and faid^ 
Beboldy let thine handmaid be a fervant to 
•wajh the feet ^of the feraants of my Lord 
(Here, we fee, (Tie bowed herfelf to die 
earth, even to the fervants of David, m 
honour of their mafter j as the houfes of 
parliament uncover in honour of the lung's 
meflage). ^d Abigail bajifd and arofe, 
and rode upon an afs^ -with five damfeh of 
hers 
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hirt that went after her ; andjbe vmM after 
the meffengers of I>avidy and became bis 
•wife^ 

David had, in all probability, at this 
time, (I grieve to tell it) another wife, jibi" 
noanij oijefreel a city in the fouth of Judab, 
and neighbourhood of Carmel^ to whom, it 
is believed, he was married before his affiance 
with j^gaii *. 

PoLrGAMTT was a pradice prevsJent in 
thofe ages, from a corrupt interpretation of 
Lev. xviii. 18. and David, probably, hdped 
to ftrengthen his intereft in his own tribe 
hy this double alliance ; efpedally when he 
apprehended it muft be confiderably weak- 
ened in that of Benjamin, by Micbal's being 
taken away from him, and beftowed upon 
Pbaltiel the fon of Laip a Benjamite, (wWch 
Saul did} to take all his pretenfions to the 
crown from that alliance ). Doubtlefs, this 
injury which Saul did him would have been 
fome excufe, or, to fpeak more properly, 
a fufficierit juftification for David's taking 
another. If he had ftopped there, inafmach 
as his own wife lived in adultery, and there- 

* Becaotir, Whenever ttiey are meaiiooed, Aimugm 
it always lumed &rft, I S*m: xzvii. 3. Sc zxi. ;. x Ssm. 

Q^ fore 
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lore might be divorced : but when once he 
married jlbigailt he went on and married 
rnqrc j for error knows no end^ 



CHAP. XIX. 

David goes into SaulV Camp in the dead 
of the NigBt with one Companion. 
What enfued thereupon. 

IT ihould fecm» from the preceding, 
accounts of David's fojourning, among^ 
the Arabs, and marrying two wives, fince 
his laA reconcilement with Saul^ that there 
had now been a confiderable intermiilion of 
his perfecution. For he himfelf complains 
of his delay among the Arabs i and the 
multiplying of wives, is a bufinefs of leifure 
at leaft^ if. not of idlencfs :. and therefore it 
is feemingly matter of fome wonder, to fee: 
commentators and chronologers croud all 
thefQ traiifadions,, and more, into the com— 
pafs of one year^ But, for my own part^^, 
frnce mylate better acquaintance with thefe 
authors, I have learnt to be lefs furprifed at 
anjF 
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any inftancc of their inaccuracy or incogi- 
tancy. They are men (a very few excepted) 
who tranfcribe with great accuracy, and tread 
with great exadtnefs in the tracks of their 
predeceflbrs : but as for clearing difficulties, 
throwing light upon obfcuritics, or placing 
events in tiicir natural order and diftance 
from the force of genius and penetration', 
or intenfe thinking ; he that expo^is to find 
much of that amongft them, will find him- 
felf Kuch dilappointed. 

Saul was a young man when he came 
to the crown ( i Sam. ix. 2), and his fisurth 
fon was forty years old when he died ( 2 Sam. 
ii. 10.}^ He died a king, and his reign was 
uninterrupted ; and yet fome commentators 
gravely fuppofe him to have reigned only 
two years. And, furely, no man that con- 
fiders this, will be much ftuprized to find 
David's long dwelling in the tents of Kedar, 
his marrying two wives in fucceffion, his 
return ioZipby his fubfequent reconcilement 
to Saul^ and flight to Gathy all crouded into 
tlie compafs of one year. 

However, taking it for granted^ that 

thefe tranfaftions took up more time than is 

allowed them, without prefuming to dc- 

0^2 termine 
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tormine how much, I fhall proceed to con- 
fider the diree laft of them in their order. 

The next news we hear of Davidy after 
his marriage with jiiigai/^ is, his being 
again at Zifib, and being a^in betrayed by 
the Ziphites *. 

Th£ numbers he fbpported would not 
aUow him to continue long in the fame plaoe^ 
and therefore he waj often obliged to Ihift 
for fubfiftencc. And I doubt not but hi* 
tong converfation with the Jrabiam ta«ght 
him how and when to do this to greatest 
advantage. 

We, 

• Tha account Mr. Sajh takes to be- tfe &me 
with that of his being at Ziph^ ch, xxiii. but without 
prefiiming, or, fliall I ft/, vouchfafing to give any reafom 
for hit opinion. In thi* he adcd wiftiy ; becaufe I am 

well fatiificd he could afGgn no reafcn for this aflertion* 
that could ftand the teft of the flighteft examination. 

Vihio-Da-vid was firft at Zifh, the Zif bites prefs 5«(rf 
to eo agair.fl him, with afTurances, that they would de- 
liver him into his hands ; but before Saul could reach- 
bim, DsvidOxpt into the wildcmelTof ^aw, and there 
nairowly efcaped in the mmner before related. 

At thii time the Zifhites barely inform ^«/ of D.wys. 
being in their neighbourhood : they neither prefi him tcy 
eo ieainfl: hini) nOr do they give dim any affurancc of 
adivewng David into his bands. Not the firft ; bccaufe 
they mfebt apprehend, thv Saul's refentment might now be 
tomewhat cooled (as, indeed, it feems to be ; for he neiihcp 
gives them the feme thanks, nor is he in the fame tranf- 
Sort upon their mforsmtion ) : Not the fecond i becaufc 
they were tuifucce&ful in their former engagement : ihe^ 
had leum by cxf GTience^ that Dsvid was not lb eafily 
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We do not read of his having been among 
the Zipbites fince their lafl treachery to him. 
And if he were not, it is probable they 
now dreaded his return, as ^ring the effects 
of his refentment ; and therefore they in- 
formed Saul of his retreat. 

It is juftly and judicioufiy obferved, that 
the injured often forgive, but the injurcr 
never : the fame malignity of mind which 
makes them do an injury, will not fuder 
them to forgive it ; they have no notion, 
that others have generofity enough to remit 
what they are fare they themfelves never 
would in the fame circumftances : and there- 
fore the injured are always treated by them 



to be fiirprizetl, or over-reached, as they at firft ima- 
gined- 

la the firft account, DaviJ, as was before noted, 
fhifced quick from Ziph to Matn : in the (econd, David 
continues ftill in Zipk, and in Ziph furprizes Saul in ihe 
midft of bii camp. — ■ In the firft, DaviJy with difficulty, 
eCcapcs Saul: in the lecond, Saul falls into David's hands. 

In the firft, David flia from Maoji to En^rdi : in the 

lecond, from Zifh to Gaib \ from whence he no more 
returned during the life of Saul. In a word ; all the ma- 
terial circumftances of time, place, and accidents, ante- 
cedent, fiibfequenc, and concomitant, relating to the firft 
expedition, are entirely different fromthofeof ihefecond. 
And if all thcfe are not able to countervail the weight of 
'M.T.Bajle'i Ipfe dixit i they that are of his opinion, torno 
better reafbns than his authority, arci witli great fubmi& 
fion, no very freethinkers. 

0^3 as 
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as irreconcilable enemies, whom the interefl: 
of their own fafety obliges them to opprefs. 

This, in all probability, was now the 
cafe of the Ziphites ; and, perhaps, if they 
had not thrown this temptation in his vray> 
Saul\ reajnciliation had continued longer 
uninterrupted. His refentment was like 
embers raked up, {Sup/f$^tos ctneri dolqfo) 
which the leaft roufing kindles anew. His 
chofen band of 3000 picked men was always 
jn a readinefs, and out he ilTucs with them 
once more againft Z)<iW(/, (fnd pitched^ {i.e. 
ffjscamp) as the text tells us, i Sam.xxvi. 3. 
jn the bill of M^cbilahy -which fV before Je- 
Jhimon ^ the way. David had before deceivr 
cd him, by hiding himfelf in a defencelefs 
and unfufpefled place, by the fide of the 
high-rt^d J apd Saul refolyed he fhould not 
play him the fame delulion a fecond time ; 
but he forgot that David was (oo good a 
foldier to attempt it } yveW knowing that Saul 
would npw be prepared for fuch a deceit. 
David therefore contented himfelf with re- . 
tiring intp tjip receffes of the wildernefs, and 
fending out fpies to obfcrve Saul's motions ; 
^d when he had learnt from them, that 
he was aftually come out in perfon, and 
whcr§ 
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where he was encamped, he walked up with 
only two companions, jihimeUcb the Hittite^ 
and jibijbai the fon of Zeruiah {David's 
iifter), and brother to yoa&y to an eminence, 
from whence he might take a diilind view 
of Saul's camp. And when he had well con- 
iidered and examined it, and thoroughly 
iatisficd himfelf of the very fpot in which 
Saul's tent flood, which was in the very 
centre of the camp, he afked his companions, 
which of them would go down * with him to 
Saulf and to the camp ? jihijhai anfwered. 
That he would. And accordingly, when 
they judged it late and dark enough for their 
purpofc, they took their way thither. 

If it be aflted. Why David chofe to go 
with one companion, rather than take both f 

I ANSWER, That fecrecy was now the 
great point ; and David thought himfelf 
fafer, in this rcfpeit, with a lingle com- 
panion. Lefs noife and accidents would at- 
tend on two, than on any greater number. 
Perhaps too, ^imekch was left behind with 

• This CTprelTion plainly fliews, that ihcy were then 
upon ao eminence higner than that of Saul's camp j for 
otherwile, as Smut's camp was pitched upon an hill, the 
expTcflioo muft have been, Who will ga «; with me ! 

Q^ dircs 
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diredions what meafures to take vnCiiDavid's 
men, in cafe of an alann. 

When they reached the camp, they found 
it in a deep quiet ; fleep and filcncc reigned 
throughout : fo on they patled until they came 
to the centre, where Saul'% tent Aood, (or, 
4s the LXX. underftand it, his chariot * ) 
and faw Mm ftretched out at his length £tll 
aOeep, with his fpear ftuck in the ground at 
his bolfter -f^ and ^ner and lus other cap^ 
tains lying round him, 

Abishjz 

• The mention of Saul's cbariot} puts me in mind of 
that part of the tible of F/v/v, mentioned by Vaujkmaiy 
that ho carried o£F Vrtftrpine in a chariot with goldca 
reios ; from whence he was called j^iTMft®', gold»n-rti*ed. 
Subjeas take their faihions from the prince. 5j»/cloathed 
the Ijratlite ladies with fcarlet and ^old : it ii a fair pre- 
funtptioti} chat they followed hisblhion. 

Gratias oblferves, that princes were anciently wont to 
repoTc them&ivei in their chariots during their atiode ia 
the camp. 

t This is much liich a piAure as Siliiii ItsSetu gives uf< 
oiM^lo ( the brother otHamabal) in his.icaoip ; ' 
_..-.....-. Jfcf degener Hit 
BtlBgtri ritit ttxrino aiemirs jacibit 
^giiltut ttrgOi t^ muluhat tfifiiafifmu. 
I^Mud front hafta viri terra defiia frofiii^MMj &c. 
SiLltal. lib. 7. v.2^1, ^fif, 

. ....... Nor he, degenerate 

I'rom martial rites, ftreich'd on an ox's hide. 
Forgot his cares in fleep j and near htin flood, 
Fuc"^ m the pOKsJi hisfpagfj £cc> 

Though 
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Abisr Ai thought this the hapfueft oj^tr 
tunity that conld ofier to rid David of his 
mortal and implacable enemy, and there- 
fore cameftly be^ed for leave to finite him ; 
alTuring him, that he {hould have no need to 
TcgeaX his blow : God (faid he) batb deli- 
vered tbine enemy into tbine band this dfff : 
,4tow tberefare let me/mite bim, I pray tbee, 
with tbejpear^ even to tbe eartb at once^ and 
I will not finite bim a fecond time. Rit 
Davidf ilill Aeady to his principles, and the 
generofity of his own heart, abfolutely forbad 
tim : Defirey bim not j Jbr wbo can ftretcb 
forth bis band againfi tbe Lord's anointed, 
and be gutltlefs ? ( i Sam. 26. 9.) adding 
moreover, that his life was in the hand of 

Though I ihink the weary and uncenrry'd TbrttiMms in 
HomtT give us Tuher a fironger imi^ of SmI and his 
camp: 
'Oi J^'tcAf xtifMr^ dS'i^fiiiTtt, Ef^itt J\ gfiw 

Arriving where the Tiraaam Iquadrons lay. 
And ea^d in fleep die labours of the day, 
Rang'd in three lines they view the proftrate band : 
The horfes yoak'd bcfidc each warrior ftand j 
Their arms io order on the ground reclin'd; 
Through the brown fhade ihefulgid weapons Ihin'dj 
Amidft lay Hhafttty ftrctch'd in flerp profound, 
Andthevrtiitc fteeds behind his chariot bound. 

Feme's H.<m», lUsd. lo.' 

God- 
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God, who would take him off in his own 
time, and in the manner he thought heft : 
but as for hirofelf, The Lord foriid(ikyshc) 
that I Jhouldjiretib forth mine band agair^ 
the Lord's anointed. Upon this, he orders 
^jkai to take away the fpcar and the crafe 
of water * which was at SauV^ bolftcr, and 
come away inftantly with them. He did 
fo } and they returned, as they came, in fUU 
filcnce through the lleepjng ranks» without 
being feen or heard of any mortal : The^ gat 
them away, (lays the text) and no man Jaw 
iff nor knew it, neither awaked; for they 
•were all ajleep, becaufe a deep Jleep from the 
Jjord was upon them. 

Whether any thing fupcrnatural be 
meant by this cxprcflion of a deep feep from 
the Lardy (as the bcft commentators think 
there is) or the facred penman ufed it only 
in conformity to the ftyle of the Hebrews^ 
who are wont to add the name of God to 



* Some imagine tbis to be a etepjydra, or one of thofc 
water waich-mcafures ufed by the ancients in their camps : 
others, that it was only a vcflcl of water kept for wafliin^* 
in cafe of l^al pollutions : and others, tiiat it was Jaid 
there for driolc, in cafe of thirft, which the heat of the 
feafon might well create a demand for j for it was about 
the timeoflheep-fhearing. 



any 
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any thing that is extraordinary, J^ ihall not 
take upCHi me to determine. 

Whept David and his companion had 
ganed a confidcrablc diftance from the camp, 
and afcendcd an eminence oppofite to it, 
( probably the fame from whence they had 
before obfcrved it) David called out, as 
loud as he could, to J^ner^ that the king 
and the whole camp might hear him, up- 
braiding him with a ^ure in his duty, and 
negleA in guarding the king as he ought *, 
who but now had a narrow efcape, inafmuch 
as there had been one Jn his camp with a fiill 
purpofe to deftroy him ; a negled: for which 
thofe who had the care of his facred perfon 
well deferved to die : — Art not thou { fays 
he to Abner) a iialiant man f and 'who it 
like to thee in IJ'rael ? Wherefore then bafi 
thou not kept thy lord the king ? For there 
fame one of the people in to dejiroy the king 
thy lord^ &c. Ai the Lord liveth^ ye are 
worthy to die -f-, becaufe ye have not kept 

* SmuI had now the f»me excure ihar Fh'Hf uff ed for 
hirordf for fleeping inhiacamp: I p^ty faid he, iwd^ye 
J kvtio Antqdier lusked. 

■\ 'Epaminondas, finding a foldier adcep upon his guard, 
flew him ; and defended himfelt by barely riying> He left 
"pirn at be had found bim. 

your 
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ytfur majier the Lord's anointed. .And now 
fee "where tbej^ear ts^ and the crufe of water 
that was at his holder. 

MiLiTARTT men, whoarethebeft jadges, 
will, I believe, ^ree, that this fpecch is in 
the true ffurit of a good foldier, a brave 
man, and a £iithlxil Tubjed. The cmfe and 
the fpear were at once fufficient proofs t>f 
the king's danger and deliverance : but David 
was above mendoning the author of either j 
he would not betray his friend, and he 
icomed to boaft himfelf. 

Saul knew David's voice; and it is 
obvious to think, that he could not but know 
at the fame inftant who was his deliverer. 
Who could be author of this fccond unheard, 
of gencrofity, but the author of the firft ? 
This generofity, the piety and magnanimity 
that govern'd it, and the bafe helliQi returns 
that were made to it, crouded into his mind 
at once, and overwhelmed him with Oiame 
and forrow. 

Ih this condition he cried out, Is this tiy 
voicey n^fon J^avid ? .And Xfavid anjweredy 
It is my voice, my lord, O king ! He then 
added, (the reader muft take it from the 
original, for I can find no other words to 
exprefs 
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cxpreffi it by) Wherefore doth my Lord thus 
purfue after bisfervant ? For •what have I 
done f or what evil is in my hand ? Now 
therefore^ I prof tbee^ let my lord the king 
hear the leordt of kisfervanf. If the Lord 
batbjiirred thee up again/l me, let bim accept 
an offering i i.-e. if God hath excited you 
againft me', on the fcore of any guilt for which 
I deferve to die ; behold, here I am, ready to 
be iacrificed in atonement for it : but if they 
be the children ofmen, curfed be they before 
the Lord ; for tbey bave driwn me out this 
day from abiding in the inheritance of the 
Lordt fayir^y Go feroe other gods *. Now 
therefore let not my blood fall to the earth be- 
fore the face of the Lord tfor the kingoflfrael 
is come out tofeek a flea^ as ivben one dotb 
hunt a partridge in the mountains. 

This reasoning, this duty, this fubmif- 
fion not only foftencd, but even humbled 
the haughty and obdurate heart of Saul- 
humbled it, if not into a thoroi^h penitent 

• DriviDgflmanstnong idolaters, wa5,iiief!i:^,f3rcing 
him to become an idolater j and a man's forcing another to 
befi),wasascrimin!il>a£ifhewerebim(elfBnMoUter. It if 
very retnarkable> that David here laments no prefait lofs, 
or excluGon tsoai junr!ght> other than that of being (hue 
out from the divine ordinaDces, tai forced among the 
worAiippers of idols. 

con. 
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confeflion^ yet, at Icaft, into an open ac* 
knowledgment of guUt and folly : / b^oe 
Jinned (fays he) : return y my fon David ; 
fir I will no more do thee barm, hecaufe my 
foul was precious in tbine eyes this d^ : 
beboldj I bave played tbe fool^ and have 
erred exceedingly. 

UpoK which David defired, he would 
pleaie to order one of his fervants to come to 
him, and take back the king's fpear ; and 
then added this fotcmn prayer and appeal to 
God: T^f Lord render to every man bis 
rigbteoufnefs, and his faithfulnejs : fir tbe 
Lord delivered thee into my band to day ; bvi 
Iwould not Jiretcbfirtb mine bandagainfi tbe 
Jjords anointed. j4nd beboldj as thy life 
was much fet by this day in mine eyes ; fi let 
my lifi be much fet by in tbe eyes of tbe Lord^ 
and let bim deliver me out of all tribulation. 

After which, 5W concluded with this 
kind and prophetick farewel : Blejjed be 
tboUy my fon David I thou Jbalt both do great 
things, and alfo Jbalt JlHl prevail. 

So David went oh his way, and Saul 
returned to his place, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XX. 

Mr. BayleV OhjeBions to this part of. 
the Sacred Hifloty conjidered. 

TH E reader, who hath beca convcr- 
fant in fome late fafliionable writings, 
■wilt not, I believe, be furprizcd to find d»js 
part of the Sacred Hiftory varioufly obj^ed 
to ; nor will he, I hope, be difpleafed to fee 
thofe "ofcgeftiDns «miuted Mid. caft down in 
their full ftrength. 

In the firft place, it is objeftcdy That 
David was at too great a diftance for this 
converlation, which is laid to have followed 
after the taking away o{ Saul's fpear; for 
the text exprcfiy fays, that when he began 
it, he^ ftood upon the top of an hill, afar off. 

I ANSWER, 1/, That this expreffion, (2/ar 
eff^ may admit of two very plain, and yet 
very different fenfes. Zaul now ftood on the 
xo^ of one hiU-, and Da^d oa the top of 
another contiguous to it j the diftance, dien, 
from Saul to David^ reckoning the defccnt 
of one hiH and the afc^t of the other,, 
might reaUy be conliderable,. e^ted^y in 
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a country where the hills are high, fleef^ 
and precipitous, and both the defcent and 
afccnt winding and difficulty which is the 
cafe of yudea ; and yet the real diftance in 
a right line between thofc fiunmiis very 
inconfiderable. And this I take to have 
been the cafe. David therefore might at 
the fame time be near enough to Saul to 
hear, and to be heard by him ; and yet, 
with regard to the dilbtnce and dango: of a 
purfuit fr(»n him, really afar off. 

I ANswERj zdfyy That this converfation, 
as appears from the tenor of the relation, was 
held in the calm and filence of the morning ; 
at which time it is almcA incredible to fay at 
what diftance the human voice may be heard 
with cleamefs and diftin<£tion» efpecially in 
a clear, elaftick air, fuch as that of Judea : 
and it is beyond all doubt, that men have 
often heard even the crowing of a cock at 
a much greater dillance than is neceflary to 
be fuppofed in this conference. And yet 
many of thefe founds united are not equal to 
^he force of one human vace exerted in all 
its articulate flrength. 

The intelligent reader will, I am fure, 
gladly lave; me the trouble of a fiiller confu- 
tation. The 
a 
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The next objedion is of more weight, 
as it comes from a man of allowed learning 
and parts, I mean Mr.B^iy/i?. But, perhaps, 
it may lofe fome of its weight, when the reader 
Ihall pleafe to confider, that it comes from a 
great broacher of paradoxes, an induftrious 
dillentcr from men of learning, and a known 
patron of all the errors that ever obtained in 
the world from its foundation ; a defender 
even of contrary and contradidlory errors. 
However, let his reafons, not his authority, 
be weigh 'd in this difpute. 

H IS main objedtion is, That thefe accounts 
oiSaul'$ danger, and David's generofity, in 
the cave, and in the camp, are in reality but 
two different relations of one and the fame 
tranfadtion. And his reafons for believing 
fo are as follow : 

ijij Because the Scriptures make no 
reflexions, in the fecond relation, upon this 
repeated ingratitude of Saul^ in perfecuting 
David, after he had before given him his 
life. And, 

2dly, Because the fpeeches on the 
fecond occafion are pretty near the fame with 
thofe on the firft, 

R To 
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To the firft of thefe objedions, I anfwer ; 
Neither do the Scriptures make any re- 
flexions upon Saul\ ingratitude, in firft per- 
fecuting David after he had faved both him 
and his country : Neither do they make 
any reflexions upon his perfidy and ingrati- 
tude in giving Micbal to another, after flio 
was folemnly promifed to David. Does it 
follow from hence, that there was no fuch 
thing as fuch a promife, and fuch a perfecu- 
tion ? And yet it is full as reafonable to 
expeft reflexions in either of thefe cafes as 
in the other. 

They make no reflexions upon Saul's 
perjury, in attempting fo often upon David's 
life, after he had folemnly fworn to "Jona- 
than that he ihould not be flain. Are we to 
believe therefore, that no fuch attempts 
were ever made ? And if he attempted 
upon him after the firft reconciliation, rati- 
fied by an oath, why not after the fecond, 
and why not after the third, which were 
not fo ratified ? And yet the facred writers 
tio-whcre refleift, that one was the fecond 
reconciliation, and the other the third. 
When Saul darted his fpear a fecond time 
at Davidt the facred writer no-where tells 
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us, to aggravate his ingratitude, that this was 
the fccond time he attempted upon the life 
of his bcft benefaftor (the courfe of the rela-* 
tion fuffidcntly ihcwcd it to be the fccond 
time) : nor do they make any fuch re*- 
flexion even when he attempted him a third 
time. Shall we then believe the accounts of 
this fecond and tWrd attempt w be mere 
forgeries ? What wild work would fuch 
objeiftions, were they of any weight, make 
with all the hiftones of the worlds if a defi. 
dcncy of reflexions muft infer a deficiency 
of truth I And therefore I iball difmifs thb 
important objection with one plain, obvious 
obfervation ; That the facred hiftorians de- 
light not in fuch reflexions as every readef 
can make to himfelf, ahd naturally arife 
from the matter before him. They defpife 
fuch minutenejTcs ; and it is one of their 
diftinguifhing charaflers, that they do^ 
They referve thcmfelves (as becomes thcifi* 
dignity) for great occafions. And to infer 
any thing to their difadvantage on this ac^ 
rount, is, in truth, to infer ftroogly to the 
difadvantage of the human folly and fuffi* 
ciencyt 
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It is urged, in the next place, (at leaft, 
it is infinuated) That Da'vid'^ fpcech, and 
Saul's anfwcr, are much the fame upon both 
occafions ; and therefore the occafions are 
in reality but one and the fame. 

I ANSWER, That the danger and the 
generofity being the fame on both occafions, 
the fentiraents arifing in, the heart muft be, 
in a great part, the fame on both. And 
yet, whoever reads them, will find variety 
enough to charatSerize and diftinguifh 
them by. 

In the firft, David calls only to the king, 
becattfe he had only to do with him : in the 
fecond, he calls firft to the people ; and then 
to yihner^ and reproaches him with wc^oGt 
in guarding his prince : nor does he addrefs 
himfelf to the king, 'till the king firft calls 
tohinri. In the firft, Saul^ ftruck with Z)<j- 
vid'i generofity, lift up his voice and wept, 
but witliout any confeflion cither of guilt or 
folly : in the fecond, he confefles both, but 
without weeping. — In the firft, the im- 
preffion of David's generofity, a thing new 
and unheard-of, had its natural eifedt : there 
was no ftriking novelty or furprize in the 
fecond -, Saul was prepared for it. But, at 
the 
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the fame time that nature had lefs to do 011 
this occafion, reafon had more : his whole 
army were now a fecond time witnefles of 
David's gcnerofity ; there was a neceffity 
of faying fomething to fatisfy them ; and 
what lefs could fatisfy them, than a general 
confeflion of folly and guilt ? and that he 
makes. 

Again: In the firft, Saul, convinced 
that David would one day come to the 
crown, intercedes for his pofterity ; and 
exads an oath from David, that he would 
not cut them off. This was the moft im- 
portant and interefting part of the whole 
conference. If thefe are but different rela- 
tions of the fapie conference, it is llrange 
how the mpft qiaterial and concerning part of 
the whole fiiould be left out in the laft ac- 
count. But the truth is, this point being 
fix'4 by Saul m the firfl conference, there 
was no need of repeating it in the fecond. 

But fuppofe our accounts of both con- 
ferences were in fubftancc the fame j would 
it follow, that the occafions were not dif-r 
ferent ? Livy tells us, that when Manliui. 
was profecuted by the tribunes, for aftetting 
tct make himfelf greater dian «^s conHA^nt 
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with the freedom of the commonwealth, he 
defended himfelf by applying to the paffions 
of the people j pointing to the capitol, and 
{Minting the deliverance he had wrought 
for them th^e~; and that he did this feveral 
times, and the appeal always had its tSeiX^ 
Suppofe thcfe fpceches had been prcfcrved, 
and found in fubftance the fame ; would any 
reader of common fenfe, infer, that in reality 
he had never made but one fpeech ? and that 
thofe relations left, of his having fpoken them 
at different times, were nothing but foi^ery 
and delufion ? 

But fhould not Saul have owned, that 
this was the fccond inftance of David^s 
generality to him ? that it was the fecond 
time that he owed him his life ? And if he 
had done fo, Mr. Bayle had been fatisfied . 
— that is, if Saul had had that ingenuity 
which a generous fpirit (houldhave, Mr. Bayk 
would have believed the tmth of the facred 
hiftory. Perhaps be would : but, poffibly, 
others would rather diftelieve it on that 
aecouftt. Are generofity and ingenuity any 
parts of Saul's character ? And did any 
hiftory ever lofe credit by reprefenting perfons 
in charat^er 1 or gain any by 4rawing them 
out 
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out of character ! Does not Saul do as much 
as could be expedcd from a man of his 
complexion ? black, iaturnine, ungrateful, 
envious, proud ! / have finned (fays he) ; 
return^ myjhn David; for Iwill no more do 
thee barm^ becauje my foul luas precious in 
thine eyes this day : -— Behold, 1 have played 
tbejvol i — / have erred exceeding^. Had 
S!tfa/beenaman of an ingenuous fpirit, his con- 
£:flion had, doubtlefs, been more explicit and 
aggravated j whereas it is now the direct 
contrary : the guilt gradually alleviated, and 
diminifhed almoft to nothing : Aril: it is fin ; 
— then it i% folly, — ^d, laftly, it \& error. 
— - But, however, error as it was, it was 
error in excefs ; and that, furely, mull at 
leaft imply degrees and repetition. Were 
the fin, the folly, and the error, all but one 
ad ? Befides all this, though Saul had not 
ingenuity enough to make an explicit con- 
feffion of David's repeated generolity to 
him, yet is it folly itnplied, where- he tells 
him, that he (hall both do great things, and 
fiill prevail ; /. e. as he had prevailed over 
him before, fo he (hould always. 

But, it feems, David himfelf does not 

i"^ mu<^ as hint, that tliis was the f^^rond 

^ 4 timp 
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time that he had given Saul his life. I own, 
he does not : and I own, I believe Mr. Bayle 
thought be would, had he been in Davi/J's 
place. And I fhaH take leave to anfwer him, 
as a great poet of the laft age did to a very 
lively objetSor on another occafion * : Z Re- 
lieve , Sir^ you would : hut theUj Sir, you 'will 
pleafe to remember, that you are m hero. ■ 
The man that could have the greatnefs of 
foul to fave his enemy twice, was not capa- 
ble of the littlenefs of upbraiding him with it. 
David^s two points feem to be thefe ; to 
take no merit to himfelf from his generofity, 
and to impute^ no demerit to Saul from his 
bafenefs. As to the firft, the reader will 
plainly perceive, that, when he mentions 
the king's danger, he carefully avoids the 
ieafthint of his having any merit in faving his 
life. — And as to the fecond, he is induftrious 
to remove all fufpicion of his charging Saul 
with any guilt upon his own fcore, and to 
place the perfecution to the fcore of his own 
demerit, which moved God to excite 5tf»/ 

• A young gentleman objefled to Mr. DfyJem, that 
his Spartan Hiro was too cold and infenfible to the 
addrefles of the E^7p;M» queen ; adding, that he was fure 
he (hould not be lb, were he inCltomtnei's place. I btlitve 
yS too, fiys Mr. Dry den : but praj. Sir, pleaje to rememter^ 
tkatjieu tremiteio. 
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againft him ; or, at worft, to the fcOre of 
thofe evil counfellors, whofe advice forced 
him away from the inheritanceof God. He 
avoids, with great delicacy and addrefs, ib 
much as the mention or lead hint of his 
own merit towards him, 'till SauV& fhameful 
diminution of his guilt extorted a very flight 
and modeft remembrance of it : and even 
then he fays not, that he faved his life ; but 
barely, that he abftained from taking it 
away ; and, that it was much fet by in his 
eyes. In a word, nothing can be conceived 
more truly generous and heroicfc, than Da- 
vid's \vholc conduit upon this head. 

In the laft place, Mr. Bayk tells us. 
That if he faw two narratives of this nature 
either in MHan or Valerius Maxi/ims, he 
fliould make no difficulty to believe, that it 
was one and the fame fad: j which, being 
related different ways, ferved for the fabjcQ: 
of different articles or chapters. 

That is ; If Mr. Bayle had found two 
narratives of this kind in fcrap-coUedors, m 
the compilers of patch-work, unconnedicd 
hiftories, that had no relation to one another, 
he would make no difficulty to cwiplude, 
they related to one fait, d^c. And there- 
fore 
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fore he will ccsicludc the ikme, when he 
£nds them fet down in their order of tim6 
and place } and with all poflible marks and 
characters of diftJn£tion, in one of the moft 
wderfy, regular, well-deduced hlAories that 
ever was penned. 

If the admirers of Mr. BajU can find any 
cwnplacence either in the cicatnefs of thi* 
reafcKiing, or in the candour and ingenuity 
Aat condudt it % I will venture to fay, 
thdr enemies have nothing worfe to wifh 
them. 

I w I LL not prefutne to fay, that there is 
fuch a minute cUtail and connexion of events 
in die books oi Samuel^ as in thofe ofLivy 
or Tbucydides (GottforHd there Ihould ! ) : 
but are they, for that reafon, as unconnedted 
as thofe oiMlian^ or Valerius Maximus ? 

If tWs be candour, what is chicanery ? 

Let us now confider the fails in their 
hiilorical order of time and place. 

The adventure of the cave was foon after 
SauH return from repelling the Fbiliftine 
invalion, which delivered David out of his 
hands ( I Stfw.xxiv.). It was in the day, 
in a cave, at the foot of the mountains of 
Engedi, Saul was alone in the cave, and 
pavid 

I 
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David had all his men about him : and die 
proof of his having had Saul in his power, 
was, the &irt of his robe : it was before 
David went to Paran^ and before he mar- 
ried J^igail. 

The adventure of the camp was, by the 
lowcft computation, one year later ; it was 
in the wilderncfs of Ztph^ thirty mila 
diftant from EttgeJi, in a camp, on a hill, hj 
night. David attended but with one ctnn- 
panion, and Saui in the centre of his whole 
army ; and David's proof of having him in 
his power, his fpear and crafe of water talcen 
from his bolfter. It was after David's mar- 
riage with Alfigaii, and juft before his final 
departure to Gatb ; from whence he 
returned no more until after Saul's death. 
And the conference fhews, that he vras then 
determined to leave the land : 7iey have 
driven me out (faith he) this day from 
adding in the inheritance of the Lord. He 
was now reduced to his lall refource ; and 
that was, abfolutely toquit his country, and 
go amongft infidels. If Mr. Bayle had at- 
tended to this very diftrefsful and very 
remarkable circumilance, he would have 
^^^ f<Hmd 
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jbood this iecond adventure fuffidcndy di- 
ffii^uUhed by it from the firft. 

I CANNOT quit this head without ob- 
ferving,onoe more upon the fingular polite- 
nefs and refinement of this expoihiktion } in 
which David carefully avoids all appearance 
of reproach or cenfure upon his priuce, and 
charges the whole odium of his perfwnition 
upon the influence of his evil advifers. 

I WILL only add, that the battles of 
]^us and Arbela^ or of Cr^Jfi and Agencmrty 
have not more or clearer marks of diftinftion, 
than thefe two adventures. And if, after 
all, they are one and the fame ; what cri- 
terion is there, or can there be, of any one 
hiftorical truth from the foundation of the 
world ? 

Calumniate boldly^ (fays the pro- 
verb) and fometbing ivHl flick. Modem in- 
fidels, not contented with adopting this. 
maxim, have added another to it : Contra- 
diS boldly f andf(mebody mil believe it. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI. 

David flies to Achiih King ^Gath ; 
from thence he removes to Ziklag. 
Mr, Bayle'j Cenfure of his ConduB 
there. 

AN D now David, weary of wander- 
ing, weary of ftruggling with Saul'i 
implacable fpirit, weary of the unequal 
conflia between too dangerous gencrofity, 
and too relentlefs malice j weary of fubfift- 
ing by the fpoils of his enemies, or bounty 
of his friends ; and, probably, lince the affair 
oi Nabaly in terror of too much refcnting 
their neglefls, refolves at laft to quit his 
country, and throw himfelf, once more, 
under the protei5lion of its enemies. 

This, I think, hath always been the 
rcfource of great fubjedts in diftrefs. This 
drove Themifiocki to Perjia, and Jicibtades 
to Sparta. And though I will not take upon 
me to juftify a criminal fubjo5t in this con- 
duft J yet an innocent man, fuch as David, 
I think 1 well may ; cfpecially when he hath 
tried all means of reconciliation and juflifi- 
cation, 
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cation, and all other methods of fubfiAenCej 
and finds no rectidtybutin this. It wouldother- 
vnCe follow, that every good man was tamely 
to give up his life to every caprice of a merci* 
lefs tyrant : a principle which, I bsUeve, no 
wife and good man will venture to advance. 

However, this refolution of David'^ 
IS, I think, univerfally cenfured by the com- 
mentators, on account of his neglet^g to 
confult God, either by his prieft, or by his 
preset, before he fixed upon it. Goo 
had commanded him before to go into tlu 
land oijudab ( t Sam. xxii. 5.). And, furc- 
ly, he fliould not have left that, to go- into 
a heathen country, without a like divine 
command, or, at leaft, pcrmillion. And 
therefore moft writers afcribe this refolution 
to irant of grace, and a proper confidence in 
the' protection of that God, who had fo 
often and fo fignally delivered, him in th& 
greateft exigencies. And I own, I cannot 
help concurring with them. And, indeed, 
it muft be allowed to be the refolution of a 
mere man, governed by motives merely 
human : He /aid in bis heatty I Jhall now 
Perijb one day iy the hand of Saul : tbete is 
nothing better for me^ than that I Jhould 
Jpeedily 
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jpeedily efcape into the land of the PbiUJiines ; 
andSaulJballdeJPair ofme^ tofeekmt at^ more 
in any coaft of Jfrael : Jo Jhall I efcape out of 
his band. This is a natural painting of what 
pafles in the anxious heart, oppre0ed with 
difficulties, cailing about and conAdering 
every way to efo^, and at lail refolving 
upon what appears the propereft. 

The truth is, he was now in a diilrefsful 
dilemma ; either to ftay at home in perpetual 
dread and hazard of his life, or take refine 
among idolaters, where they could not beat 
the frra cxercife of his religion, nor he the 
abominations of theirs. 

Besides all this, his only profpefl: of 
human protei^on was from the enemies of 
his country. To owe his fafcty to the ene- 
mies of his country ! perhaps be forced to 
]<»a them againft his country ! •< — to be con- 
federate with heathens againft I/rael ! how 
grievous muft this be to his godly and patriot 
fpirit I This, furely, was a difficulty that 
called for the divine aid. 

JosEPHUS tells us, what b very natural 

to believe, that he advifed with his friends 

upon the matter. And, doubdefs, it was 

not until he had their confent, that he arofe 

(as 
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(as the text tells us he did) and paffedmef^ 
•with tbejix hundred men that "were witb bim^ 
vnto Acbijh the fin df Mooch king ofGatb. 

JosEpHUS tells us, that he advifed with 
his friends on this OCcafion : but no writer 
informs us, that he advifed with God. And 
I am afraid this is too often the cafe of the 
beft men, (I beg the unferious reader's par- 
don for the refle^on ) to advife with their 
friends, and with their own hearts, and 
leave God out of their confultations, by 
negleding to implore his aid and diretSion. 

As to David J one would imagin that the 
danger he ran before in the fame place, from 
the fame fundamental error, fliould have 
taught him better : but, in all probability, 
he contented himfelf with ilipulating for 
protedtion, maintenance, &c. at this time, 
which he had before neglefted. 

Most writers agree, that this -^ir^y^, to 
whom David now fled, was not the Achijb 
by whom he was fo unhofpitably received, and 
from whom he fo narrowly efcaped when he 
was before at Gatb. And, indeed, I think 
his being here called ^Ay^ the fon aiMaocb^ 
fufficiently implies him to have been another 
pcrfori J for thofe words can, in the nature 

of 
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of the thing, have no ufe, but to diftinguifli 
this Achijh from another of the fame name. 
And, indeed, this Achijh feems as well 
diftinguilhed from the other, by the reft of 
his charafter, as by that of the fon oiMaach. 

Bur this, by the way, is a fair proof, 
tbat this book was written at the time that 
it is faid to have been written ; inafmuch as 
this diftindUon was information enough to 
the people of that age, but could neidicr be 
given or received as fuch either by any writer 
or reader of any fubfequent age *. 

The kindnefs with which ^c^^ received 
David^ is beft eftimated by the efFefts : he 
lodged him and his men, with their wives 
and houfliolds, in the royal city at Gatb% 
until DaviJ, thinking himfelf and his fol- 
lowers too burdenfom- to his benefactor, 
where the royal refldence greatly increafed 

* And therefore, though this chandler no way infortns 
me who this Achijh was, whether a brother, a fon, or 
even of the fame family with the j^chi/b beforc-meo- 
lioned i ycc I Oiay fairly conclude, that the note was 
added, CO diftin^iiilh him from fome other. I am farif- 
fied it was a fufficient mark of dilliniSion of this jithi/b 
from all others, when it was (ei down : but to us, at this 
diftance, it can be no mark of dirtiniftion, but of this 
jithilh from one other ; that other being the only Aehilb 
we hitherto bear of, except this : — nor can I believe ic 
•Wis inlerted ia vain even i^itb regard to ui. 

5 the 
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the expence of his fupport; or, perhaps, 
finding himfelf Icfs at liberty there to cxer- 
cife the forms and duties of his religion ; 
and, it may be, often vexed, as Lot was in 
S^dontj with the cotrverfation of the ungodly ; 
he defired to be removed to fome place of 
more retirement : which was accordingly 
granted, and Zicklagy on the frontiers of 
yudabj appointed for his reception, and put 
wholly into his power. Which, furely, was 
not an ill-judged tnift : there was no doubt 
of David's defending it, the beft he could, 
againft his mortal enemy. 

When Saul heard that David was fled 
to Gathy he defpaired of getting him into his 
power, as David forefaw he would, and fo 
gave over a further fearch of him. 

To David at Zicklag many of his friends 
reforted, and among them feveral confider- 
able men of Saul's own tribe and kindred ; 
twenty-two captains of great diftinftion are 
numbered by name, whom the Scriptures 
defcribe as very valiant and expert warriors : 
T&ey were armedwiib btms^ (faith the text) 
and could ufe both the rigbt-band and the left 
in burling floneSy and Jhooting arrows out of 
a b<m. They iaw David now in iafety, aiid 
they 
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tfeey thought they might be fo tooj in de- 
claring for him. It was now no fecret, that 
Samuel had long lince anointed him to the 
throne -, or, that 'Jonathan had long fince rc- 
iigned his pretenfions to him. Saul was djf- 
turbed with evil paflirnis^in thedecline, and not 
to be depended upon. David was the great 
hope and flay of the kingdom^ and it was na- 
tural to turn their eyes upon him. To declare 
early for him, was the fure way to engage 
his favour ; and the only one that could 
cAliterate the remembrance of their enmity, 
which had made him an exile and an out- 
law. 

In this city of Zickla^ David refided a 
full year and four months ; and as it was a 
frontier of little ftrength, and, of confe- 
qucnce, much cxpofed to incurfions and 
ravages, it is not probable that David could 
derive any great advantages towards his fup- 
port from the produit of the place, whofe 
name fome criticks have derived from its 
ncceffities * : and therefore, fince he would 
not be burdenfome to the king, (and, furely, 
it were very ill judged to be fo) he had no 
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way to fubfift but by depredations j and his 
patriot fpirit foon prompted him to fubfift 
rather at the expence of his enemies than his 
friends -, and, at the fame lime, to confider 
the enemies of his country, as his own. 

There were yet fome remains of the 
Amorites, and other ancient inhabitants of 
the country j whom God, from their inve- 
terate and incorrigible wickednefs, had com- 
manded to be extirpated : and, in deflroy- 
ing thefe, he might at once fubfift him- 
felf, ferve his country, and not injure hu 
benefaftor. 

These conflderations quickly determined 
him : and therefore, as long as he continued 
in that country, he employed himfelf in 
continual ravages upon thofe mifcreants j 
and took his meafures fo well, that whatever 
quarter he invaded, he utterly deftroyed : 
(as Lii'vy fays oi Martius) Ne nuntios quidem 
cladis reliquit : He left nobody behind him 
to complain of the calamity. 

Mr. Bayle ccnfures this condudt; and 
fays, it was unjuftifiable in David, being a. 
private man, to a£l thus, without a warrant 
from Achjjh, or from Gqd} he had no 
warrant from Jchijh^ for he a^ted contrary 

to 
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to his intentions ; nor from any prophet ; 
nor from infpiration ; becaufe the Scriptures 
are filcnt upon this head. 

The reader will pleafe to obferve, that 
all Mr. Bayies reafonings againft David arc 
grounded upon one fundamental error ; and 
that is, that he adted, in all his exile, merely 
as a private man. He forgets, that he was 
eleded and anointed to the kingdom ; and 
dut the fame Spirit of God, which once 
infpired Saul with all regal virtues, was now 
gone over to David, and refted with him. 
And it were very ftrange \i David^ as a Idng- 
eled: of Ifraely could have any guilt, in do- 
ing that which Saul, as a king in poffeffion, 
was dcpofed for not doing. 

But the Scriptures are filent upon the 
point ; and therefore he was guilty -— 

This, fure, is eaiily retorted: The 
Scriptures are filcnt as to any guilt of his 
upon this head ; and therefore he was not 
guilty. 

I MIGHT add, That the Scriptures acquit 
him of all deliberate, known, executed 
guilt, except in the matter of Uriah. 

And as to a commiffion from Acbijh^ 

Mr, Bayh forgets that David waited upon 

S 3 jicbijh 
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Acbifi after his return from his incurfions, 
to g^ve him an account of them, and prefoiC 
him with the fpoil. Does not this plainly 
imply his pcrmlinon and authority to make 
incurlions ? The fpoil he brought ta Gatb ; 
but the people he did not : becaufe, if be 
bad, it would foon have been known that 
they were not Jews (i Sam. icxvii. 11.): 
jind David Javed neither man nor •woman 
eJive, to bring to Gath^ f^yif^gy hefi tbey 
Jhould tell on us, &c. a text which hath 
been ftrangely mifunderftood, by the inter- 
pofition of the word tidings *, which entirety 
perverts the fenfe of it. For if he had 
fpared them, it was not eafy for them to 
carry any intelligence of what was done to 
Gatb i fince the whole tribe of Judab lay 
between the PhUiJlines and thofe regiopa 
which he wafted. 

The fpoil of oxen, aftes, and camels i>4>- 
vid (as I now obfervcd) conftantly brought 
to Acbijb ; and, it is to be prefumed, fub- 
mitted them to his difpofal : and therefore, 
fuppofing the people fo deftroyed in no allj-. 

* In the Engli/h trandalion it isj « fr^'sg tidings to 
Ctth: whcreu in [he original it b, br J'ved neither mart 
IT vamsw ulivf « king it C«th, 
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ance with AcbiJB^ David was thus hr rather 
beiKficent, thaa injurioas to his protedor. 
And it is certain, that there is no fort of 
rcafon to believe them in alliance with him, 
but quite the contrary. 

But it is ui^ed and aggravated, that 
David deceived his benefadtor, and made 
him believe, that the perfons fo ravaged 
and deftroycd were Ifraelites. 

I OWN he did : but let the reafons why 
he did fo be calmly and candidly con- 
fidcrcd. 

AcHiSH wanted to be affured of Z)d Ws 
inviolable attachment to him : and nothing 
could give him fo effedhial an affiirance of 
that, as the enmity of his own countrymen. 

Now Davidy who knew his own inte- 
grity, and knew himfelf to be ^thfiil to his 
benefaftor, knew that this proof of it was 
not necefiary, nor would any way advance 
the king's intercft j and therefore tliought 
he might make ufe of an innocent deception, 
to infpire jicbijh with all the affurance and 
confidence in him that he delired, and David 
deferved. 

I WILL not Ibnd up in a ftridt defence 

of this condud. It was indeed a deception : 

S 4 but 
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but if it injured nobody, (as I apprehend it 
did not) I njuft Own I am utterly at a lofs 
what degree of guilt to charge upon i(. 

This muft be allowed, that all habits 
of deception have a natural tendency to 
biafs (he mind, and warp it from truth j 
and therefore ought carefully to be avoided, 
even where the deception is innocent. 

And there is this further prefumption againft 
them, that we often find them attended with 
evil confequences, as in the prfifent caft j 
for wc find, that this deception infpired 
Achijh with fuch a confidence of David's 
iniriolable attachment to him, as determined 
him to make him captain of his life-guard. 



CHAP. xxir. 

^jthe Philiftines engage in a new War 
againfi Saul. David i?wited to it. 
Saul'j Adventure with the Python- 
ff? 0t pndor. 

Tti E Philipnes, recniited about this 
time, as Sir Jfaac Newton judges, by 
Vaft numbers of men driven out of Egypt by 
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jimqfis, refolve upon a new war with Ifrael. 
Nor were SamueV% death and David's dif. 
grace (as we may well judge) mconfiderable 
motives to it. 

AcHisH knew DaviJ's merit, and had 
a thorough confidence in his fidelity, and 
therefore refolved to take him with him to 
the war. Accordingly he moved the matter 
to David; and David, as commentators 
think, made him a doubtful anfwer. The 
mod probable opinion is, that he would 
not refolve upon fo extraordinary a ftcp with- 
out confulting God, either by his prieft or 
his prophet. And therefore, when Acbijh 
told him. He muft go with him to battle ; 
he only anfwered, Surely thou Jhalt knovi 
mshat tbyferadnt can do. Upon which Acbijh 
replied, 'Therefore will I make thee keeper of 
mine head for ever ; that is, in the prcfent 
military llyle, he promifed to make him 
capEun of his life-guard : and we find, by 
the fequel, that he did accordingly. 

Since then we find David proceed fo 
fax, as to attend Achijk to Apbeck, the place 
appointed for the affembling of the Pbilijiine 
forces ; I think there is no rcafon to doubt, 
fhat he went thither with honeft intentions 
towards 
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(owards his {»ote£tor ; and that he did this 
by the divine perqiiilion. 

Now, forafmuch as the event of this vnr 
tamed upon a remarkable piece of miC- 
condufk in SauU as a captain ^ and a grievous 
and deliberate violation of his known duty 
to God, as his Creator and his King ; the 
iacred hiftorian here interrupts the courfe of 
his relation, to acquaint us mth that event ; 
and, in order to it, acquaints us with the 
fituation of both armies. At that time Saul 
encamped upon mount Gilboa ; and the Phi' 
lifiineit in full profpe(% under him, upon the 
plains oiSunem. 

When Saul faw their numbers, their 
orders, and their appointments, he judged 
himfclf greatly overpowered, and fell into 
great terror upon the profpeft. What 
Ihould he do ! Samuel was dead, and 
jibiathar with David. He had, for fome 
years paft, ihewn no regard, or, to fpeak 
more juftly, ihewn all imaginable difregard 
to religion. His pride had lifted him up 
above his duty ; he had {aid in his heart, 
7bere is no God : but now his fears had got 
the better of his infidelity. He then, too 
late, had recourfe to God for aid. He had 
maflkcred 
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mallacred the priefts of God at iVo^, all but 
one ; and that one was gone away to David 
with the ep&od. He applied him&lf to foow 
other prieft. And fince he confultcd God 
by Urim, it is evident, that he had alfo 
gotten another epbeti made ; not coniidering 
the peculiar im&xty of the firft, or that 
God would confine his nuni&ftations t^ 
himTelf to that whidi was of his own ap- 
poinbnent. At leaft, Saul had no reafon 
to hope, that God fhould exhilHt himlelf 
in any extraordinary manner in his £tvour. 
Samuel was dead, and Gad was with David i 
and we Iiear of no other on whom the SfMrit 
of God reftedin thofe days. Howler, he 
affiled himfelf to fome of the prophetick 
alleges, prob^ly to fomc of the moft emi- 
nent of thofe fons of the prc^hets he had feen 
at Ramab ; but to no |Hirpofe : God refUfed 
to anfwcr him, cither by Urim^ by projJiets, 
or by drtaras. 

What fliould he do ! The heart of 
(nan is fond of prying into futurity, and 
more-efpccially upon the edge of great events. 
Jn great dangers men are delirous even to 
know the worft : it is fome confolation, to 
be prepared for it. He had long fince re- 
nounced 
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268 An Hiftorical Account of. 
nounced every thing that was fcrious in reli- 
gion. However, he had been threatened as 
from God j and, in all probability, the 
time vn& now come, when the fentence, fo 
long fincc pronounced upon him, was to be 
executed : could he but fee Stmuel^ he 
fliould know all ! It was faid, there were 
men who had power over fpirite. Who 
knows how far that power n^ght extend ! 
God had fbrfaken him i he could be no 
worfe on that fide ; he might be better on 
fome other J he refolved to try. 

Infidelity is nearly allied to fupcr- 
ftition. The moft infidel man I ever con- 
verfed with, was, by the accounts of thofe 
who beil Hnew him, the moft fuperftitious. 

Saul had prayed to God to no purpofe ; 
he now refolved to apply himfelf to Samuel: 
and I think it evident from the text, that 
he adhially prayed to him ; but' had yet 
no anfwcr. What will not fear and folly 
force us to ? But a few hours before he, 
who was too haughty to profefs himfelf the 
fervant of the living God, is now the flaye 
of his own fears and follies. 

Saxtl had, in the days of his devotion, 

partly cut oiF, and partly frighted away, thofe 

wizards 
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the Life of King David. 269 
wizards and forcerers ; thofe execrable 
wretGhe$j the pefts of focietyi and eneoues 
of true religion, whom God commanded to 
be extirpated *. However, fome of them 
might have remained, or returned : he en- 
quired ; and was informed (princes never 
want minifters of mlfchief) of a Pytbonefs^ 
that dwdt not ht oW^ at Endor. His anxiety 
would let him think of nothing elfe ; he 
could neither eat nor drink until it vras done. 
To Bndor he hies that very night, ftript of 
his regal apparel, and difguifed as well as he 
could, and attended only by two companions. 
When 

* Thofe who think fuch wretches can do no mifchief, 
ftnd therefore ought not to be punifhed, tre, with greic 
fubmiflion, much tniftaken. For, fuppofieg their charnu 
utterly inc&edual to their intended or pretended purpofes ; 
yet is there noevi) in uling charois and incantations to wicked 
ends ? invoking evil ^irits, reverling their prayers> re- 
nouncing their God, and committing tbemfclves, as far u 
in them lies,* to the dominion of hdi ! If they rerioufly 
intend what they profefi, are fiich wretches fit to live ? 
And if they mean only to delude and reduce others into 
a confidence and truft in thofe evil arts, can there be 
greater enemiea to fociecjr P What can more mifchief 
mankind, than taking off their minds tVom virtue, from 
honeft indullry, and from truft in the divine goodnefs, for 
fuccefs in our honed endeavours } 

I am far from wiihing to fee every poor wrong-headed, 
fplenetick, vapouriih creature, that fanfies flie can fiy, 
or feeds upon imaginary feafts, tortured, and tried ibr 
witches : tney are objeifis of pity ; and I fhould wilh to 
fee them put under the care of a good phyfician, and fup- 
plied with proper medicines, and real food. But if 
there 
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^yO At HifioTieal Account of 
When he arrived, he prayed the woman to 
diTine to him by her £uniUar fpirit, and td 
Ining him i^ whom be Oiould name to her. 
She anfwered, That he knew very weD, Saul 
hftd cut off all thofe of ^bat profefikm j and 
why (hoald he go about to Uy fudi a fnare 
for hcTj to hare her deftroyed } He relied 
with a fokmn oadi, by the living God, 
That no evil Ihoald happoi to her upon that 
account. She then demanded whom hft 
would liave raifed f He anfwered, Samuet. 
And the inftamt he pronounced his name *, 
die vroaun faw SamueJ, and ihricked oat 
loud, 
there be any who either labour to become witches by 
evil arts, or labour to delude others to truft and coi>- 
fideace in them, I think no puniJhment can be too heavy 
for fuch mifcreanu. 

I have often ■wondered aod lamented, mat chnftian 
lawgivers were not more attentive to the laws of God, 
ind more governed by them in their decifions. Thia 
I am furc of, they can never err after that pattern ; 
and whenever they fiwerve or depart from it, they will 
depart fo far from fit, and r^t, and wife, and juft. And 
therefore, although I can with a fife confcience declare 
tothe whole world, that I have as little ftith in witches, 
as the learned author of die Difcturft m PTiuhtr/^i 
occafioned by a bill tfien depending in parliament, for 
the repeal of fome ftatates about Witcher^ ( iMfdoth 
printed hi lyjiS) i y« I differ entirely from him, both 
jn relation to hii opinion of this hiftory, and in relation 
to the wifdom of an unlimited repeal of all fuch ftamtes. 

• Here E^AyS tranQaton have irtferted the particle 

•othen: Andt^en-the-wommfaviStmutt. Which would 

imply, tha fome fpace of time bad paUcd between Sm^s 

requeft 
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the Life o/King'DAvny. 271 
loud, in terror and furprize i and foon after 
aJked the king, why he had deceived her . 
for he vras Saui? She faw an apparition fhb 
did not exp^ i fhe knew the prophet ; (he 
knew tlie veneration Saul had for him } ihc 
knew that prophets were only fent to kii^ ; 
and flie knew the poor deluded mortals flie 
had to do wi^, had no notion of having any 
commerce with perfons of iacred diarader^ 
and flic knew her art^ whatever that w^ 
had never cxhibiKd a perfon of that figure 
to her. 

When the king heanl her cry oilt in 
fuch terror, he bad her not be afhiid ; agilA 
afked her what fhe faw ? She anfwered. 
That ftie (ivr godsy (or, as the word may 
be tranflated, lords) afcending out of the 
earth. ^W then enquired after his fonn-; 
and {he told him, it was that of an old man 
cover'd with a mantle. The text then imme- 
diately adds, that Saul perceived that it was 
Samuel bimfelf i and jiooped with bis face to 
the ground, and bowed bitnfelf. 

regueft and the appearance of Samuel. —— Whereas the 
ori^nal len^fiands thus : V/htaSaitl faid, Briwg me uf 
Samuelf then immedkcdy foUonni — ■ And the laauoM 
favi Semutl, and tritd, £cc. 

Thb 
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The narration is fhort and uncircumftanh* 
tial : but, as I humbly apprehend, the mat-' 
ter was thus : 

Saul> to prevent all ddu^n, would not 
tell thcPytbonefs whom he would have raifed, 
widl he brought her to the very cell *^ or 
place of her incantations ; and then he told 
her, he would have SamuelcaWed up to him. 
And the inilant he fud this, fhe, looking 
into her cell, faw Samuel ; and feeing him 
fo unexpcdcdly, and without the aid of her 
art, Che was affrighted, and cried out : and 
the king» upon enquiry, hearing that it was 
.anold man with a mantle, believed it was 
Samuel fhe faw ; and ftraitway going to the 
cell, and perceiving -f- the prophet, did him 
obeifance. Immediately Samuel asked him 
why he had difquietcd him, to bring him 
up ? (Will not this ground a prefumption, 
that the Pytbonefs had not difturbed him by 
her incantations ? for if fhe had, the quc- 
ftion had been more naturally directed to her) 

* For I beiicve it can be no doubt, that perfens of 
thatcharaderhad, all, placcj peculiarly fet apart for thofe 
■cciirred rites ; and we have reafon to believe, from ihc 
xxixUi of Ifaiahy ver. 4. that they were caverns or cells 
under-ground. 

j- The origLoal word Ggnifies itww«^) and IbtnetiDKS 
fiiini. 

To 
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the Life of King David. 273 
To which Saul anfweredj That he ^ras fore 
diftrefled i for the FbtUfitTki warred againft 
him; and God had forfaken him, and 
would neither anfwer him by dreams, 
nor prophets : Therefore (fays he) J have 
called unto thee *, that thou ma^ make 
ino-wn unto me wbatljkall do. 

Then /aid Samuel^ Wherefore then doft 
thou afiofme \ feeing the hard is departed 
from thee, and is become thine enenrf f jind 
the Lord hath done for bimfelf as bej^ake by 
me } for the Xard hath rent the kingdom out 
^ thine hand t and given it to tiy neighboUTy 
even unto David : becaufe thou obeyed/i not 
the voice of the Lord, nor executedft bis f free 
•wrath upon jimakk : therefore hath the Lord 
done this thing unto thee this day. 

In this we fee the prophet foretells, that 
Saul Aiould that day be Aript of the king- 
dom ; and that the kingdom fliould be di- 
vided, and given to David. Then follows, 
what nothing but infinite and unerring pre. 
fcience could predict ; an exa<^, minute, 



* Saml evpreflea htmlelf here in the fame terms diu 
Havid makes life oF to fignify hit prajring to God. 
Which perfuades me, that SmmI invt^ccd bimj u fbaie 
deluded cbriltiatu do taintt and angels. 



precife 
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374 ^ Hifiorkal Account of 
precife account of all the circumftances of 
the then depending event : Mortmer^ the 
Lord will alf» JeHver Ifrael^ mtb ibee^ 
unto the TbiUjline% \ and to-jmrrow jhaU 
thu snd tiy jhm he •with me : and alfo tbt 
camp of Ifraei Jhall the Lord deliver into tbe 
hands of tbe Philifiines. 

I ovN, I am aftonidied at the inatten- 
tion (fliall I call itP) or impiety, or both» 
of thofe criticks and commentators, who 
ccHild afoibe this prediftion to the {^city d£ 
ui impoflKM-, or even of the devil. I iball 
take a pn^r time to refute them ; and. in 
the mean time, go or with my hiflory. 

Whbn Saul heard this dreadfiil fcntence, 
pronounced upon himfelf, his family, and 
hts peqjle, the terror of it ftruck him to the 
heart j and he hajkd to gpt away from diat 
&tal place : but ashe wmt, his &ars operatii^ 
upon a nund weakened with guilt, and upoa 
a body exhauded with &t^e and ^flLigy 
ha loft all powo- <A motion, and fdl at his 
£iU length upon the floor. The woman fee- 
ing this, ran up to him, and, finding the 
diftrefled and weak condition he vroA in,, 
endeavoured to perfuade him, as well as {he 
could, to take feme fnflenanoe : which he 
abfo- 
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the Life of King Da Vi i*. ijl^ 
absolutely relufed. Then^ calling his JenranM 
to her aid^ they all, ia a manner, compelled 
him to confent : i^o b« arofe from the eartbi 
and fat upon the bedi j^d the ^ateman bad 
a fat calf in the bbufey Bfid Jhe hsfied and 
killed it ; and tobk flour and kneaded iiy and 
did baki unleavened bread tbtreofi and Jhe 
brought it before Sauly andbefbre bisfervantsi 
and tbey did eai. Theti they rofe upi and 
went away that night. 

What remorfe, what defpafr, vrhat defi>« 
lation of mind, what horrors of guilt, what 
terrors and anticipations of divine vengeance^ 
haunted him by the wa^ ; may ho reader 
of this hiftory ever le^rft from his own expe-: 
tietice 1 



CHAR x^a 

dtBer Ofiniortt ufiori this Head 
examined, 

ItittD many learned itie^ 6f a <££f 
ferent (^inioR frcAn me, m rdaticAi tO 
^ rcalitjr^ of Samuel'* appcaranoa on thfe 

't 2 4aa»>' 
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276 ^ Hiftorkal Account of 
occaTion : franc imagining, that it was an 
evil ipirit that now appeared onto Saul ^ 
and others, that the whole was the woHi of 
impoAure. 

I SHALL ^ve my reaTcmS ; and dte reader 
will ju^ for himfelf, 

In the firft place, then, I readily ^ree 
with one party oi thdfe that differ ftom mc, 
diat ndther thb PytbonefSy nor all the devils 
in hell, could raife up Samuel -y nor is there 
one tittle in the whok narration to fupport 
or countenance fuch a perfualion : but I 
differ entirely from them, in fuppofing all 
this the work of a juggler. 

ijly Because I can fee nothing afcribed^ 
in this relation, to Samuel, which is not en- 
tirely out of character in an impoftor, or 
abfolutely out of the power of the fubtileil 
impoftor that ever lived. And, 

idfyy Because I have as good an opi- 
nion of the author of this hiftory, his abi- 
lity, his integrity, his knowledge of what 
he wrote about, and his undefigning to 
deceive, as I can have of any man that ever 
ccmunented or criticized upon it : and there- 
fore, when he giws me to underftand, that 
Ae woman iaw Samuel. I abfolutely believe 
.«^' ^ did. Allow 
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the Life of King David. 277 
Allow that the Scripture fpeaks of 
things according to their appearances, and 
that Saul and his companions might be 
deceived by an impoftor in Samuel's guife j 
Was this author deceived, or did he mean 
to deceive me, when he gives me to uader- 
ftand, that the woman f(tw Samuel^ and was 
frighted at the fight ? 

Suppose a poHlbility, that Saul and his 
companions could, be impofed upon by an 
impoftor on this occalion ; yet, furely^ the 
higheft prol^bility is on the other fide. Saul 
was ^r from having an implicit faith even in 
Samuel^ although the manner of his coming 
to the kingdom demonftrated the divinity of 
the prophet's miffion. And would he eafily be 
the dupe of a filly woman ! He was perfeftly 
acquainted with the voice, ftature, and figure ■ 
of Samuel. He was a brave man ; and, 
doubtlefs, his companions were fo. Can we 
doubt whether he chofe two of his old tried 
friends on this occafix)n ^ And, if he did, 
they alfo muft have been acquainted with 
Samuel. They came upon the woman by. 
night, and unprepared. Had they allowed 
her the leaft time for juggle or artifice, or 
fudercd her fo much as one moment out 
T .3 of 

D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



tfft At Hsfiorical j^fwm ef 
cK&gai fig^t ; would a Acred hifiorian, v^iofe 
)iafiiv(s it was to cxpofe dicfc pradkxs, a^ 
fax ^ tnith would allow, omit thcfe drcum- 
fUnccs ? Would he onut all mention of dio 
preceding facrificps and incantations ? Would 
)ic omit every circumftance that tended to 
^tc£t the fiaud } Would he omit every diing 
that tended to fhew it tt> be fiaud, and inietit 
^fiy thing that tended to imjdy die real 
appeaiance of the prophet ? 

SitALlf this author relate in plun terms, 
fliat Saul perceived tt -was Samuel himfelf * f 
and (hall he relate this by a word which 
fignifies either certain knowledge, experi- 
ence, OT fenfible perception ? and are we 
to underftand by uiis word, (a)ntrary to aJl 
fhc rules of grammar, and rational intcrpre-: 
(ation ) that he neither knew, nor had fen7 
iiblc evidence of this ? that he only ima- 
mncd it was SamveJ, by the defcriptipn of ai^ 
iippoftor ? a tjefcriptjon Aa| would fuit tea 
^oufand other men as well as Samuel / 

But the text fays not, thiX Saul ikyr 
S'muel. 

* It ii stoqilliing, that the 'Engbfi truflanoa Ihould 
|«vcoutttialaftwor(l, bimfelf. 

Tru^ : 
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True: but it tells us romething that 
[dsunly implies it, that be ftooped with bis 
face to the earth, and bo-wed bimfelf. 

When Jacob met Efau, {Gen. iii.) tho 
text tells us, that the handmaids, and 
X^eab and Racbe/^ and their children^ bo-sOed 
tbemfelves ; the facred penman docs not tell 
us, that they faw£y&a, or that it was to 
him they bowed. Are we to believe, for 
this reafon, that they did not fee him ? w 
did not bow to him upon feeing him ? 

When David arofe out of his hiding' 
place, upon the fignal that Jonathan gave 
him, the text tells us ( i <SdM.xx. 41.), that 
befell upon his face to the ground ^ and bo-wed 
bimfelf >, the text tells us npt, either that b9 
Taw JonatbaHy or bowed to Jonathan. Does 
any man doubt, for that rcafon, that he did 
not fee him P of did not bow to him, be^ 
caufe he faw him ? 

When the meffenger fiom Saul's camp 
came to David at Zicilag, the text tetts us, 
that he fell to the earthy and did obe^anct *. 

• The f»me word is here rendered, £4 t,h«yft%e§ ; 
which, in this adbon of SdaTsj is iruilUted^ imunt Um- 
/t/f; aad, la the nurgin of F^piim'a Bibl^ is trai)ll«ed> 
adored. 

T 4 There 
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There is no mention either of his feeing 
Vavidj or bowing ti him. Are we to 
doubt, for that reafon, whether he did fee 
him ? It were eafy to add other Inilances. 
When the facred writers cxprcfs thcmfelves 
in the iame ftyle^ and in the very iamc 
words, on occurrences of the fame kind, 
fuch as the bdiaviour of people upon occalicHi 
of feeing fome extraordinary perfon j Arc 
ve not to underAand them in the fame 
fenfe ? 

The text is ftill ftronger and fuller in 
this place. It firft fays^ that Saui jknew 
that it was Samuel btm/elfi and then adds, 
tiiat be fiooped with bts face to the ground, 
and bowed bimjelf. Muft we believe, not- 
withftanding all this, that he neither knew 
nor law what he bowed to ? that he bowed 
only to a creature of the Fythonefi\ imagi- 
nation *i What ftrangc fuppofitions are 
fhefe ! and what violence tnufl: we do 
to the facred text, to the analc^ of 
fcripture, to common grammar, and to 

* But Ibme chink this ipuft be in evil Tpirir, beciufe 
be does not reprove Saul for doing him obcyfancc. The 
truth i», Rich obftrvers are fcarce worth regarding ; 
finee this was qndoubcedJv np niorc than a civil falu- 

tation. 

50m- 
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the Life of King David. 281 
common fcnfc, to gratify fome dogmatick 
doubters -j- ! 

But Saul was frightned out of his wits, 
and did not know what he £ud or did. 

I AM very inclined to think, that they 
who furmife this, believe it. 

But, pray, how docs it appear? The 
gentlemen, that objctS thus, have not, per- 
haps, confidcred, that Saul defired Samuel 
to be raifed up to him -}-, (not to the Py 
tbonefs) j which plainly fhews, that he had 
no apprehenfion of fear, from the thoughts 
of feeing him. And when the woman was 
frightened, and flirickcd at the fight of 
Samuel^ it is plain, that Saul was not ; for 
he bids her not be afraid || } and defires to 
know what it was (he faw, which could 
caufc her fears ; Be not afraid ; for what 
faweft 

* I mean here to cenfure tho(e only, who think ihetr 
doubting a fufficient reilbn why others (hould disbelieve. 
A modm uid a candid doubter is a moSt amiable cha- 
rafter. 

f Brin£itfSMMmlt.Q me. 

I Bui it is urged, that (he knew Saul before, from the 
tdvantage of his ftarurc, and that her fears were oniy pre- 
tended ; not as artling from the fight of Samite!^ bu[ from 
the fear of Saui. But why ? Saul had already given her 
all the affurance of fkfery that be could give : and it is 
plain, he apprehended her fears arofe frotn the fight of 
Samml : for he gives her do more alTurances oowi and 
only 
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282 At Hiftorical Axotmt cf 
faveji tbeu t And the wh<^ tenor of his 
anfwer to Samuel's queftion is as rational and 
uni^ftarbed as any thing I ever read. 

Ik the next place, let us confider, whe- 
ther this perfon, fuppofed to be an impoflor, 
afts in character. 

Are we to believe, that a little con- 
temptible ju^ler, (fuppofingfuch aperfon, 
without any foundation in the hiftoiy) or 
a poor daftardly woman, would dare to treat 
a king of Ifrael with that air of fuperiority 
and contumely wherewith Samuel treats Saul 
on this occasion ? Would flie, that paid fucb 
court to him the inftant the aifair was over, 
treat him with fo high a hand whilft it was 
ia agitation ? Jofepbus obferves of this 
woman, that ihc was in her nature gentle, 
compaflionate, and beneficent. Is this agree- 
only biib her not he afraid ; asking her^ For vihat fiiuefl 
thou ? Which ptainly iTiews, that he apprehended flie 
was frighted at wtiac flic (aw, and that he himfelf was noc 
And ifhe was nWj he could not be impofed upon. The 
tc::: tells us, indeed, that he was excccdJEigly terrified at 
what Samutl told him : which grounds a fair pTefu[np> 
tion, ihir he was in no fright Sefore ■, for if he bad, 
farcly ihat alfo had been told. Could any thing be more 
unfauhtul in an hiftorian, than to conceal his tears upon 
one head, and to relax jhem upon another ? to conceal 
ihcm wh;rc they tended to detedl the impofture, (if 
there WJfi any ) and to relate them wlicre ihi; relation 
could only tend co eft3bIt.I1 ic? 

able 

D,g,t,.?<i I,, Google 



the Life of King David. 283 
^e to that character ? to infult, to threaten, 
^d to upbraid ; — to aflc him, to the re- 
proach of his reafon and religion, as well as 
the difgracc of her own art, how he came to 
enquire of her i — Would ihe dare to treat 
Saul fo ? Saul, fomed for rage and refcnt- 
mcnt, and not femed for mercy i Saul, that 
n»ted the race of importers out ot the land ! 
And all this after it was owned ihe knew 
him 1 He muft have as much credulity aa 
an infidel, that can believe this. 

In the next place: Would an impoftor 
be fo very zealous for a ftriift obfcrvance of 
the law and commands of God; and fo 
ngid in pronouncing divine vengeance upon 
the violation of them ? and, in the depth 
of his cunning, limit that vengeance to time, 
place, and perfon ? and all this at no greater 
diftance than the next day ? 

These fuppofitions are too wild to be 
ferioufiy confuted j they are the very reverfc 
of what fhould and would have been done 
pn fuch an occafion, had impofturc inter- ■ 
fered in it. Every one knows, the bufinefs 
of importers is to flatter, to delude, to dc- 
pcive, to anfwer doubtfully ; to pronaife 
good, and put off the evil : it was this 
woman's 
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woman's bufinefs in a particular manner to 
adl thus. Had flic promifed Saul vidory, 
and the fuccefs had anfwered, ihe was fure 
of confiderable advant:^. He who could 
have no benefit from pricfts, or from pro- 
phets, would, doubtlcfs, have had her in 
high honour ; and with good reafon. 

If he died in the battle, all was fafe ; 
and even if he efcaped^ and was worAed, 
what flie laid, would at Icaft have been taken 
for an indication of good-will, and good- 
wilhcs to the king> and to his people ; and 
id would be more likely to efcape any 
after-enquiry. Whereas, if fhc prognofti- 
cated evil to the royal race, fhe was fure 
of deftruflion, if the event did not at once 
juftify and favc her. Nay, it might juftify, 
and yet not favc her : For, might not Saul\ 
companions, orfome of his furviving friends, 
think that this evil formne was the efFedt of 
her incantations, and the work of fome 
wicked fpirits under her influence ? And 
would fhe, who knew her own ignorance, 
put ail this to the hazard of a conjecture ? 
And would God make the event exa(aiy 
and minutely conformable to that con- 
jcfture, to eftablifti the credit of im- 
pofture 
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pofturc over die face of the earth, and to 
the end of the world ? 

But it is uigcd, that an impoftor might 
ealily know what paift between Samuel and 
Saul in relation to AmaUk j an impoftor 
might know, that the Pbiliftines were much 
ftrbnger, and therefore would conquer ; and 
that Saul2n6. his fons would rather die^ than 
fly or yield. 

Suppose this j — fuppofe fuch wretched 
creatures as thefe ; fuppofe the wifeft of the 
fallen angels, exactly acquainted with die 
conver&tion, with the very ftyle and phrafe- 
ol<^y which palled between Samuel and 
Saul in relation to Analek ; and palled, for 
ought appears, betwixt thofe two only ; 
fuppofe them to know, (what hath no 
foundation in the text • ) that the Pbilijiines 
were now much ftronger, more numerous, 
as well as in much better heart, than the 
Ifraelitet : Did it follow, that the Phi- 
liftines muft conquer and kill all before 
them? Have greater and ftronger armies 
always conquered from the foundation of 

* It Ihould teem from the text, rhac Saul had sow ibe 
greateft army that ever the Ifrfliut broujHit into the 
field i for it plainly telb us, that he had gathtrid all Ifratl 
Uitthttt am thtj^tebtd in Giltea, i Sam. xsvili. 4. 

the 
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the world ? Or, hath the matter of hStf 
generally Ipeaking, been quite otherwise ? 
Were not the Pbiliftines yet ftnnger and 
more numerous ibine fff^r yean before ? and 
the l/rae/itfs, beyond all comparifon, kis 
numerous, and more affi^htcd, tiding them- 
feWes in woods, and rocks^ and caves, and 
reduced at laft to fix hundred men, without 
one fpear or fword among them all ? And 
did the PbiUftinei conquer for thefe reafinis > 
Quite othowife. .» See i Sam. di. xiu« 
and xvf. 

I W2LX. go one Aep farther : -» Suf^fe 
the fubtileft fpiritin hell to know, that Go'd 
had forfaken Saul ; and fuppofe him to 
know, from the experience of ages, that 
they are doomed to fure definition, whom 
God hath forfaken : Could he ibrefee, ibr 
that rcafon, the time of his deftrufUon f 
No ; — the times and the feafons are fcJely 
in the hand of God. 

Ik the time of the battle jufl now menJ 
tioned, Saul had jail then greatly offended 
God : Samuel haA jufl then denounced the 
divine vengeance and depofition upon him 
for it : And yet Saul^ not contented to pro- 
£tne the altar vrith impious and unhallowed 
handS/ 
a 
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hands, bad the hardinefs, knowing himfelf 
under the divine difpleafure, to call for the 
ej^od, to confult God ; and. after all this, 
nifhed into battle, without waiting for his 
anfwer : Then, forely, if ever, might 
human or ^tanick wifdom have pronounced 
his ^e, as iar as impiety, as far as pro- 
voki:^, and being deferted by God> de- 
ferved it ; and that llgnal inferiority of his 
forces foretold it. And yet, had Satan {o 
pronounced, the event had ihewn him as 
ftrangely deceived. What he could not 
pronounce then, could he, and would he 
dare to pronounce now ? And if be could 
not, could any ^ng inferior P Could a 
poor groveling impoftor pronounce it, upon 
the foot of much lefs probability P infinitely 
le^ knowledge, and greater hazard ! 

But an evil ffnrit, or even an impoAor^ 
night know, that Saul and his fons were 
decemoined either to die, as conquer in the 
battle. 

Let this alfo be allowed, without any 
foundation in the text : Hath not many a 
man been detetmined to die, and yet been 
prevented ? But the truth '» otherwife : 
Keitber Saul nor his Jpnc vexe detexmioed 

to 
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io die ; diey all fled from the enemy as iaJl: 
and as &r as they could. The enemy firft 
overtook the fons of Saul^ and (lew dicm : 
And when Saul could fly no ikrther, rather 
than fall into the enemy's hands, who were 
hanl at his heels, he killed himfelf. 

Besides all this ; Shall we fo ki oat- 
rage our reafon and our religion, as to 
believe any ■ Being, but God, capable of 
feeing into futurity, arid pronouncing upon 
it ? If there be any that diink fo, let me 
call upon them, with IJaiaby to bring forth 
their firong reafitti. Let them bring forth ^ 
and Jhew us •what Jhall happen: Let thertt 
Jbew the former things what they be^ that we 
may confider (orfet our hearts upon) them j 
or declare us things for to come. — In one 
word : The aflertions and reafonings on the 
other iide feem to me grounded upon great 
miflakes, and fruitful of grievous abfurdities. 
I cannot aflent to them; I envy no man 
that can. 

The confcquence from all this is clear: 
If that perfon, who now denounced the 
divine vengeance upon Saul^ under the fem- 
blance of Sdmuel, was neither an impoflor, 
nor an evil fpirit ; he rauA be, wbit the 
5 Scriptures 
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Scriptures conftantly call him throughout this 
narration, Samuel. 

That fpirits of another world" may carry 
about them fuch vehides^ as may admit . 
them to a fenfible commerce with us, in like 
manner as our fpirits bear about thefe bodies 
of ours, the beft philofophy will admit. And 
that they have done fouponextraertiinaryoc- 
caTions, the moft authentick hiftories in the 
world wiUatteft. If then God Almighty 
thought fit either to appoint, or permit, 5<2/wtff/ 
to appear to Saul on this occafion ; I fee no 
more difficulty in it, than in his appearing 
to him on any other occaHon whilft he was 
in this world, and in full health and ilrength. 
For Saul no more faw his fpirit then, than 
he did now ; and his fpirit was as well able 
ib bear a body about with it now, as it 
Was then. 

The only queftion then is, Why God 
fhould appoint, or permit, Samuel to appear 
on this occafion ? And this is a queftion 
which no man living hiuh a right to aflc, and 
be informed in. Such queftions as thefe are 
the very fourceand fountain-head of all infi- 
delity : - — / dont kntm 'why things jhould 
$e done fi and Jo \ and therefore I mil not 
U belkvt 
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believe tbey were done, — And what is this, 
but faying, in other words, that you are 
as wife as God } and as good a judge of fit 
and juft, at leall with regard to things of 
this world, as He can be ? uid therefore, 
it is ridiculous to fuppofe, that He tranfaded 
any tlung in the a^irs of this wwld, which 
you cannot difcover to be wife, and fit, 
and juft. Can any thing in nature be 
more extra^n^ant than fudi funnifes as 
thefe? 

" But is it likely, that God fliould 
" refiife to anfwer Sauly when he confulted 
" him in ways appointed by himfelf, and 
*• yet fliould anfwer him in a forbidden 
5* way * ? 

I ANSWER i What if it be not ? that is. 
What if my little underftanding cannot 
reach the reafons of this ctMidmS ? Muft it 
follow, that there was no fuch thing ? Is 
not this the fame infatuation of arrogance, 
which was juft now reproved and expofed ? 

But, after all j What if God did not 
depart from Hs'own inftitutipns ? What 
if Saul did not confult him in ways appointed 

* Pifcourfi mlFtlchcrafit 8cc. f. Ilj 

W. 
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ty Himfelf ? The ways appointed by Him- 
feif to confult him, were by prophets^ to 
whom he manifeiled himfelf in vifions, as 
he did to Samuel -, ot by prophets^ to whotn 
he vouchfafed a more open communicaticMi 
of his purpofeSy as to Mt^s j or by Urtm 
and Tbummm. 

It is not likely, that 5<z«/ confulted God 
by the Urim and Tbummim of his own ap. 
pointment ; for that ^^^s with ^iatbar, and 
j^iatbar with Havtd. And, very probably, 
there was no prophet then alive, to whom 
GbD communicated himfelf either by vi- 
fion, or by his word. 

Mamjt learned men ha^e thought the 
tondadt of GOD, on tMs occafion, to be 
In near conformity and exaift analogy to 
what he did after in the cafe oi Ahaziab 
(2 Kin^it chi i.) t .AbaztaJb Was very ill, 
from a M\ through the lattice of one of 
his upper chambers -, and^ in his anxiety, to 
know the event, he ordered fome of bis 
fervants to enquire of Baal-zebuh, the idol of 
Eiroft, about his recovery : but, before his 
mellengers could reacK Uie idd, God feiit 
his profJiet to flop them fhort, and to pro- 
nounce their mafter's hts. 

U 2 Saul, 
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Saul, in danger, and anxious about ^ 
event of it, applies to a Pythonefs to aflift him 
by her incanutions, and to call up the fpiric 
of Samuel : but before fhe begins one word 
of her fpells or channs, the prophet inter- 
pofes, frightens her, and pronounces Saul'^ 
doom i and flie herfelf witneffes the truth of 
his s^)pearancc/ There is, indeed, this dif- 
ference, that j§haziab applied to the idol, 
without ever applying to any prophet • 
which Saul is iaid to have done : but that 
he did this with any ferioufnefs, or right 
ienfe of religion, is not believed } and if he 
did not, he was, doubtlefs, as wicked in 
applying, as Abaziab in not applying. 

On the other hand : What if Saul did 
confult God in a way appointed of him-^ 
felf ; and. What if God did depart from 
his own inftitutions on this occaAon ? Is 
God fo tied down to his own inftitutions, 
that he cannot at any time depart from 
them f 

Here is a fine dilemma : If God con- 
fines the communication and manifeftation of 
■ hknfelf, and his purpofcs, to priefts and pro^ 
phets,} ^e all the reft of bit creation eX' 
eluded ? Is be the God only ofpriefii andprth- 
pbeti ? 
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phets ? jiti this is arfifce and contrivance^ 
plain frieficraft ! If at any time he is faid 
to have manifefted himfelf in a different man- 
ner, iuch accounts arc incredible ; for is it 
likely he ftiould depart from his own infti- 
tutions ! 

Box ftill it may be urged ; Is It likely 
he ihould manifefl himielf .In a way which 
he himfelf had forlwdden ? 

I ANSWER ; That God fliould manifeft 
himfelf by his prophets, to encourage or 
countenance what he himfelf had forbidden, 
is, indeed, exceedingly unlikely j or, to 
fpeak more juftly, is very abfurd to fuppofe. 
But that he fhould interpofe to reprove that 
practice, is, with great fubmiflion, no way 
incredible or improbable. 

I BEG leave to obferve. That the 6th 
and 7th verfes of the cxxxix* pfalm feem 
to allude to this paffage ; and the fuddea 
interpofition of God by his prophet, where 
he was leaft expe<fled : Whither Jball I go 
then from thy Spirit f or whither Jhall I go 
then from tly frefence ? If I climb up into 
heaven, thou art there : if I go donim to hell, 
thou art there. Now, what we render, ^hou 
(irt (fieref in this laft claufe, is, in the pri- 
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ginal, Lof thou ', exprcfling a kind offuiv 
prize, upon the fuddennefs and unexpefted-r 
pefs of the divine appearance. 

But xi Samuel had been raifed by Gon, 
410 doubt he would never have laid unto Saul^ 
Why hq/i thou difquieted me t for it would 
ihave been no difquiet, nor trouble to him, 
to come upon God's errand *. 

But is this gentleman fure, that the pro- 
phet's difquiet arofe from his being ftnt on 
that errand ? Surely, he will not fay fo, 
upon better deliberation. No ; his difquiet 
plainly arofe from Saul's hardened impeni^ 
tence in the ways of irreligion ; it was this 
that grieved and provoked his righteous 
fpirit. And fo it fhould be tranflated, 
JFhy bajl thou provoked me^ to make me ta 
rife up ? Why dpft thou aflc of me, feeing 
the Lord is departed from thee ? Hath 
Gooforfaken you; and do you hope for 
help from me f from me, his minifter, who 
aft nothing but in obedience to his will ! 
Is God offended with youj and will you 
enquire what to do, in a way that he hath 
forbidden ? Will you gp on ftill to offend 

t Oi/tourfe fs mtcbertft^ &C. }• it 
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him more and more ? Know then, that 
I am now come to confirm that ientence, 
whidi God long fince paft upon you by 
my mouth, for difobeylng his command- 
ments : Tour kingdom is divided^ and given 
tven to David; and God will deliver you, 
your fons and your people, into the hands 
of the Pbilijiines : And this fentcnce fhall 
be executed upon you to-morrow : To- 
morrow fhall you and yoiir fons be with me 
among the dead. All this is plainly ipoken 
m the indignation of a righteous fpirit againft 
guilt ; and he muft have read it with very 
little attention, that does not fee it to be fo. 

Bur Samuel appeared with a mantle. 
A mande was not, that we know of, any 
part of the propheiick gaib : or, if it were, 
it is pretty evident from fome parts of the 
Scripture, that when thefe perfons prophe- 
iied, they put off their upper raiment, 

I ANSWER. ; That when Samuel de- 
nounced God's judgments upon Saul, he 
was clad in a mantle ; whidi Saul tore oa 
that occafion. He now came to repeat and 
to ratify the fentence then denounced j and 
to ftrike him with fuller conviction, he ap- 
pears in the iame drefs, the iame mantle, 
U 4 in 
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in which he denounced that fentencc. And, 
lince he now again denounced a divifion of 
the kingdom, ( why may we not prefume, 
that the manrie ihewed now the fame ren* 
which was the emblem of that divifion I 
Is it irrational to fuppofe, that when he fpoko 
of this divifion, he held up the mantle, and 
pointed to the rent ? It is well known, the 
prophets were men of much adtion in their 
fpeaking (and often illuftrate their pre- 
di(Sions by emblems) ; and iuch adUoh as 
I now mention, I think, cou|d hardly be 
avoided on this occa£ton. 

Give rhe leave to add, that the Bible is 
E hiftory of God'g providence, more particu- 
larly to a peculiar people. It teaches us, 
that all revolutions in the world are of his 
appointment, and all events in his hands ; 
that nations are punifhed, ^d kings depofed, 
for their guilt, and others appointed in their 
Acad. And in order to convince his people 
^ thefe great truths, Gon, at fundry times, 
rafcd up prophets from amongft them to 
denounce his judgments upon their guilt, and 
to foretel the fatal confequencK of it. If 
they repented upon thefe monitions, his 
' ' ' ' ' )"'%3'. 
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judgments were averted ; if not, they wer§ 
furely executed. 

Now what is the infidel obje<aion to thefe 
prophets ? Why, truly, they were wild 
enthufiaftick men, who foretold things at a 
venture : if they came to pafs, well and 
good, their credit was eftablifhed ; if they 
did not, why, then, fomething happened 
that altered the cafe. They never wanted 
evafions ; they had always fome fhift to 
bring themfelves oif. — For example : 

How might this hiftory be objedtedto ? 
Samuel, in his hfe-time, often reproved Aza/ 
forhisguih; and told him, that God had 
given away his kingdom from him for that 
guilt 1 but he never told him to whom, nor 
when the fcntence fhould tje executed upon 
him. 

It is tme, Saul died in battle ; and 
David, after fome time, fucceeded him. 
Who knows that this was the effed of that 
fentence ? David might have died before 
this happened ; and another might have fuc- 
ceeded him, inftead oi David. Neither Saul^ 
nor many of his court, believed one word 
^hat Samuel faid : And why fhould wc ? 
jiis kingdom was given away many years 
before^ 
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before, and yet Saul was in full po&ffion 
of it flill : Could there be a fubjed of more 
mockery upon prophets, and priefts, and 
prieft-craft, than this ? 

Hold ! fay the Scriptures ; — the fen- 
tence is fare, and (hall be executed, tlumgh 
it be refpited, and the criminal reprieved. 
And to evince this, beyond all poffibiUty 
of doubt, God raifes the fame prophet, that 
predided this event ; and at the very inftant 
of prcdiifting it, cautioned him againft the 
guilt of divination * : I fay, that prophet, 
who prcdifted this fentence, Gqd now 
laifes up from the dead, to confirm that 
fentence j to tell him, that the kingdon* 
was that day to be taken from him, and 
would be divided ; to name the very perfon 
to whom it was given j — to confirm the 
fentence beyond all poffibiUty of cavil j — 
to fhew by whom, and when, and where, 
and how it was to be executed j — to fliew, 
that the execution of it was inftant, an4 
fliould be deferred no longer than the very 
next day : — Was not this an o<x:afion wor- 

• I Sam, Tf. 23. For rthellion ii ms the fin ^imttk- 
craft, { iQ Htb, divinauon } and fiubbsTmuJi as imfmtj' 
SM ideUtrj. 

thy 
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thy of the- divine intcrpofition ? Was not 
this Dignus Deo vindice nodus ? 

One would think all this were fufficient 
to lUence infidelity : but, alas ! the human 
vanity and perverfencfs are not fo eafily 
quelled. It is pofliblc ftill to objea: ; That 
it was not Samuel that did all this. 

Now the cafe Hands thus : — The 
Scriptures fay, Samuel was fecn on this 
Dccafion ; — that Saul perceived it was 
Samuel bimfelf i — that Samuel fpoke, and 
denounced the divine judgments, — and 
Saul heard him ; — and the judgments he 
denounced were demonftrably fuch, as none 
but God could denounce. And fome men, 
that call themfelves criticks, without attend- 
ing to the text, the nature of the prophet's 
threats, or the rcafon of his appearance, fay, 
it was not Samuel that did all this, bat fome 
impoftor, or fome evil fpirit ; and they fay 
this upon the idleft reafons that ever were 
urged ; reafons, that have already been abun- 
dantly confuted and expofed. And can it 
yet be made a queftion, which we fliaU 
believe ? 

I HAVE but two obfervations to annex ; 

The firft is -, 1'Vt the fon pfSyracb, who 

feems 
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feems to have had as much wifdotn, pene- 
tration, and piety as any critick that came 

'after him, is clearly of opinion with the 
fecrcd hiftorian, that it yrzs Samuel himfelf^ 
who foretold the fate of Saul and his houfe 
in* this interview. And it is no ill pre- 
fumption, that his judgment was alfo that 
of the "Jevn/h church upon this head. 
The next is ; That whereas it hath been 

' made a queftion, whether the "Jewi had 
any belief of the immortality of the foul j 
IJiis hiAory is a full deciiion upon that 
point : And, perhaps, the eftablifhment of 
that tmth upon the foot of fenfible evidence, 
was not the loweft end of Samuel'^ appear* 
ance upon this occafion, 



CHAP, 
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CHAP. XXIV. 

David goes with Achifli to the Rm- 

, dezvous of the Philiftine J^rmy at 

ApKeck. I'be Philiftine Lords 

'woiid fuffer him to go m farther. 

What enfued thereupon. 

IT is now time to return to David. 
We may eafily apprehend to what 
ftreights he was reducai, upon Achip% 
infifting, that he muft go with him 
agattiA Saul \ he was now under a neceflity 
either of warring againft his country, or 
betraying his benefedtor. The alternative 
was, indeed, diftrcfsfiil : but it is eafy to 
fee how a man of honour muft determine 
himfelf under it. EUs prince bad baniflicd 
and outlawed him, innocent ; and his people 
had joined in the fentenre. Neverthelefs, 
he continued, as long as he could, not only 
not to injure either, but even to be beneficent 
to both. To be merciful and long-fuffering, 
to repay cruelty with tendemefs, and bafe- 
nefs with beneficence, he well knew was the 
pobleft charaifter ^nd refemblance of the 
Divi- 
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Divinity ; but it is his only to be unwearied 
ia wdl-doing I 

David would ftiU have been beneficent, 
If he could i but the times would not let 
him: and therefore^ when things were 
brought to that extremity, that either ha 
muft fi^t a^nil a people who had made 
him their enemy> or betray a prince that 
had protected him in diftrefs, he had no 
choice left. He owed Acbijh alle^ance^ 
(for proteftion exafts allegiance) but he 
owed Saul none ; and there is no doubt but 
he was determmed to pay his debt. And 
^refore I cannot help i3ius far crediting the 
account Jofepbus gives us of this matter, that 
he promifed Achtjh his aid \ and aflfured 
him, he would take this occafion to requite 
hb kindnefs the beil h& could. He promifed 
him, fays Grotius^ as 'Tbemijiocks did the 
Perfians, ixKv^ aUwri ye ^ufjiZ. — That 
he promifed him unwillingly, I have no 
doubt ; and I can have none, that he pro* 
mifed him faithfully. The author of the 
viith pfalm could not aft in another manner, 
and at the fame time make fo folemn an 
appeal to God for his integrity. (And 
what if this pfalm were written in vindica* 
tion 
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tion of hunfelf from fome calunuiy raifed of 
him lipon this head ? ) O Jjord my God, if 
I have done any fucb things or if there be 
tf fff ^ckednefs in my hands ; if I have 
rewarded evil unto him that dealt friendly 
•with me -• y/a, I have delivered him^ that 
without any caufe is mine enenr/. The 
man that could fave Saul, could not betray 
jicbijh. 

Akd here I mull once more obferve, upon 
Mr. Bayk's Angular candour : He is very 
angry with David for deceiving jicbijb, 
where the deceit was n<x way injurious ; and, 
in the next breath, ^Is foul upon him, for 
refolving to be faithful, where infidelity 
had, in all probability, been &tat to hU 
bene£idor. 

This we know, the perfon of the king 
■was committed to David's tnift and care 5 
for when he marched, we find it was in the 
rear, attending upon the king^ perfon. 

AcHiSH could be no ftrangcr to the in- 
violable reverence which David had paid to 
the regal diarafter ; and therefore, probably, 
thought he Ihould be ^er in his keeping, 
than if he committed himfelf to his own 
people. 
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people, who do not feem to have had altoj' 
gether fo great a veneration for him. And 
I)avid, doubtlefs, wduld gladly content him-i 
felf with difcharging that truft ; avoHing^ 
as much as he could, to engage in the carnage 
of his countrymen i or, perhaps, as he now 
perfed:ly underilood the intereAs of both 
countries, he had fome fcheme of accom- 
modation to propofe, which might, for the 
prefcnt, adjuft and determine their- difpute. 
Befides all this, Jonathan was in the adverfe 
army : Let the generous reader afk his own 
heart, whether David might not have a 
fecret pleafurc, in the profpeft, in the pof- 
fibility of faving his friend's life in the ay 
of battle. 

But whatever hispurpofes were, it plejfed 
God to deliver him out of all his difficul- 
tieSj by infpiring the Fbilijiine lords with 
fuch a jealoufy of him, as made them abfo-i 
lutely refufe to go to battle with him ; in 
reality, perhaps, from fecret envy and indig- 
nation, to fee him thus honourably diftin- 
guiflied by their prince ; but profcffedly, 
upon a fufpicion, that he might purciiafe 
his reconciliation with Saul^ at the price of 
bettayw 
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betraying them to him, or joining againft 
them in a critical juncture. Nor was their 
appreheniion without appearance of reafon ; 
for fo their Hebrew aKooiAXes (whether ilaves 
or fubjefts, I cannot fay) ferved them, in 
the battle fo happily (if not miraculoully) 
begun by Jonathan and his armour-bearer 
(i Sam. cb.iUv.). And, doubtlefs, it was 
in memory of this, that feeing David and 
his men marching with jlchijh^ they afked 
the king, What do thefe Hebrews beret 
At which Acbijhj furprized, and wondering 
they fhould not lyiow this man, and hia 
importance, cried out. That it was David, 
the fervant of Saul. Could they be ftrangers 
to David, and his merits, who had been fo 
long with him, and behaved himfclf fo 
well ? 

THEy knew very well who he was, and 
gave their king to underftand as much : 
They knew that he was king-elcd of the 
land, and more fet by even than Saul him- 
felf, and therefore it was fo much the more 
dangerous to truft him. This was right 
reafoning. 

It is true, David had too much honour 

to betray his bcnefador j and knew . Saul 

X too 

n,r.^^<i"yG00gl&- 



3o6 ^ Hifiorkal Account of 
too well to think of any fchcmc of reconci- 
liation with him, or to truft to the influ- 
ence any bcnefe(5Hon -could have upon him ; 
and therefore neither policy nor honour could 
allow him to go into any fchemes prejudicial 
to the intereft oi Achijh. But the Pbiliftine 
lords might fee all this in another light : 
very probably they heard of David's late 
cxcefs of generofity to Saul j and very ipoC~ 
£bly, (not confidering the devil that dwelt 
within him ) they had no idea of fuch de- 
pravity, as couid harden the human heart 
in an invincible enmity to fuch a benefatSor ; 
— and they might imagine him fent away 
hy Saul, (as Darius tent Zoptrus) under a 
fhew of enmity, on purpofe to betray them. 
And poiTibly, David himfelf might have 
found out feme method of infpiring them 
with fuch a jealoufy (as Tbemijiocles did the 
Perfiam on a diiferent occafion ). But how- 
ever it was, they abfolutely refofed to let 
David join them : and Davidy fecure of 
being reflifed, appeared more urgent to be 
admitted to fliare in the danger j but the 
lords were determined to the contrary. And 
therefore the king, comforting him as well 
as he could, under the indignity that was 

doDfi 
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doiie him *, advifed him to return with all 
<expedidon, for fear of farther exafperating 
them; and he did accordingly. And tlus 
advice (How adorable is the great God in 
the purpofes of his providence ! ) refcued 
David from infinite diftrcfs. For, leaving 
the PbiUJiines to purfue their way to yefreel^ 
he rofc up early in the mornings and re- 

* It isobfervable, t\iatAchiJb, or this occaTioDi makes 
nle of that form of fwcaring which obtained atnoiie the 
JtvjSy At the l^ord Uveth. — From which fome nave 
concluded, that Achijb had teamed Tome part oiDavU't 
religion ; and others go into great extremes on the other 
lide : which> I own, I can fee no grounds for. David 
was a man of fufScient addrels ^ he well knew how to 
converfe with kings : nor was Aehijb the firft whofe 
fivour bis accomplilhmencs had acquired him. In alt 
probability he ftipulated for the free exercife of his reli- 
gion, betbre he threw himCelf into his fervice j and fiicl) 
a tlipulatioo might naturally be attended with an apology 
in its favour. Nor will Drnviits charaflcr fuffer us to 
[uTpct^ him fo cold and unconcerned in that point, as ta 
omit ativ opportunity of recommending his rel^oo to 
the bcft advantage : for, furely, no mortal ever had it 
more at heart ; dpecially after that declaration, whicb 
he himfelf hath made in the cxii.t'' pfalm, fedt. 6. {yau): 
Itoillfiealevf thy tefiimoniesal fa even before kingt, andviitt 
n»t he ajbamed. What wonder then ii David Ihould Jnve 
inllrui^ed, and Aebi/h profiled in this point, frotn Da- 
vid's converfaiion ? But, after all, pofEbly Achijb might 
have ffforn hyjebavah on this occalion, 
as that Jevj did by ^^fui, whom a great I Tht oU Jute 
man :j; of the lait age lb properly (and „2g^^j^'*- 
with fo fine a fatyr upon that profanencfs '(%A''b/) hti 
toocomraonamongChriftians) reproved, tbi infudra u 
for his alTurancc in prefumine to fweat .("f:. ^* * 
like a Chriltian. ^^■^"'"\ 

X 2 turned 
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turned to Ziklag (being joined on the road 
by fomc excellent foldiers and eminent cap- 
tains of the tribe oi Manqffeb) and reached 
it in three days. But how great was their 
furprize, and how inexpreffible their grief, 
to iind it utterly defolated, and burnt down 
to the ground ! for thsAmalekiteSy determined 
upon revenge, and taking the opportunity of ' 
Jkhijh and David's abfence with their forces, 
ravaged the hoxAtr^o^Judah ^nAPaleftine^ 
took Ziklagj dcftroyed all the men that were 
left for its defence, burnt the city, and car- 
ried away all the women and children cap- 
tives. 

David and his men, as it was natural, 
gave way to the firft tranfports of their grief 
on this fad fight : 7bey wept (fays the text) 
until they had no more power to "weep j — 
and David was greatly difirejjed. And, to 
add to his affliflaon, his men mutiny'd, and, 
in their defpair, threatened to ftone him : 
Andtbeyfpakeofftoning bim; becaufe the foul 
of all the people was grieved ( was bitter, 
fays the original) every man for bisfons^ and 
for bis daughters : but David comforted bim- 
felf in God : He had always a fure refourcc 
in the power, promifes, and providence of 
;^_^ Gob. When 
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When he had appeafed them as well as 
he could, he immediately fent for Jbiathar 
and the epbod ; and enquired of God what 
to do in that exigency, whether to purfue 
the enemy, and with what hopes of fuccefs. 
And having received this gracious and en- 
couraging anfwer, Purfue j for thou jhalt 
furely overtake^ and, without fail^ recover ; 
he obeyed with all expedition, marching on 
with the fix hundred men that attended 
him, until he reached the brook Befor^ which 
runs between Gaza and Beerfieba. 

Here two hundred of his forces, being 
utterly exhauiled, and faint with fo long 
and fo continued a inarch for many days 
together, were left behind to guard the bag- 
■gagc ; and David, with the other four hun- 
dred, continued his purfuic 

Oh the way, finding a young man fide 
and faint for want of food, they adminiilred 
proper refrcflunent to him ; and, as this 
took up fome time, they, probably, made 
ufe of this occafion to take fome refresh- 
ment themfclves. 

When he had recovered his fpirks and 

his fpeech, he told them, upon ^n^uiiy, 

that be was an Egyptian^ and belonged to 

X 3 «* 

D,g,t,.?<l I,, Google- 



3IO An Hifiorkal Apcmnt ef 
an jimakkitey who had left him there, three 
days before, fick, and deftitute of all man'* 
ner of fupport, upon their return from an 
expedition againft "Judaby and the fouth of 
the Cberetbites^ and of Caleb j in which 
invafion they had taken and burnt Ziklag. 
And being afked, whether he could engage 
to guide them to that party ? he, upon a 
folemn oath of fafety, and not being given 
up to his mailer, (whofe cruelty he had 
fnfficicntly experienced *) undertook to do 
fo ; being, without doubt, acquainted with 
the place appointed for their rendezvous, 
after they thought themfelves fufficiently out 
of danger. 

What he undertook, he faithfully per- 
formed ; and David came upon the com- 
pany, in the end of the night, J^read abroad 
(as the text expreffes it) upon all tbe eartb^ 
eatings and drinking^ and dancings think- 
ing themfelves now quite out of danger from 

* Surely, the leaving fuch a flave, Gck mth fatiguii^ 
in his DUft«'sfcrvice, in an enemy's country, and utterly 
deftitute of all the neceflariesof life, in themidft of un-' 

£urchafed pkniy, is one of the ftrongefl: inftances of in- 
umanity that ever was heard of> This is a true Ipedmea 
tfAmalekitt fneicy. 

J^avi^^ 
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Davidi as well they might *, and revelling 
for joy of their good fuccefs, and the great 
fpoil they had taken out of the land of tht; 
Pbiliftines^ and out of the land oijudab. 

When David faw this, he waited, as 
feme ima^ne, until they fell afleep, and 
ailaulted them in that condition the next 
morning : but I think it is not probable, that 
fo many men fhould wait tamely, and 
fufFcr their wives and daughters to be cx- 
pofed to the licentioufnefs of any one hour 
that might fucceed to fuch a revel : none 
but a ftranger to the fpirit of the Orientals 
could believe this. They faw every thing 
before them that could excite their valour, 
or inflame their vengeance : they fell in- 
ilantly upon the enemy by the break of the 
day, and made a dreadful havock ; nor ever 
ccafed from the flaughter until night : jind 
David fmote them (fays the text) from the 
twilight even unto the evening of the next 
day : and there efiaped not a man of them^ 
favefour hundred young men which rode upon 
camels^ and fled. 

* Securim* hofiem sc fMCCtjfu rerum fecardim sgtxttM 
invudimti tafi viiilo : ptrmfta mfirs. TiiCit.Hift. ii. 

X 4 Those 
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Those valiant men of Manaffeh, who 
fell in with David, upon his return frcwn 
Acbijh, being excellent foldiers and lead- 
ers, and leis fatigued than the reft of his 
forces, were of great fervicc to him on this 
occation. 

What crowned the fuccefs, was, that 
David and all his men recovered every man 
their wives and children, and every thing 
they had loft, together with all the plunder 
the enemy had taken clfewhere, vaft flocks 
and herds of cattle, which they now fcpa- 
rated from their own ; and, in honour of 
their leader, (now repenting of their late 
infolence) diftinguiftied by the name of 
David's Spoil. 

This fuccefs will, upon enquiry, appear 
fo extraordinary, and fo aftoniftiing, that it 
is not eafy to account for it, otherwife than 
from the peculiar ftiperintendence of Pror 
vidence over David, and his concerns -, and 
David himfelf was fully perfuaded it wa» 
fo : it is in this perfuafipn he cries out, a^ 
the xviii^'i pfalm, It is God that girdetb me 
ivithjirengtb of war : — He makeih my feet 
likf barfs feet ,• — He teacheth mine bands 
to figbt^ and rnine arm fhall break even a 
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hw offteel: — ^tbou bafi made mine enemiet 
to turn their bach upon me. 

The peculiar interpofition of providence 
is feen in every drcumftance of this ad- 
venture i — the number, the perleverance, 
the liTue. 

That dicy might not think their num- 
ber did the work, God reduced them to 
four hundred, as he did Gideon's company 
to three {Judges^ c^. vii.) : and therdfor^ 
when he commanded David to<purruey he 
in efFei^ faid to him, what he faid before to 
Gideon ; ^ife^ get thee down unto the hofi j for 
I have delivered tt into thine band. 

Many others have been as fortunate in 
furprizing, and as fuccefsful in flaugbtering 
their enemies : but to have ftrength both fta- 
the carnage and purfuit for fo many hours 
together, is altogether extraordinary. But 
what is yet more extraordinary, is, that he 
fliould recover all the captives unhurt, oat 
of the hands of a people fo abandoned and 
U> execrable as the jimalekites ! 

Some imagine, that thefe mifcrcant 

JmaleUtei^ being poor, fparcd their captives 

from a profpeift of profiting greatly by the 

fgle of them : but others, with ipor^ reafon, 

think 
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think they only rdpited thdr cnieltjr, to 
execwte it to more advantage at thdr Idfure. 
For my own part, I fhall pronounce no- 
thing upon the matter : I have no diitind 
and particular idea <tf thdr amice, but I 
tiiink I have a very clear <me of thdr cruelty $ 
sod I am perfuaded, they ipared thdr cap- 
tives^ from inveterate malice. 

How beautiful a contemplatiaa is it, to 
cE^erve the fignal goodnefe of God, and 
mal^ni^ kA man, co-<^)erating to the fame 
end! 

I sH ALL add only this fhort obferwition, 
that two points are clear'd from this rela- 
tion: The firft is, that the Cheretbites 
were Pbilijiinei * ; the fccond, that the 
Amakkites were enemies to the Pbiliftims, 
And therefore, however David might have 
adted befide the intentions of his benefador, 
yet he certainly did not aft againft his intereft 
in deftroying them. 

' As David returned, thofe of his forces 
who were too ^nt to follow him, being 
now recovered, went out to meet him ; and 
be ialuted them as became the common 
£Lther of his people, and enquired kiadly olf 

• 1 Sam. XE£. 14; i6. ' 

thdr 
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tJior health. Whidi fome ill men of Yob 
attendants interpreting as an indication of 
kindnefs, immediately cried out, That they 
fhould have no part of the enemy's fpdl, 
but be content with the recovery of what 
they had loft. This inhuman and iniquitous 
4edaration David quickly controlled with 
a. prc^XT authority, tempered with fingular 
piety, and well-judged calmnefs ; Te JhaU 
not dofOy my brethren^ vntb ibaf which the 
lard hath gitien us^ ivbo hath preferred us; 
and delivered the company that came againfi 
vs into our bands. He then pronounced. 
That they who went down to battle, an4 
they who ilaid behind to guard the goods 
and provifions of the army, fliould £hare alike " 
in. the enemy's fpoil : well knowing, that 
there was as much merit in contributing 
to favc a citizen, as to deftroy an enemy j 
and that thofe who now ftaid behind, lad 
no other demerit, than that of a weaker 
conftitution. 

CHAi.cocoNDri.AS tells us {lih. S-)i 
that the Fijidiam went further, and gave 
part of the fpoil to thofe who Ibud at home, 
and guarded the houfes : And Go d him- 
iclf appointed half to thofe who ftaid at 
home 
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home in the war with Midian {NamS, 
cb. xxzi. ). 

This detcnnination o£ DaviJ*s became 
a law among the Ifraelites, from that day, 
to the time that this hiftory was written : 
and we have reafon to believe, that it lafted, 
after this, as long as the 3^«c/^ polity did, 
and was rellored with it, and is generally un- 
dcrftood to have been pra£tifed by the Mac- 
cahees {zMaccai. cb. 8.). 

I HAVE already obferved, that as i><z^i/ii 
retnmcd from the jimelekite carnage, the 
foldicrs feparated the hoftile flocks and herds, 
and called them David's Spoil: and we 
find by the fcquel, that they made-good 
their words. For when David returned 
to Ziklag^ he fent prcfcnts to all his friends 
that had protected and entertained him in 
his exile, whether in Judea, or out of it. 
And from the account of this matter left 
us in the facred text, it aj^iears, that David 
had, in his exile, fqjoumed in many places, 
whither the facred hiftotians did not think 
fit to trace him. 

I SHOULD be glad to learn, from any 

candid reader, in what light this conduct 

of David's appears to him. I freely own, 

that, 
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that, as ofteu as I have read it, it never 
appeared to me in any other, than that of 
an honeft and over-flowing gratitude ioc 
favours recdved : nor do I believe I ever 
ihould have had fagacity enough to ibe it in 
any other, if the penetrating Mr. Bayle had 
not taught me to look upon it in tlu light of 
bribery. He doth not, indeed, brand it by 
fo harlh a name ; he hath the goodne^ to 
abate of his ufual fcverity to David on this 
Dccafion^ and to call it only a gaining f/* the 
chief men (of his tribe) ^prefents-, at ^e 
fame time diftinguilhing the phiafe by 
capitals, leA it fhould not fufficiently be 
noticed. 

I thank God, that he hath formed me 
with a plain, and unrefining iight, that fen 
diings only as they are ihewn to me, and as 
they fliine out in their natural light 

I READ in the text, that David fent 
prefents to his friends } and I always ima- 
gined, that friends \rere perfons already 
gained to our intereft ; and, I ima^ned, that 
David hai^ merit enough with the whole 
realm of Ifrael^ to make fome of them his 
friends, without bribery. I read, that the 
rovers the JmaUkitez had fpoiled the South 
> of 
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of Jttdab ; and I did not know but tiavid 
had a mind to make his friends fome repa- 
ration for the damages they had fuftained : 
I read alfo, that he had feht prefents to the 
yeraimeelites and Kenites^ and all the places 
vbere be and bis men leere wont to haunt ; 
and I ima^ne, to this day, that if he had 
nothing but fclf-interell in view^ he had 
better have coniined his favours to thofc of 
his own country. 

Every one hath heard enough of bribing 
for fomc years paft j and yet, as little fcru- 
pulous as fome men are of their cenfures 
upon ^t head, (how juflly I neither mean 
to fay, nor inlinuate) I don't remember to 
have heard any man charged with bribing for 
an elefiion before the borough was Vacant, 
or the member fick, or the parliament difk 
folved. And if any man, in fuch an ini 
terval, Ihould, upon fome rerbarkable turn 
of fortune in his &vour, fend fome prefents 
to fome near relations, or particular friends 
of that borough, to whom he was known 
to be greatly obliged, I can never be brought 
to believe, that fuch a condu^ could juiHfy 
the pa0ing of a vote of corruption and bribery 
upon him. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXV. 

TJbe Battle of Mount Gilboa. 

TH E reader will, I bcUcve, now think 
it high time that we refume the thread 
of our hiftory, as ^ as it relates to SauL 

Saul, as I humbly apprehend, was not 
long returned to his camp before the Pht- 
lijiines attacked it, and, after ferae tune, 
gained it. There is no doubt but that he 
and his fons made all the refinance that 
might be exped:ed from fuch great cap- 
tains, and fuch valiant men ; but to no 
purpofe : when the Pbilijiines had <Hice 
forced their intrenchments, they bore down 
all before them. 

After a confiderable flaughter the Ifra- 
elitei fled ; and Saul and his fons fled with 
the reft : but in vain j for the enemy prefs'd 
So clofe upon them, that Jonathan and his 
brethren * were flain. Saul^^s yet alive, 
but faint, weary, and wounded ; and, de- 
ipairing to outgo his purfuers, he called to 
his armour-bearer to difpatch him, left he 

* AbinaJahy and Mahhijbua. ■ . 
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ihould iall alive into the enemy's hands : 
Draw /^ yw?ri/,.(faidhe) and tbruji me 
through therewith^ left thefe uncircumcijed 
thruft me through^ and-aBufe me : which his 
armour-bearer dreading to do, he himfelf 
took the fword, and fell upon it, and died j 
and his armour-bearer quickly followed his 
example, and died by his fide. 

No fooner did the Ifraeliies of the adjacent 
vale fee the battle go againft Saul, but they 
deferted their cities in the utmoft confterna- 
tion i which the Pbiliftines quickly feizcd. 

When the Philijitnes came the next day 
to ftrip the flain, the text tells us, they found 
Saul and his fons fallen upon rmunt Gilboa - 
and they cut off his bead, and Jiripped off his 
armour, and fent into the land of the Phi- 
lijiines round aboutj to publijh it in the houfe 
of their idols, and among their people, tlut 
publick thankfgivings might be made to their 
gods throughout the whole country. 

His head (hey faftened in the temple of 
Da^on *, after they had ftript off the hair 
and flefti ; and they put his armour in the 
houfe oi AJbteroth, (thefe were their great 
idols, different in fhape, but agreeing in the 

• iCbron-x. lo- 

t lewd 
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lewd ceremonials of their worfliip) and im 
body they feftened to the wall of Betb-Jhan ; 
OS they did thofe of his fonS alfo. How they 
difpofed of their heads and arms, is not faid : 
but it is to be prefumed, that they alfo were 
difpo&d of in like manner with thofe of 
their father. 

I AM now at leifurc, and I hope the reader 
is fb too, to make fome refledUons upon thia 
battle i and to confider fome obje^ons in 
relation to the preceding hifbMy. 

In the firil placx, then, I think it evi- 
dent, from many concurring ciitumftanceSt 
that Satti was now attacked in his camp. 

In the next [dace ; I think it is as evident,' 
From the tenor of the hiftory, that he could 
iiet be long returned to his camp before the 
Pbilijiines attacked it. 

And, thirdly; I tliink it highly pro- 
bable, that they Were encouraged to this 
attempt, by forne fecret information oiSaufs 
having ftollen out of the camp the evening 
before, with Kis general, ( for jibnef is fup- 
pofed to have been one of his attendants) and 
anodier perfon : ij?, Becaufe an intelligence 
»f that kind was not hard tt> be had j and, 
Y lib. 
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zdly^ Becaufe the ha^g it, was the ftrong" 

eft encouragement to fuch an attempt. 

That Saul was attacked, is, I think, 
not obfcurcly intimated in the text, i Sam. 
xxxi. I. Now the Pbiliftinet fought againji 
Ifrael. Is it not evident from hence, tlmt 
they began the fight ? ( and fo interpretew 
onderftand it *) cfpecially confidering, that 
the word here rendered yow^i/, might as pro- 
perly have been tranflated aJJ'aulted. 

The text adds j jlnd the men of Ifrael 
jiedy and fell down in mount Gilboa. From 
{lence alfo I think it evident, that Saul was 
attacked in his camp ; for he was encamped 
upon Gilboa ; and the battle was fought 
there, and the {laughter and the fi^t begaft 
there j whereas, had he attacked the Pbi~ 
lifineSj the battle had been fought at Shu- 
nem^ where they were encamped. 

What puts this matter out of all doubt, 
is, the account of Saul's death, brought to 
David by the jhialekite, who is faid to have 
come out of the eamp from Saul. Now he came 
from where Saul lay dead ; and therefore, 

• Tugfiaff i&amtur Thiliffls'-, ^aia hft n^tro priortt 
^selitsrim (»^ iMv*fir>mt. Meaxh. Poilil/oopfis. 

iancc 
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Jtnce he came from &aul\ camp, Saul died 
in his camp. 

Ix is allowed, Aat they who attack, have 
this advantage j that as the attempt is pre- 
fumed to arife from fuperior courage, and 
confidence of fuccefs ; the army attacked^ 
is, for the moft part, intimidated by it, and 
are apt to fiy^ upon the leaft advan^ge 
gained againft them. It is natural to reafon, 
that if thty could not keep oiF an enemy, 
with the advantage of their trenches,, and 
other fences of their camp, they muft be un- 
able to deal with them upon equal terms. 

This, in all probability, irosthecafeof 
jSiza/, and his army, who now partly fell, 
and partly fled from the Philiftinei : Saul 
and his fons fled with the reft, and were 
hotly purfued. It is not to be imagined, as 
I before obferved, that fuch brave men as 
they were, could allow themfelves to fly, 
before they had ufed their utmoft eflbrts to 
repel the enemy. However, as Saul was 
Warned of his fate, and as there is no doubt 
but he was dcfirous to elude it, he fled : and 
it is evident enough from the hiftory, that 
he fled before his fons ^ for they { who, ic 
is to be prefumed, were as fwift as he) were 
Y J fixft 
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iiril: overtaken, and ikin, and the enemy 
had not yet reached him ; when feeing tfiem 
follow in hot purfuit, and utterly defpdring 
to efcape, he called to his airoour-bearer to 
difpatdi him, as was now related. 

Here Jofepbus, in the fiibefs of his 
national fpirit, runs out into high encomiums 
uipoaSaul^ and would fein fet him off as a con- 
fummate hero, and perfc^ pattern of patriot- 
ifm, who, knowing he was to die, expofed 
himfelf and his femily to deftrafiion, and 
thought it glorious to die fighting for his 
country : but, in truth, there is not the leaft 
foundation for this high-flown panegyrick. 

What his fecret intentions were, is hard 
to fay : but it is evident to a demonftration, 
that his iate was not the eifed of choice j 
for it was forced upon him j he being, as 
I before obfcrvcd, attacked in his camp, 
before he had any time to take any meafures 
either for lus own, or the common fafety : 
and, when he found the Iwttle going againft 
him, he fled as &il and far as he could ; and 
when he could fly no iarther, he killed 
himfelf Out of cowardit*, for fear of ialling 
alive into the hands of the enemies, and fuf- 
fering fome indignities iVom them. How 
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ihuch nobler was that refoluuon o£ Darius, 
who, finding himfelf bctraycd^and that he was 
to be cither murdered by his own fubje^, 
or delivered into the hands oi ^xandgr, 
would not, however, be his own executioner I 
1 bad rather (fays he) die by another's guiltt 
than itrf owti. {Qiri. 1. 5. cap. 12.) 

A TRULY brave man would have died 
fighting, as 'Jonathan did , or would, at 
worft, glory in being abufed, and even tor- 
tured, for having done his duty ! Saul then 
died, not as a hero, but a deferter. Self- 
Jnurder is dcmonftrably the efFeft of cow- 
ardice ; and it is as irrational and iniquitous 
asitisbafe. God, whofe creatures we are* 
\% the fole Arbiter, as he is the fole Author 
pf life : our lives are his property ; and he 
hath given pur country, our family, and our 
friends, a fliare in them. And therefore, as 
Plato finely oljferves in his Pbado^ God is 
as much injured by Self-piurder, as I fliould 
be by having one of my ilaves killed without 
my confent : Not to infill upon the injury 
done to others, in a variety of relations, by 
idle fame a£t. 

In the next place, I beg leave tp obferve, 

'plat S^ul and his armourfbcar^ died by 

y? " the 
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the lame fword^ whldi was the armour-. 

bearer's. 

That this armour-bearer died by his; 
own fword, is out of all doubt j the text 
exprefly tells us fo. And that Saul periflicd 
by the fame fword, is, I think fufficiently 
evident : Draw thy ftvord^ fays he to him, 
and tbruji me through. Which when he 
refufed, Saul (fays the text) took the fword * 
{babereb), and fell upon it. What fword? 
(Not his own ; for then the text would have 
faid fo) Why, in the plain, natural, gram- 
matical conftmaion, the fword bcfore-men-r 
tioned muft be the fword now referred to ; 
that is, his armour-bearer's. 

Now it is the eftablifhed tradition of 
the Jemifh nation, that this armour-bearer 
was Doeg ( and I fee no reafon why it Should 
be difcredited ) ; and if fo, then Saul and his 
^ecutioner bothfellbythatvery weapon, with 
which they had before maflacred the priefts 
of Gqp, Remarks of this kind feaye fome-f 

• SotheSf^fi^Cranilationrenders thatvordin thcfth 
verfe j and in the foregoing vcrTc, APwarJj i Ckrom. x. ^ ^ ." 
A negligence, which I am a jgood deal Rirpriied at. My 
poGtion, however, is clear mun this paSage. It is alia 
dear, that the Englijb tranflators thou^t fo ; - via. thai 
fgifi tad bit annoui-bevct pcriOicd b^ tbjC lam^ Iword. 
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times ^Uen from thewlfefl and beft: hiftorians, 
upon like occafions ; with whom I fliall be 
contented, j[haU be proud, to be ridiculed. 

It were cafy to fiirnifli the reader with 
Sufficient inftancxs : I ftiall only trouble him 
with three, all taken from Plutarch. 

Brutus and CaJJius killed themielves 
with the iame fwords with which they 
treacheroofly murdered Cefar : I fay, trea- 
chroujly murdered ; becaule they lay in his 
bofom at the iame time that they meditated 
his death. And Calippus was ftabbed with 
the fame fword wherewith he flabbed Dio. 

Another circumftance relating to this 
battle, is, that the Pbiliftines gained it, as 
I apprehend, by the advantage of their 
archers. And my reafons for thinking fo, 
are thus founded : 

There is no mention of any archer in 
any of the Pbiliftine armies or battles before 
this *, And in this battle, thefe are the 
perfons that preffed fo hard upon Saul : j^ 
the archers bit bim^ (fays the text) and be 

* It was HOC, indeed, unknown to them ; for Jimatham 
it cdebratcd for his skill and dextsricy in it j and fo are 
Same of the wonhies who relbrtcd to D»vid : but it toexas 
acK to hare been yet brought into commoo u£;. 

Y 4 «« 
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V>as fore tvounded of the archers. Now, what 
we render •wounJeJ, the heft criticks interpret 
frighted : which ftill confirms the opinion, 
that he killed himfelf through £ar. It was 
9 way of fighting for which he was not pre- 
pared, and therefore it threw him into a 
confternation. 

In the next place, after this little, David 
had the Ifrofilites taught the ufe of die bow : 
■which, doubtlefs, he would have done much 
fooner, when he commanded the armies of 
Saul againft the PbiliftineSy had they then 
gained any advantage over the Ifraelites by 
means of thefe weapons. 

Now thefe archers were, doublefs^ of vaft 
advantage to the Fbilijiines^ in their attack 
upon Sdul'% camp: ly?, becaufe an alTault with 
that kind of weapon was new and furprizing ; 
and all fuch are generally fuccefsftil : and, 
31^, becaufe the arrows beat off all that 
defended the fences of the camp, and de-> 
Aroyed them at a diilance, before they could 
come tp a clofe fight ; which might naturally 
throw them into terror and confiifion. 

SiRlfaac Newton tells us, thatthofe.|nigl\ty 
numbers of men, who aided the Bbilijiines 
agunft Saul J in the begimiing of his reign^ were 
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^ fliephcrds cxpulfcd from Egypt by Anafis^ 
fomcofwhora fled into PAfl?»i«iZ, and others 
into jirabia Pefraa. Now his fon Anmon 
conquered ^abta : Why then may wc not 
&irly prefume, that thefe archers, who now 
aided the Philiftmes, were ouAkz Arabs who 
fled thither from Amman, or thofe Egyptians 
who fled before to Arabia, and learnt ardi- 
ing there from the natives, who are allowed 
the beA bow-men in the world ? Since the 
time and circumAaacxs fuit, the conjedure 
will not, I believe, be thought ill-grounded. 

In the laft place : If this attack uponjSdtt/'s 
camp was encouraged, by the intelligence of 
SauV% having ftpln Qut of the camp the 
evening before j then his applying to the 
Py^bonefs, was the immediate caufe of his 
defl:rui%on. And this gives light to that 
paflage, i Cbron. x. 1 3 . and at the fame time 
receives light from it, that Saul died for bis 
tranfgrejjion wbicb be committed again/i the 
Lordy even ag^inji the -word of the Lord^ 
yibicb be kept not j and alfo for afking one, 
vobo bad a familiar Jpirit, to enquire. 
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CHAP. XXVI. 
A Jhort EJfay upon the GharaSier 

o/" Jon ATHAN. 

WH E N we meet with any pcrfon 
in hiftory of a very extraordinary 
charader, whofe death is, as we think, un- 
timely ; and liis fate, in appearance, unwor- 
thy of his virtue ; inllead of fubmitting with 
profound humility to the dlipcnlations of 
Providence, and revering the unfearchable 
ways of infinite Wifdom, wc find a kind of 
jmpulfe upon the mind, to enquire into the 
reafons of it. And if we are difappointed in 
ourfearch, wc are too much tempted to repine 
at the divine decifions, or, it may be, to im* 
peach them ; efpecially if the charader bQ 
amiable and interefling^ and fuch as we can<« 
not help admiring and loving. This, I think, 
hath, in fome meafure, been the cafe of 
every commentator that hath confidered the 
fate of "Jonathan ; and one of them, I find, 
hath <»niidered him in the fame light that 
Virgil does Ripbeus : 
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• - - CadH & Ripbeut jufiiffimus urns 
^ifuit inTeucriSf &/ervanti0mus aqui. 

Dts aliter vi/iim. 

A man, in the cftimation of the world, the 
Jufteft of all the Trojans, but not fo in the 
fight of the gods. 

There are, indeed, few chara^rs among 
Oien, more lovely, or more extraordinary 
than that of Jonathan j fortitude, fidelity, 
niagnanimity ! a foul fufceptible of the moft 
refined fiiendihip, and fuperior to all the 
teniptations of ambition and ^^nity ! and all 
theic crowned with Ae moft refigned fub- 
fnifiion to the will of God. 

These are his diftinguifliing lineaments : 
but there is no fuch thing as perfe<3;ion in 
man. A finifhed character were, as one 
pf our Englijk poets well exprefies it, A faults 
lefi monjler, which the world ne'er faw. 

Two things I find yonatban juftly charge- 
fible with in the Sacred Hiftory. The firfl: 
is, A moft grievous violation of all the laws 
pf juftice, nature, and nations, in fmiting 
the Pbiltftine garifon at Geba, in the midft 
of a profound p^(£ : And the fecond, A 
great want pf dijtj^ to h^s father, and a very 
indecent, 
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indecent, difFefpedful treatment of his cha- 
rader. 

The firft of thefe will a{^«ar from Ac 
I3tj) an4 14th verfes of the vlith chapter of 
the i^ book of Samuel^ compared with the 
3d and 4th verfes of the xiiiti> chapter. 

Xfic &cond is not obfcurely hinted in the 
xxtii chapter of the i^ book o(Samuei, at the 
30th verfe, whpre 5tfa/ calls hjip, the fonef 
feroerfe reheUian j plainly indmating feme 
obliquity in hjs behaviour, and reftivenefs to 
the diif^tes of his duty in point qf obedience. 
But as this is the charge pf an enr^ed man, 
commanding fomething unreafpn^^le, little 
ilrefs can be laid upon it. 

But this point is, I think, fully ^learetl 
from the xiv*** chapter of this book. 

Fqr, fuf^fe it ajlo^fatfle in Jonathan tq 
fteal from the camp with his armour-bearer, 
and make an attempt upon the PbUiJUnes^ 
without the leave of his fether, and his general; 
which, I believe, the difcipUne of war will not 
admit : however, fuppofe him excul^blc in 
this, from fome hcrofc qs; divme impulfe ; 
What can excufe his difrefpedful treatment 
of his fether's charadler, upon hearing that be~ 
rem^ or curfe^ under whidi he had adjured the 
peoj>^c 
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people to touch no food on that occafion ? 
His fethcr had a right, as a commander, to 
lay any temporary rcftraint upon his foldiers. 
Which he thought might be for the public!^ 
good, and under what penalty he pleafed j 
and as a long oi Ifrail, he had a right to 
adjure them ; that is, to lay them under the 
obligation of an oath to obferve it. Did it 
then become his fon to call anaffion of this 
kind, a troubling the lanJ , wd to charee it 
as the reafon why the enemies were not more 
fully defeated ? Was not fuch a fpeech aa 
this enough to exche a fedition and i«belliort 
in the army? Allow him to have incurred 
the iertm through ignorance : Was that 
ignorance invincible ? Or rather, Was it not 
the efFea of his own tranfgreffion of duty f 
His condua m this refpeft is furely Uf, 
juftifiable than that of fli):^j/^ft„.. a„j 
It is the fenfe of antiquity, that he died m 
confequence of his being devoted to de. 
ftrudion by his father llefius. Indeed 
we are taught better : We know, that Ilk 
nrfe caufikfs fiall not com. But furely 
It IS not eafy to pronounce this curfe on 
"Jonathan caufelefs. At leaft. Did he not 
know himfelf included in the adjuiation, 
and 
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and liable to the penalty that attended h } 
Did he humble hlmfelf under that know-> 
ledge ? or make any apology or fubmiffion 
to his parents ? And (hould he not have 
done fo, under all the fecurity of inno- 
cence I Or, if he thought invincible ig- 
norance acquitted him of all guilt on that 
headj Did he think it could acquit him 
of the guilt of fetting light by his parent, 
or the curfe due to it ? Curjed is be that 
fettetb light hy bis father or bis mother. 
And all the people Jhall Jay ^ .Amen, {Deut> 
ixvii. 16.) 

Divines content diemfelves on this 
head, by obferving how providential it was, 
that yonatban was taken off in this battle, 
to make way for David. But I could wilh 
they had been more folicitous to acquit the 
Providence of God, of that partiality, with 
which profane fpirits arc too apt to charge it, 
upon fuch occafions. 

The fum of all is this: The guilt of 
maflacring the PbHiJiine garifon is beyond 
all queftion. And though there were not 
oftentimes one inevitable event to the righteous 
and to the wicked j it is certain, that for this 
guilt Jonathan deferved to die. And, iot 
xny 
4' 
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my part, 2 cannot acquit him of die other. 
But though I a)uld acquit him of mortal 
guilt on this account ; yet is there (at Icaft) 
an indecency in this behaviour of his, which 
greatly diftrefles mc. 

The reader will, perhaps fee it in a 
clearer light, if he compares it with the 
demeanor of that great Englijh hero, the 
Black Prince, after the battle oiCreffl. It 
is certain, that the battle of Micbmajh was^ 
in a great mcafure, won by die fortunate 
bravery oiyonatbariy as that of CreJ^ was 
by the fleady and perfevering valour of the 
Black Prince. Jonathan had now like to 
have loft his life, by his father's rafli, but 
undefigning adjuration : The Black Prince 
was in little lei's danger of lofing his, by his 
father's peremptory and deliberate refiifal to 
fend him any aid againft his enemies *, when 
hard bcfet by them. When the batde was 
over, 'Jonathan fuffercd himlelf to reprove 
the mifcondui^ of his &ther ; And young 
Edward^ 

* The king kept off from the engagement wiih a ftrong 
bodjrofroen : He hovered (faysEcA^ni] on the hill, like 
a tcmpeft in a cloud, ready to difchtirge ics fury^ but at 

fre&nt only watching and obfsrving [his unequal conflidi. 
lere a meOage was Tenc [O Iiim from the earl of Nerth~ 
4mfte», to amn him co come down and fuccour his 
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Bdward^ fer from upbraiding or refenting) 
fell upon his knees with all the marks ^ 
humiliation and affe<^on to his. 

It muft, however, be owned, that from 
2)aviJ's celebrating the harmony and union 
of this &thcr and fon, it is highly probable, 
that Jonathan fufficicntly atoned for this one 
a£t of raflinefs^ by i cOurlfe of fubfequent 
duty and piety to hw parent. And fuch. 
piety to fuch a parent, will, I believe, be 
allowed to have had thore than ordinary; 
merit in it. 

All that I have laid, hatti no other ten- 
dency, than to eflablilh that noble queflion of 
the ri^teous and humble Job j Shall mortal 
man he narejuft than God? 

. Ibn, now very bardly bdet. Upon which lie demanded^ 
tfbtther be laai alive ? The meflcneer told him, J"w; 
t»t was in danger ^ being overpoviered bj numheri. Them 
{ replied the king, with his ulual courage ) let thim kno^y 
thatifihii* ny Jbn is alive^ tkij fend for »o a^panet ttmt f 
fn the honour of thit gloriots dajjball h bit. 
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CHAP. xxvn. 

OhjeSiions anfmered \ and Reafons 
urgedf to Jbew, that the Battle of 
Mount Gilboa was fought on the 
ftext Day after SaulV confulttng tha 
Pythonefs, 

BU T we have ftill one objedlion more 
to ftruggle with ; and that is, That 
the predidion relating to the event of this 
battle, is not fo predfe as we pretend ; or 
if it be, it was not true. 

I T is not fo precife : For the word Mabar^ 
which we interpret, To'tnorrow^ fometimes 
jignifies an indefinite diAant Time ; and if 
it be ilriftly underftood of To-morrow, it 
was not true s for the batde with the Phi-' 
Ufiines was not fought on the next day : ibr 
^ndor (fay they) probably was one day's 
journey from Gilboa. Saul had eaten no 
meat aHl that day, and all that night : It is 
probable, he eat ibmething before he left the 
camp i and therefore he was a whole day, 
and part of the nigbt, in travelling thither 
Z from 
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irom Gilboa : It rauii take him as muctt 
time to go back ; confeqnently the battle 
could not be next day : And befides all this^ 
the camp was moved twice after this, before 
the day of battle. 

Tor theft objeiaions I anfwcr thus, in their 
order : 

FllRST i it muft be owned, that the word 
Mabar does- fometimes fignify a future inde- 
finite time } and I know no word that may 
not fometimes be taken figuratively : I am 
fure the word To-morrow is often taken fo 
in Englijh. But the primary^ ordinary, ob- 
rious fenfe of it is ftriftly the next day aStet 
the time in which the fpcaker ufcs it j and 
!t h evident from SauV% terror, tlut he fo 
underftood it here. For, had he- thought 
thcfe evils threatened only in fome future^ 
indefinitely diflant time, they would not 
have naade that impreflion upon him : And 
therefore, if the perfon who faid this, did 
not riiean what Saul underftood^ he ' meant 
to deceive him ; and I cannot believe it was 
Samuel diat f^d it. 

Now I am clearly of opinion, that the 

battle TOth the Pbilifitnes was ftriiaiy and 

literally fought oi the next day \ and I think 

there 
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there is nothing in the narration to contradict 
this Tuppoiition. And to evince this, I fhall 
firft ftiew the many great errors and glaring 
miftakes advanced on the other fide,, to fup- 
port an idle hypothcfis. 

In the firft place, they fuj^xife Unior to 
be a day's journey from Gtlboa \ and left Saul 
fliould not be long enough in travelling it, 
they fuppofe, that in that advanced age, and 
in thofe dangerous ways, he travelled oti 
foot. Now, by all the beft accounts, ErtJor 
is not at the diftance of three hours from 
Gillfoa. Gtlboa is in IJj'achar, on tfie con- 
fines oi Manajfebf and Endor in Manajeb. 
The greateft part oi Manajfeb was now in 
the hands of the Fhilifiines, and the reft was 
very narrow and little. Salianus fays, that 
Endor was near Sbunem : And Dr. Patrick 
tells us, that part of Gtlboa was owr-ag^ft 
Endor, and part over-a^inft Shunem. And 
if fo, we cannot well fupppofe it five miles 
diftant. Eujebius fixes the right fituation of 
it near Scyt/jopoliSy or Betbjhan, to the weft 
of the river Jordan ; but tells us, that in 
his time there was a great village of that 
name near mount Tabor. Which fome 
commentators not attending to, imagine it 
Z- 2 was 
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wa this village which Saul rcforted to, aiut 
ground all their idle realbiun^ upm diat 
miihkc. 

In the next place : Is it likely diat Baul 
ihould leave his camp in the morning, and 
travel all the day, with only two fervants, 
dirou^ a country environed by his enenues ? 
ibr Endor was near Sbunentt anfl not far from 
Betbjban j and the Pbiliftines were then at 
Shuneatf and in pofleflion oiBetbJhan. 

But he was failing all that day % and it 
is probable be took food before he left the 
camp. 

With great fubmiiHon, the probalulity 
is altc^ther on the other fide. Men in 
great trouble feldom think of eating, nor 
indeed can they cat. 

Now, what thefe men make the buiinefs 
of two days, mi^t very eafily be effeded 
in one night. For if we fuppofe Endor 
twice as fix oS i& Dt. Patrick places it, a 
man, under a neceSity of ufing expedition, 
might travel fo fer, and fiuther, flay three 
hours there, and return again in the compals 
of ten or twelve hours. So that, fuppoij^ 
Saul to have left his camp a little before or 
after fun-fet, he might be back again early 
the'. 
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the next morning ; and the battle might be 
fought that day, as I am well fatisfied it was. 

But it fcems there were two encamp- 
ments after this adventure at EnJor. 

So, indeed, it is aiTcrted j but why, I 
cannot conceive. For my own part, I never 
could find the leail foundation for fuch an 
opinion j bcfides a very carelcfs perufal of 
the hiftory. 

The cafe is this c When two things are 
tranfafled about the iame time, both thefe, 
and the circumilances of both, cannot be re- 
lated at the &me time ; and therefore one of 
them mufthe told by way of anticipation. 

It is faid, thzt Saul's battle with the P&i- 
liftines was on the fame day with DtfwVs 
flaughtcr of the Amalekitet. This is a great 
miftakc * : however, let it, for the prefent, 
be fuppofcd. 

There was an incident of great import- 
ance previous to diat battle, with which the 
reader (hould be acquainted. The author 
mterrupts his relation of David's adventure^ 
to acquaint us with this incid-^nt ; and, in 

* For, at that rate, the AmaUkite muft have been 6r 
dayt in bringing tt^ news of it : v^ich is a very abfurd 
fuppofition; 

' ■ Z 3 order 
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order to inform us the better, he tells us the 
iituation of both armies at the time of this 
incident, and then rcfumes the thread of 
D«nj/(/'s hiftory. 

He firft tells us, {chap.T^xsm. ver. i, 2.) 
that the Pbilifiines gathered their armies toge- 
ther : David was there amongft the reft : 
Acbijh told him. He muft go to battle 
■with him ; and David confented. Here the 
puthor leaves David, and pafles on to the 
incident of Bndor^ which happened Come 
time after J that when he rcAimed the thread 
p£ D^id's ftory, he mig^t do it without 
interruption. Now, in order to give us a 
cleat idea of the adventure at Endor, he tells 
us. the Iituation in which both armies were 
at that time j Saui in GUboOy and the Phi" 
lysines at Shunem. Now fome criticks, not 
attending to this, imagine that Saui was at 
Gilboa, and the Pbilijiines at Shunem^ when 
Mhijh told David, that hit muft go to battle 
with him : Whereas it evidently appears from 
the fubfcquent relation, that Achijh was then 
tf/, or going to Apbek ; and Giiboa was, to a 
demonftration, the laft encampment of the If- 
raelites (for there the battle was fought, and 
there it is cxprefly faid the camp then was) ; 
apd 
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and confequently, Shunem the laft of the 
^hilijiines. For David was difmifs'd upon 
the firft review at Apbek^ cb. xxix. And 
when the Pbtlifiines were at Apbek^ the Ifra.* 
elites -wext txjezreel^ that is, Gilbm^ (2 Sam. 
iv. 4.) whither the Pbiliftines bent dieir 
courfe in qucft of them the very day that 
JDavid was forced to return to Ziklag. So 
that it was impoHible David could be with 
the Pbilijiines at Sbmetft, in, fight of tlw 
Jfraelite army, when they were at Gilha. 
The Fhilijiinei did not fuffer him to marcli 
one. inch with them after the day of the fir^ 
;'eview. 

Let us ii»w,G0»fi4cr the other way flf 
feafoning : — r ^ul (fay th^) went to 
Endor .the night before David went to 
Ziklag. I^ow grofs a miftake is this \ Saul 
had 90t yet fo much as feen the Pbiliftine 
army, uhlsfs he could fee them at the 
diftance o£ {evcnpy nules. For the Pbi- 
Jifiinei .(as I now obferved) w,ere then at 
Jpbek., and he at Jefreel j and Apbek (as I 
ihall foon Ihew) was at leaft fevcnty miles 
/rom Jezreel. 

Now I find no mention of mpjp Aan tw:p 

^Jibeki in Scripture j o^e in Judab^ and 

Z 4 the 
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the other in Manajjeb. Dr. "Patrick thinks 
there was a diird in AJker ; which is the 
Jlpl^k meant here, and with fome appear- 
ance of reafon : becaufe it is more pro- 
bable, that the Pbilijiines ftiould aflembic 
and review their forora upon their own 
borders, to whidi AJher was more central 
and contiguous^ than that they diould defer 
. fuch a review until they came into the heart 
o£ Saul's country ; and go fofer out of their 
way, that is, from the centre of their own 
country, to make it. Now fuppofing this 
the cafe, the neareft part of A^r is at leaft 
two good days mardi from Jezreel ; and 
therefore the Pbiltjlinei were at leaft two 
days march from Saul, when David left 
them. 

Bur it will appear, from a way of rea- 
foning intelligible to every man of common 
underftanding, that the Apbek here men- 
tioned muft be nearer to Ziklag, and fiirther 
fi*om yezreel. 

The city ofZiklag was, in the firft diftri- 
bution of the country, given to the tribe of 
yuJab i and, in the fecond, to that of 
Simeon : from whence it plainly appears, 
that it was iituate in the confines of thdfe 
twQ 
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two tribes. Now from Gilboa to theneareft 
part oi Simeon is more than no georaetrick 
miles in a diredt line, without allowing for 
the winding of ro^s (and, with that allow- 
ance, at leaft 120). And for the trath of 
this, I appeal to every man that can handle 
a fcale and compafs. If then jiphek^ where 
jD<nt/(/lcft ^ PbiliJiineSjMvzSf as our adver- 
saries fuppofe, in the valley of yezreel, at 
llie foot of Gilboa ; then David marched at 
leaft 120 miles in the fpace of two days and 
a half J for he returned from thence to Zik- 
lag early enough on the third day to purfuc 
the AmaUHtei, who were a confiderable way 
off, and overtook them that very night. 

Now I am affured by military men, that 
twenty miles a day on foot is great marching, 
even for men every way appointed and fitted 
for expedition j and, confequently, that 
^hek we fpeak of cannot be prefumed to 
have been more than fifty miles from Ziklag. 

Now if Davidy with his light band of ac- 
tive and expeditious rovers, cannot well be pre- 
fumed to have marched more than 50 miles 
in two days and a half, Mchijh with his whole 
army cannot, I believe, be fuppofed to have 
completed the reft of the way to Jezreel 

'[70 
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[70 nules] in lefs than five days (at leaft, 

fo 1 am alTured by an eminent and cxp&. 

lienced captain). Andiftljeir armies did not 

coifift of horfe, chariots, and light-armed 

archers, who might, on occafion, be taken 

ap by the chariots, or behind the hor&ipen ; 

jive days, in fo hot a climate, were, perhaps, 

too- fmall an allowance for fuch a mardi.. 

And, furely, we muft allow them one day's 

reft, after fo long a march, before the battle. 

It is madnefe to imagine that Acbijb £hould 

with a weary army, and without being imd^ 

« neeeffity, attempt upon Saul fo advanr 

tageeufly encamped. Nor will it, I believe, 

be thought unreafonable, to allow Saul one 

day ^ furvey tlw ftrength and number of 

his adverfaries, and at leafl one more to 

apply to God in the feveral ways ofUrtm, 

prt^hets, Mid dreams *, before his fears 

-terried him to EnJor. Then will it be on 

thQ eve of the eighth day from David's 

departure, ^t fooneft, that Saul cojifulted 

the Pytbonefs ; and there is not the leaft 

reafoi) to doubt, that the tj^ttle was fought 

• If we allow the firft night for applying to God by 
dreams, we cannot allow lefe than the next day for ajv- 
plying by piopheifi and tfriv. 
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die very next day after. And the Amale- 

kite^ who fled from thence that day towards 

night, might reach David at Ztklag on the 

third day, inclulive, from the battle j that 

is, on the third day, inclufivc, from DaviJ's 

laft return to Ziklag. If then we fuppofc 

him and his army to have refted one day, 

after all this fetigue, before their return, and 

to have fpent three days in their return * 

(which, confidcring their own fetigue, and 

that of die women, children, flocks and 

herds, which came along with them, will 

not, I believe, be deemed unreafonable ) ; then 

will David's fecond arrival at Ziklag be on 

the eighth day after his departure from the 

Pbilijiinei j that is, on ■ the very day on 

whidi Jofephus afltires us the batde imth the . 

Pbilijiines was fought ; for it was fought (as 

he tells us ) on the day of David's return to 

Ziklag from the ilaughter of the j^alekites i 

and his authority is of weight enough in this 

point, becaufe fuch a tradition might eafily 

be tranfmitted witli truth. 

This, I hope, will be deemed a feir and 

rational account of the matter j I am furc, it 

is a candid one. 

• As zheAwtaleiiifs fpent three days in their march from 
Ziilag, to the place where DavU overtook them. 

But 
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But ftill it is objeaed j That, fupppfing 
this to be the cafe, as I have iUted it, yet ftill 
this perfonater of Samuel SA&hc&i becaufe 
he ia3rs in one place, that S^ul and his fons 
ihould be imth hirfty i. e. among the dead, 
io-morrow ; and in another, 7^ Ijord baik 
done this thing unto tbee this di^. Now one of 
thefc aiiertions muft be falie, even though we 
fuppbfe this fpoken in the prophetick ftylc ; 
which, to imply the certainty of the pre- 
didion, fpcaks of things to come as already 
fiaA ; for Saul and his fons could not be 
killed this day and to-morrow too. 

I ANSWER ; That both aflertions were 
perfectly confiftcnt, and ftridly true. 

The yrwijh day began at fix o'clock in 
the evening } and therefore, whatever was 
to cams, to pafs on the enfuing day, {L e. 
light) was, in propriety of common fpeech, 
to happen to-morrow ; and yet at the fame 
time might, in a true, a proper, and a phi- 
lofopluck fenie, be &id to come to pafs on 
this very day. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXVIII. 

David receives an Account of^vX and 
Jonathan^ Death, His Lamenta- 
tion upon that Head. 

TH E third day after Dav$d% return 
to Ziklag from the flaughter of the 
jimalekitesy a young man arrived from SauVi 
camp * with all the marks of ill news upcm 
him i his cloaths rent^ and earth upon His 
head : and when he came before Davidy he 
&lldowntotheearth,anddidobeyrance. Da- 
vid was ftruck with the fight, and aiked him, 
with great eagernefs, whither and whence he 
came ? He anfwered. That he had efcaped 
froni the camp oilfrael. And when David 
eamefUy enquired how matters went there ? 
he replied. That the army was put to flight, 
with a great flaughter ; and tlut Saul and 
yonatban fell among the reft. David then 
enquired the certainty of the account, how 
he knew that Saui and Jonathan were dead ? 

* la tbe Hebrew, k isy from tbt camp, from •with Saul. 
' This plaixtly IhewS) (bat the txttde wu in the camp. 

The 
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The young man told him. That as he hap- 
pened by chance * upon mount Gilboa^ he 
iaw Saul leaning upon his fpear, and die 
chariots -f* and horiemen following hard after 
him j that the king called to him, and aiked 
him who he was ? And being anfwered, 
that he was an jlmalekite^ be^^ him to 
ftand upon htm^ and kill him |j, being in 
great diftrefsj becaufe his life was yet whc^ 
in him ; and that he did as the king com- 
manded, being very fure that he could not 
recover of the wounds he had already re- 
ceived. And, to confirm his relation, he 
prefented David with Saurs crown ' -^ and 
bracelet, which he himfelf had taken from 
him. Then David,, and all that were about 

• There alwj^are'a-gren number of ftrollcrs that ftjl- 
lowcsmpsjandthisladiprobaUjTjwasoneof them. Their 
bulineis is pillage, and Gripping the dead. This lad, it 
feems, knew hU bulinefih and got [he ftarc of the Fhi- 
lifiiMt in the pillage of Saul. 

\ This AmaUkitt was a^ great a lyar as 'Siim j but, ic 
reetns, not aItogeth«- fo dextrous. Whether an account 
of chariots purfuing upon a mountain hath an air of probit- 
bility, militaiy men will belit deccrmine. 

II Sawl, in the true hiftory, wai afraid of being flain by 
the uncircumcifed : And how was the matter mended, \yf 
defiringtodicbythchandof an.rf«wW(^e i 

+ Poffibly the ferious reader may not think it aa ob- 
fervation altogether unworthy of his regard, that an Amt' 
/riiw now took the crown fro mJ'<i»/'s head, which he had 
foi&iteci by his dilbbediencc in relatioB loAmUk. 

him. 
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hiih, rent diar doaths, and mourned and 
wept, and £afted all that daj* for Saul^ mnd 
yonathan bis forty and for the people of the 
iard^ and for the boufe of Jfrtel, becaufe tbej 
•were fallen ^ tbefioord. 

After this, David called ^arn for the 
fneiienger of thefe evil tidings, and examined 
who he was. And being again informed, 
that he was an Anakkite^ afkcd him, how 
he dared to ilretch forth his hand s^nft the 
Lord's anointed ? And immediately crying 
out, TSy blood be upon tfy bead ; for thy 
mouth hath tejiified againft thee, faying^ I 
have fiain the Zard's anointed } he called 
to one of his attendants, and commanded- 
Um to fall upon and kill him, Ifc inflantly 
obeyed, and difpatched thie felf-convidled 
wretch, doubly devoted to dcftrudtion ; who, 
after all, died for a crime whidi he had not 
committed; yet well deferved to die, for 
taking the guilt of it upon him. David 
rightly jutted, that Saul had no power over 
his own life ; 90d, confequently, Hiould not 
have been obeyed in fuch a command : Go d 
and the ftate had as much right to his Ijfe 
when he was weary of it, as when he moil 
bved it. And belides all this, it behoved 
David 
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David to vindicate his own iimocence to die 
vorld, 1^ fo publick an execution : he oi^t 
otherwife, perhaps, have been branded with 
the guilt o( employing that wretch to mur- 
der his perfecutoT. 

Besides this, David, doobtlefs, had it 
in view to deter others hy this eiomple. He 
consulted his own fa&ty in this ; as Gejar is 
£ud, by reftoring the ilatues of Pompey^ 
to have fixed his own. This was a viie 
le^re to princes; and many of them 
have, I believe, profited by it : As VitelHta, 
we are told^ put all thofe to death, who 
^raunted any merit in the death of G<zJ%tf .* 
not in honour of Galha, (as Tacitus obferves) 
but from the profped of prefent fecurity, and 
future vengeance. 

After the firft fliock of David's diftrcfe 
for Jonathan was over, he poured out his 
complaints, in that noble ibain of poetry 
which was fo natural to him, and whidi, 
I think, hath fbaraed all that have ever fol- 
lowed him upon that fubjeft. 

I NEVER yet faw julHce done to it in 
any rerfion ; and ihall attempt to prefent 
■ my reader with no more than a plain profe 
tranfiation of it, taken abnoft yertntim from 
the 
n 
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Ac Englijh Bible ; except in one inftance, 
whereinj as I apprehend, the prcfent reading 
may be wrong : I fubmit to better judges ; 

" O BEAUTY oi Ifrael^ ftabbcd in thy 
** high places ! How are the mighty fallen t 
" Tell it not in Gath : — publifh it not ia 
•' the ftreets oiAJkalon, — left the daugh- 
** tcrsof the Pii/y?;n« rejoice, — left the 
** daughters of the uncircumcifcd triumph. 

" Mountains of GiV3oj, nor dew, nor 
** rain upon you, nor fields of waved ofFer- 
** ings ! For there the Ihield of the brave 
" was caft avray, — the ihield of Saulj — 
" the weapons of the anointed with oil. 

" From the blood of the flain, from 
<* the fet * of the valiant, the bow of yo* 
" natban turned not back -f-, and the fword 
" of 5ja/ returned not. empty, 

* The Stbrtii) word hrUb, (ignities in this place, u I 
tterehcnd, the irttvardfat, fuch as was burnt on chc altar. 
So it figniScs, Njii»t. xviii. I7. 

t The literal contlniftion I take to be this ; The tevi 
of y»nathaH was not bcnc wichout /^f hhodofthtfiahliSiiC. 
i. t. every arrow from ic was winged with dciih. 

An E>i$li(b poet, I imagine, woaid be apr cu tranflate it 
io this mannef> 01 fomcthing bke ic> in a better ftyle : 
Te vitMl iloody amdfat of iravffi fitt^ 
Thtjh^s «f Jonatbaa untrrit^ fivi. 

f_,. . A a ." SAui 
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" Saul ^XiA. 'Jonathan were lovely and 
•* pleafant in their lives ; and In their deaths 
*' they were not divided. 

*• Thev were fwift before eagles, ftrong 
'* before * lions. 

" DAUGHTERSof^tff/,wecpover5W> 
*' who cloathed you in fcarlet with delights, 
•* who put on ornaments of gold upon your 
" apparel. 

. " How arc the mighty falfen in the midft 
•* of the battle ! 

•* Oh ! Jmifthan, ftabbed in thy high- 
•* places ! I amdiftrefled for thee, my brother 
** Jonathan. Very delightful haft thou been 
•* to me : Thy love to me was wonderful, 
*' pafling the love of women. How are the 
" mighty fallen^ and the weapons of war 
'* perifhed ! " 

The burfls of forrow in this poem are fa 
ftrong, fo fudden, fo pathetick ! fo ihort, 
fo various, fo unconnected ! no grief ever was 
painted in fuch living and laiilng colours 1 
And it is one fure fign and beautiful efFeft of 
it) that David's heaft was fo foftened and 
melted by it, as to lofe all traces of SauV& 
cruelty to him. He remembred nothing ia 

« Uefit compud] orntbcF, prefoably, to them. 

bisa 
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him now, but the brave man, the valiant 
leader, the magnificent prince, the king of 
Cod's appointment, his own once indulgent 
raafter, his Micbal's and his yonatban* 
father. — But to be more particular : 

As Jonathari% death touched him neareft, 
it was natural he fhould be the firft obje(^ of 
his lamentation: • — Beauty (or glory) of 
Ifrael, pierced tn thy high places. — And to 
put it out of all doubt, that "Jonathan is hers 
meant, he varies it in a fubfequent verfe : 

— 'Jonathan^ Jlain in thy high places. 

Ho tv are the mighty fallen ! &:c. How- 
untimely and lamentably Jonathan ! and 
how ladly and {hamefully Saul by his own 
hand ! This death, as it was matter of juft 
reproach upon Saulj he knew would be mat-* 
tcr of more triumph with the enemy. Ho 
could not bear the dioughts of this in^my to 
his country, and his king, and therefore h^ 
breaks out into that beautiful apoftrophe: 

— Tell it not in Gath ! &c. 

Te mountains ofGilboa, &c Throwing 
away the fhield, ttos matter of the higheft 
reproach in all the accounts of antiquity. 
And this, in the praftice of fo brave a 
prince as &aul^ V19& an exam^ of terrible 
As 2 con-f 
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conftqucncc ; ' and therefore mdft not go 
unreproved, efpccially in a fong which fol- 
diers were to learn. Z)rfwVcbuld'nptcenfure 
Saul; he .was his priiice, and his enemy ; 
the in^riy, however, rhiift fall fbmcwhere ; 
f^ let- theplace it happened in be acciirfed. 
— Foctry JuiUfies. this ;; and. I will not 
fcAtple to fay. It is the moft mafterly ftroke 
the fcience will admit. The rage and indig- 
nation expreSbd in th^ original line, Al tat 
Ve al matar yalecbem^ is to me inimitable j 
. and the ominion of all the auxiliary verbs is 
4 fufEcient indication of it. And the fecond 
fucceeding line is little inferior tp it j -r- Ki 
j9mniggalmqg^ngibborum. ... 

Ahd.- heiF^Iieanoofcihyt'obferve witK what 
inimit^tt^kdiljcels^imiihath'conduiSted this 
ipproaph.. .For "at...the. fame time thatthe 
^noantains .are ■ curfed for it^ he hath con- 
trived, tp, turn it ipto praife.upon Sauh-^v 
^bere (be j^eUbftbe mighty was caft anvtr^, 
r-T No hint by \yirairi, ,.-..-..•■ 
, S AVhand^yonatban were &vff/j',. &c. j~ 
^1 Je f weetncfs and hara^ppypf their l^ves is, 
I thiokj ininjlt^bjy exptefp4 iq:di^.|neafi^e ^ 
JSunnenbaiim .' , '. 
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The cadence is the fame in all ; and the worft 
ear will find a chinaing in them, wonderfiilly 
cxpreffive of harmony. 

As nobody, that I know of, haA at- 
tempted to Ihew the meafure of this ode, I 
hope I (hall be indulged in a plain unpretcnd- 
ji^ conje(Shire concerning it. 

In the firft place, then ; Whoever con- 
fiders it, will find it plainly divided into fir 
diftinft parts, br heads, of complaint and 
lamentatiQn, Thefe parts I take to be fa 
many ftanza's ; like the ftrophe, antiftrophe,' 
and epoda of Pindar, And if fo, then the 
beginnings of fix of the verfes are plainly' 
pointed out to us. 

EvERV fentencc I take to be a verfe ; 
becaufe real grief is ihort and fenteatious.. 
And, to me, many of tiiefe verfes plainly 
demonftratc their own beginnings and end- 
ings, without the aid either of unnatural 
pUfions, or thofe monftrous and ridiculoug 
mutilations and divifions of words, with 
which criticks have, to fuch fimple eyes su 
mine, defeced fome of the beft odes of Pm- 
dar^ ^nd turned fome of his fineft verfes into 
downright burlefque j confining him to 
(jieir fantaftick meafures, who fcorned to 

be 
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tie confined to any, but thofe of his own 

Ireeear. 

That noble exclamation, How are the 
mgbty fallen ! with which three ftanzas are 
itiarked, I talce to be the iimfde didate of 
fiirrow ttpon every topick of lamentation ; 
and is therefore, I thmk, to be conJidered, 
as a kind of burden to the fong, and to be 
eidier inferted in each Aanza, as in the .iirfi ; 
or added to it, as in the two lail. 

An D as the author did not take the trouble 
of tranfcritang it in every ftanza, (as no writer , 
iloes at this day) I apprehend it to ,be tranf- 
mitted to us, under the difadvantage of that 
pmiffion, juft as it was left in the author's 
copy : — which, by the way, is ng bad 
proof of the tranfcriber's fidelity, 

If thefe principles be right, then, I think, 
|he meafures are as. follow. If I am mif- 
ttiken, I fiiaU be very glad to fee my crrgrs 
^piended. 



^—hn T"^103 Vjf y»l bemothea hibl 

01131 iSsJ yti ech mphclu ^bbarin 

nJ3 n'«l Sk al WgWho begith 

riVpP« nmna nwan Vk «1 tebanau behutfott Alteloo 

CarncSo n^J3 runavn )S pea ti&aaheiub benach PdiAtnt 
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cp^'as po '?ffu dv o 
Simp fjo 

3- 
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Tiw^ noyj 

'Vjina-M nnt'jiu 
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nonto '^3 narj 
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U &m uigyal migw ^jiboriA, 
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mUiIam lulklim 
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Icdcth jeiignatlua 
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ah) Jehooithia 
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neahibath naOiiin 
cch mpbdu giUnrin 
Tijobcdii chdc milbinub. 
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St-ANZA 4. Ver. 4. This is faid in tfca 
true fpirit of friendfhip, and in one of its 
findl diftrcfles : . — He felicitates thfim upon 
that happy circumftancp' of their fiiendlhip, 
to be undivided, in death ;. and in fo doing, 
finely lamenu himfelf upon that head. 

Ver. 5,^. The rapidity of the Brft line, 
and the ftbngt$ and niajelly of the fecond, 
are ftrong inftanc^ on which to ground that ^ 
fine poetick precept : 

^e found Jhould he an echo to thejenfi. 

Stanza 6. His grief, as it beg^ with 
yonatban^ naturally ends with it. It is well 
known, that we lamcnt.ourfclves in the lofe 
of our friends i and David was np way foli- 
dtous ,to conceal this circumihnce. . 

It rhay be the work of fancy : but tpme^ 
I own, thus lafl: ftanza is the ftrongcft piflure 
of grief I ever perufed. To my ear, every 
line in it is either fwelled with fighs, or 
broken with fobs. The judicious reader will 
plainly find a break in the firil line; very 
probably fo left in the original, the writer 
not being able to find an epithet for 'Jona- 
than anfwering to the idea of his diftrefs, 
I have 
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I have ventured to fupply it m. xht EngUJh 
charailer, I think not unnaturally i I will 
not prefume to fay, juftly. 

To conclude : Few have ever penifed 
this lamentation with fo little attention, as 
not to perceive it evidently animated with 
a fpirit truly martial and magnanimous ! It 
is the lamentation of a brave man over brave 
men ! It is, in one word, a lamentation 
equally pathetick and heroick 1 



7%eEND of tieFiRST Book. 
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Jufi PuhUjBd, 
(Te be bad at tbe/ame Places wilb this Book) 

REFLECTIONS 

O PO N 

POLYGAMY. 

AND THE 

£ncouragement given to that Pra&ice in the 
Scriptures of the Old Teftament. 

: 2t« MrdM vrttifiu wvitMttm Jtrt, MKiJf auatritMim, ^filttit 
nktnm, ti/arit lueim, ftfiUitii griulHm, JmUii fijtm, m*-, 
piim vtrt fMMTMm, ^ nMtnr*ftu nam». 

Plin.«dDiT.Ve^.Prxf. 

By PH1LELEUTHES.US DuBLIKlEKSIS- 

The Second Edition ; With a Preface, in which the 
BoiaOijtBhM againfl the Work is obviated] and the 
Author's Views iapublilhing it at this Time accounted 
for. 
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